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Living over a territory divided between Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria and the

former Soviet Union, and with an active international diaspora, the Kurds

are the largest stateless nation in the world, and the fourth largest ethnic

group in the Middle East. They inhabit a strategic area, once a region of

contact between the Ottoman, Persian and Russian empires, and later a

contested border zone between modern nation-states. Although they

are ethnically, linguistically, and culturally distinct from the majority

populations of the nation-states where they live, they are often consigned to a peripheral

role in Turkish, Arab or Iranian studies. Our focus on Kurdish Studies places the Kurds at

the centre of our research and offers a chance to consider Kurdish society, culture and

politics holistically in all its complexity and variation, across and within established nation-

states and the global diaspora community. 

Exeter is the only British university to have developed a strong research focus in the field of

Kurdish Studies. As such, we are the leading centre of research in the field in the UK, and

one of the global centres of excellence.

The Centre for Kurdish Studies has recently benefited from generous donations from the

Ibrahim Ahmed Foundation, the Prime Minister’s Office of the Kurdistan Regional

Government, and the President’s Office of Iraq. These gifts have enabled us to expand our

staff base and our research and teaching activities. We now offer the following degrees:

• PhD in Kurdish Studies

A multi-discplinary programme covering Social Science, Political Science,

and Humanities and Arts disciplines.

• a unique MA in Kurdish Studies

This degree offers an intensive and comprehensive advanced-level degree

covering modern Kurdish issues.

• BA combined degrees in Middle East Studies with Kurdish, and Arabic and

Kurdish (available from September 2010).

We hold regular international conferences and we actively seek cooperation with other

universities through participation in larger research projects and other partnerships.



About the Centre for
Kurdish Studies

The Centre for Kurdish Studies was

founded in 2006 following the growth of

staff interests in Kurdish Studies and the

recruitment of a diverse PhD student

body. Initial funding was provided by the

Ibrahim Ahmad Foundation – a charity

established by the family of the notable

Kurdish politician and poet Ibrahim

Ahmad to promote the study of Kurdish

language, literature, culture and history. This support was augmented with scholarship funds

awarded by the Prime Minister of the Kurdistan Regional Government, HE Nechirvan Barzani, and

by a further academic position endowed by the President of Iraq, HE Jalal Talabani. 

We have been teaching Sorani Kurdish for a number of years and are now introducing Kurmanji.

Our MA in Kurdish Studies was introduced in 2007. We are currently developing BA degrees in

Middle Eastern Studies with Kurdish and Arabic and Kurdish which will be available from September

2010. We are the only University in the UK to be able to offer dedicated PhD supervision on

matters pertaining to the Kurds and Kurdistan from a team of supervisors recognised as being of

international standing; we now have six full-time members of academic staff who are supported by

academics specialising in other areas of Middle East and Islamic Studies. We are therefore able to

offer supervision across a very wide range of disciplines.

Our library provision, (which has always been strong for the Arab and Islamic world because of our

association with the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies) has recently expanded through generous

donations from prominent Kurdish intellectuals. We have received book donations from Kurdish

universities, and have unique collections such as the Omar Sheikhmous archive. We hold

regular conferences and workshops which serve as a focus for Kurdish studies.

Academics from the Centre for Kurdish Studies engage with governments, the EU, and

the UN on issues that involve the Kurds and advise prominent private sector interests,

comment on international media outlets, in addition to participating in prestigious

international academic events. 

Kurdish carpets and kilims on display in the Kurdish Textile Museum,
Erbil qala (citadel).



Objectives
1. Furthering Kurdish Studies as an academic (multi)-discipline

We aim to continue to be the leading centre of research in the field in the UK, and

one of the global centres of excellence. We wish to develop further our current

cooperation with scholars elsewhere, and to launch further research initiatives.

With our planned programme of international conferences and workshops we also

hope to provide a forum for the discussion of topics relevant to Kurdish Studies.

2. Introducing Kurdish Studies to

undergraduates and emerging experts

Our BA and MA programmes are designed to give

students a strong grounding in both language and

culture and disciplinary skills. We fully recognise that

the access problems for students who wish to take up Kurdish Studies are particularly acute, for

both financial and political reasons, and we are particularly happy to be able to award our

studentships (funded by the Kurdistan Regional Government) which will offer this opportunity

to a small number of able students.

3. Providing high-level academic training leading to the PhD in Kurdish Studies

Our PhD programme is already acting as an intellectual focal point nurturing the next generation

of scholars investigating Kurdish-related subjects. We are very proud of our students and see

them as being the most valuable product of our activities – taking their knowledge of the Kurds

and Kurdistan into their various disciplinary arenas and Area Studies environments. 

4. Building a comprehensive Kurdish Studies information and library resource

We aim to continue to expand our library and archival collections in Kurdish Studies, and we

hope to make as much of our material as possible available in digital form for scholars

worldwide.

5. Providing expertise to government, the media, industry, and non-governmental

organisations

We aim to be the organisation to which those interested in the Kurds and Kurdistan come to

for advice, briefings, commentary and analysis. We have already achieved a great deal in this

regard, with our academics working with various UK government departments (including the

FCO and the Cabinet Office), the BBC

(Radio, TV, and Persian Service), the US

government, the United Nations, and the

Kurdistan Regional Government, in

addition to a range of private sector

interests. 

e return of victims of the Anfal
campaign to Erbil, December 2008.

University of Exeter delegation visiting
His Excellency Mr Nechirvan Barzani in
Hewler, December 2005.



Facilities

The Centre for Kurdish Studies benefits from

Exeter’s large specialist library collections on the

Middle East, and from the presence of AWDU

(the Arab World Documentation Unit), which also

contains many items of interest to Kurdish

specialists – including, for example C J Edmonds’

personal maps of Iraq, with his annotations.

Thanks to the generosity of donors, we are also able to pursue our strategy

of building up our collection of Kurdish and Kurdish-related titles. We have

recently acquired almost all Kurdish titles published in Turkey over the past

few years.

This collection includes in particular contemporary literature, novels, poetry

and short stories published in Kurmanji during the last 20 years. In addition,

we have also acquired a collection of over 700 titles from the former Soviet

Union, which includes not only the principal works of the major Soviet

Kurdish novelists, but also many scholarly books. Exeter now has the most

extensive collection of Kurdish

material from the former

Soviet Union in a European

university.

e first Kurdish novel,
e Kurdish Shepherd,
published in 1935.

e first Kurdish novelist,
Ereb Shemo (1898-1978),
and his wife.

Bedirxan Brothers, sons of Emin Ali Bedirxan;
Kamuran, Sureyya and Jeladet.



Centre for Kurdish
Studies – Staff

Kurdish Studies in Exeter benefits from the activities of several

members of staff recognised as specialists in different disciplinary areas: 

Dr Hashem Ahmadzadeh (BA Zahidan, BA MA PhD Uppsala) is Ibrahim

Ahmad Senior Lecturer in Kurdish Language and Literature and Director of the

Centre for Kurdish Studies. His research interests range across the humanities and

social sciences. In the field of language and literature, he works upon the

emergence and development of the Kurdish novel, and he also teaches history

and politics courses. As a social scientist, Dr Ahmadzadeh is particularly

interested in constructs of nationalism among the Kurds, and undertaking

comparative analyses of the Kurdish situation across different states.

Professor Gareth Stansfield (BA MA PhD Durham) is Professor of

Middle East Politics. His research interests with regard to Kurdish Studies fall within

the disciplinary areas of political science and international relations. His recent work

has focused upon the political development of the Kurds of Iraq in the 1990s; the

formation and activities of the Kurdistan Regional Government in Iraq; and the

wider position of the Kurds in the Iraqi state following regime change in 2003,

with a particular focus upon the discourse regarding federalism. He is currently

researching the political development of post-2003 Iraq and particularly the interaction of

religious and ethnic groups and conceptions of nationalism and federalism. He recently

served as a Senior Political Advisor to the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq with

particular focus on the ‘disputed internal boundary’ between the Kurdistan Region and the

rest of Iraq. He has also briefed the UK’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Cabinet

Office and Home Office on Kurdish politics in Iraq. 

Professor Christine Allison (BA Oxon, PhD SOAS, London) is Ibrahim

Ahmad Associate Professor of Kurdish Studies. Her research concerns the

relationship between oral and written, oral literatures, discourses of memory and

popular culture, especially in Kurmanji-speaking areas. She also has a strong

interest in minority religions especially Yezidism. She is currently writing on

discourses of memory.

Background image opposite: taken from a map in the Omar Sheikhmous’s archive in the
Institute for Arab and Islamic Studies library.



Dr Clémence Scalbert Yücel (BA Toulouse Le Mirail, BA, PhD Paris IV-

Sorbonne) is Lecturer in Ethnopolitics. Her PhD focussed on the relationship

between language and nationalism, the emergence of a Kurdish national language

and the development of a field of Kurdish literature. She is now working on issues

surrounding minority cultural production in Turkey, and, in collaboration with

Professor Stansfield, on the formation and organisation of transborder territories.

Yiannis Kanakis (BBA Athens, MA Paris, MA Paris) is a Research Fellow.

A geopolitical analyst and ethnomusicologist, his main research interests include:

issues of orality and representations of identity; music (from religious musics to

lullabies to pop musics etc) in the creation/evolution of notions of identity; music

and national movements (especially the Kurdish movement in Turkey); music as

‘religious’, ‘political’ and ‘economic’ code; ‘urban’ and ‘non-urban’, ‘orthodox’ and

‘heterodox’, ‘mainstream’ and ‘alternative’ music/culture networks.

Geographically he focuses on parts of the Near/Middle East and the Balkans, in

particular Turkey, Iran and Iraqi Kurdistan.

Dr Sarah Keeler (PhD Kent) is a Research Fellow. Her postgraduate research

looked at the ways in which Kurdish young people construct discourses and

embodied practices of cosmopolitanism and identity, thus creating alternate political

spaces which challenge prevailing nationalist discourses within Kurdish politics, and

was awarded a BIAA/British Academy research grant to carry out fieldwork in

south-eastern Turkey. In 2006/07 she was a Marie Curie Fellow in the Centre for

Conflict Studies at Utrecht University, the Netherlands. Following fieldwork in

Iraqi Kurdistan, her interests have focussed on gendered forms of violence, and

women’s health and embodied forms of resistance. Her current research

relates to collective trauma in post-conflict Iraqi Kurdistan, with a particular

focus on social practices and healing. 

Erbil Market.
Dr Hashem Ahmadzadeh and His Excellency Mr Jalal
Talabani, President of Iraq.

Kurdish girl, Iraqi
national elections, 2005.



Other members of the Institute of Arab and
Islamic Studies have research interests in the
Kurdish areas:

Professor Tim Niblock (BA Oxon, DPhil Sussex) is Emeritus Professor

of Arab Gulf Studies. His research interests cover domestic Middle East politics,

international relations, and political economy. He is currently focusing upon

issues relating to the formation of civil society in the region, and processes of

democratisation. 

Dr Sajjad Rizvi (BA MA MPhil Oxon, PhD Cantab) is Senior Lecturer in

Islamic Studies. He has research interests in Islamic thought, philosophy, and

mysticism, particularly in relation to the Naqshbandi and Qadiri orders found in

Kurdistan.

Dr Ruba Salih (BA Bologna PhD Sussex) is Senior Lecturer in Gender and

Middle East Studies. She has published extensively on the broad areas of Islam and

modernity, Transnational migration and gender across the Mediterranean,

Multiculturalism and Citizenship; Gender and Islam in Europe. 

Professor Gerd Nonneman (BA MA Ghent PhD Exon) is Professor of

International Relations and Middle East Politics at Exeter, having previously

served as Professor of International Relations at Lancaster University – although he

started his career in the commercial sector in Iraq. Born in Flanders and educated

at Ghent and Exeter Universities, he obtained his PhD in Politics from Exeter. He

is a former Executive Director of the British Society for Middle Eastern Studies,

and has published extensively on the politics, political economy and international

relations of the Middle East, with a particular focus on the Gulf region and Yemen.

Among his books are Iraq, the Gulf States & the War; Analyzing Middle Eastern

Foreign Policies; and Saudi Arabia in the Balance.

Related research-active organisations
of the University of Exeter

Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies

Exeter Centre for Ethno-Political Studies

Gulf Studies Programme

Centre for Persian and Iranian Studies

Centre for Advanced International Studies

The Exeter Group on Military Affairs

Turkish Studies Programme
Lake Dokan from Haibat
Sultan mountain.



Conferences

In April 2009 the Centre for Kurdish Studies hosted its first international conference on the

theme of The Kurds and Kurdistan: History, Politics, Culture. More than 100 delegates from

Europe, North America and the Middle East participated in panels which, befitting the

broad theme of the conference, covered topics including gender, religion, contemporary

Iraqi politics, and Kurdish language and literature. Distinguished pioneers in the field of

Kurdish Studies, Amir Hassanpour of the University of Toronto and Hamit Bozarslan of

the University of Paris, were invited keynote speakers. Kurdistan Regional Government

High Representative to the UK, Ms Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman, was also in attendance.

Many young scholars, including PhD candidates from the Centre for Kurdish Studies,

also participated in the event, which was an unparalleled opportunity for them to

present their work amongst a group of eminent scholars and peers.

In a closing keynote address, Professor Bozarslan emphasised the importance of the Centre in promoting

innovative scholarship on the Kurds and Kurdistan. 



Professor Christine Allison Christine’s
published research focuses on Yezidis. She

is also continuing to work on collective

memory and, with Professor Philip Kreyen-

broek of Goettingen, she is co-editing a

book on memory in Iranian cultures. In

preparation is an ongoing book on

discourses of memory amongst the Kurds,

and she is currently also writing a more

general book on Kurdish culture.

Current research interests include an

initiative to build a Yezidi ethnographic

museum in the Aparan region of Armenia,

and planning a collaborative project

involving various partners in Europe and in

Turkey that will generate new and much-

needed data on the position of the Kurdish

language in Turkey. The project also intends

to establish a digital archive, based in Exeter

but accessible worldwide, for Kurdish

materials, especially linguistic and folkloric

data, in cooperation with existing archives

in Europe, and, we hope, in Kurdistan.

Publications
(1996) ed. With P.G. Kreyenbroek, Kurdish Culture
and Identity, London, Zed Books. 185pp. 

(2009)  Journal of Kurdish Studies VI, special issue on
the Yezidis (Peeters).

(forthcoming) ‘Unbelievable Slowness of Mind: Yezidi
studies, from Nineteenth to Twenty-first Century’,
pp.1-24.

Dr Clémence Scalbert Yücel
Clémence’s research focuses on the

relationships between minority/majority

fields of cultural production and on the

process of integration of the minority

cultural field within the national field of

culture with a specific focus on Kurdish

culture in Turkey. Dr Scalbert-Yücel is also

interested in languages policy, literature and

media and is currently writing a paper on

the issue of heritage policy in Diyarbakir

and another paper on representation of the

minorities in Turkish soap operas.

Publications
“Liberalisation” of Turkish state policies toward
Kurdish language: the weight of external actors’ in
Stansfied, Gareth; Lowe, Robert (ed.)
The Kurds in International Affairs (forthcoming 2009).

‘The invention of a tradition: Diyarbakir dengbêj
project’, European Journal of Turkish Studies 10, Fall
2009, Special issue Analyzing State-Society Relations
in Turkey’s Southeastern Provinces edited by Nicole
Watts. URL: www.ejts.org 

Yiannis Kanakis Yiannis is currently
collaborating with Professor Philip

Kreyenbroek (director of the Iranian

Studies Institute, Georg-August University,

Göttingen) on the writing of a book on the

Yaresan/Ahl-i Haqq, a non-Muslim culture

based in Western Iran. Most of the Yaresan

are Kurdish-speaking, but there is also an

Azeri Turkish-speaking part of the

community. The Yaresan’s main religious

and social codes are contained in, and

conveyed through, music (ritual music in

particular). The research explores this

primordial importance of the musical sound

in Yaresan communal self-perception. Also

explored are the (sometimes strong –

though often ignored) relations of the

Yaresan with other religions or

‘heterodoxies’ of the larger region, such as

the Yezidi, the Kaka’i, the Kizilbash, and the

Bektashi.

Research



Dr Hashem Ahmadzadeh Hashem’s main
research interest is on the Kurdish literature and

its policy on the formation of Kurdish identity and

subjectivity. He has published many articles on

various aspects of the Kurdish novel in

representing Kurdish nationalism and identity. He

is now working on a project about the

historiography of Kurdish literature aiming at

compiling a book on the history of Kurdish

literature. Among other areas of his research

interest one can mention Persian literature,

culture and politics. Nation building in the Middle

East, democratisation and the ethnic question in

the Middle East are other subjects of his

research.

Publications
‘The World of Kurdish Women’s Novels’, Iranian Studies,
Vol. 41, No. 5, December 2008, pp. 719-738. 

‘Difficulties of Teaching Kurdish in a European University’,
Tjeerd de Garaff, Nicholas Ostler and Reinier Salverda
(eds), Endangered Languages and Language Learning,
Foundation of Endangered Languages, Bath, pp. 51-56,
2008.

Professor Gareth Stansfield Gareth’s
research focuses primarily on the status of the

Kurdistan Region of Iraq, and its interactions

with regional powers. His most recent work is

Crisis in Kirkuk: The Ethnopolitics of Conflict and

Compromise (with Liam Anderson, University of

Pennsylvania Press, 2009), and his Kurdish Policy

Imperative (with Robert Lowe, Chatham House

and Brookings Institution, 2009) is about to be

published. Gareth’s current research focuses

upon Iraq’s ‘disputed internal boundary’, and

particularly in the applying of federal models

and the complications brought by resource

competition. 

Publications
The Kurdish Policy Imperative. (co-edited with Robert
Lowe). London and Washington DC: The Royal Institute
for International Affairs and the Brookings Institution,
2010.
Crisis in Kirkuk: The Ethnopolitics of Conflict and
Compromise. (with Liam Anderson). Philadelphia, PA:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009.

Dr Sarah Keeler During this past year, post-
doctoral Research Fellow Sarah Keeler

undertook extensive fieldwork in Erbil, Iraqi

Kurdistan. 

Her current project, funded by a grant from the

British Academy, is an examination of women’s

mental health in post-conflict Iraq, and particularly

diagnosis and treatment of female hysteria in

Kurdistan Region. This latter topic will be the

focus of an ethnographic documentary film which

she is producing together with freelance film-

maker Mike Healy. Both the film and Dr Keeler’s

parallel publications will examine the issue of

female hysteria in relation to women’s agency

and changing gender roles in Kurdish society in

the context of post-conflict modernity. 

The project forms part of her ongoing research

interests in residual violence, trauma and health

and illness in post-conflict societies. Dr Keeler has

presented the preliminary finds of this research at

conferences in Europe, and as part of the Post-

Conflict Environments Project coordinated by the

Woodrow Wilson International Studies Center in

Washington DC.

Publications
“No job for a grown man: Transformations in labour and
masculinity among Kurdish migrants in London” (2008) in
Gendering Migration; Masculinity, Femininity and Ethnicity
in Post-war Britain, Ryan and Webster (eds) Aldershot:
Ashgate pp 171-187.

“Memory, collective trauma and the everyday violence of
‘post-conflict’ Iraqi Kurdistan” (2009) in Post-conflict
Environments: a comparative reader Monk and  Ruble
(eds) Washington: Woodrow Wilson Centre Press pp
122-148.



Programmes of Study

Research
We offer a three-year full-time (part-time pro rata) PhD programme

that provides research methods training and a supervisory team of experts

from the Centre for Kurdish Studies to guide your research in this area of study. Non-

Kurdish-speaking students are encouraged to learn Sorani or Kurmanji Kurdish. Excellent

study facilities are provided with generous support from the School of Humanities and

Social Sciences. 

MA in Kurdish Studies
This programme, which is the only one of its kind in the UK, introduces the study of the

Kurdish regions of the Middle East and the Caucasus. The programme provides an in-

depth understanding of the regions’ modern history, societies, literature, politics and

international relations. A wide range of options and supervisory possibilities for MA

dissertation research allows students to pursue their own interests.

Core modules
The Kurds: History and Politics aims to develop an understanding of the history of the

Kurds and analyse their political development. Students will critically examine the history of

the Kurds and their politics, considering issues of social organisation, nationalism, political

party formation, identity, political economy, regional relations, and international relations.

Critical Kurdish Studies is a multi-disciplinary critical exploration of Kurdish Studies. It

seeks to analyse from a range of perspectives issues pertaining to Kurdish history, society,

culture, economy, and politics, framing these issues within wider social sciences and

humanities debates.

Optional modules Students can choose available modules within

the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies including up to 30 credits in

Sorani Kurdish language modules offered at undergraduate level

subject to the prior approval of the Programme Directors.

Full details of the programme may be viewed at:

http://huss.exeter.ac.uk/iais/postgrad/taught.php

University of Exeter delegation visiting His Excellency
Mr Nechirvan Barzani in Hewler, December 2005.



Undergraduate
The Centre for Kurdish Studies will be introducing undergraduate

Combined Honours programmes with the Institute of Arab and

Islamic Studies from October 2010.

BA Arabic and Kurdish
No previous knowledge of Arabic or Kurdish is required for

this programme which includes a Study Year in an Arab

country. Students can expect to achieve a high level of proficiency in reading,

speaking and writing Modern Standard Arabic and Kurdish (Kurmanji and Sorani), which will enable

them to communicate readily on a personal and professional basis.

YEAR 1 Elementary Arabic; Elementary Kurdish (Sorani); Elementary Kurdish (Kurmanji) (core

module); Kurdish Culture and Society; plus three free-choice modules from the wide selection

available.

YEAR 2 Study Abroad in an Arab country

YEAR 3 Intermediate Arabic; Intermediate Kurdish (Sorani); Intermediate Kurdish (Kurmanji);

The Middle East in the Twentieth Century: Colonialism, Revolution and Beyond; plus three free-

choice modules from the wide selection available.

YEAR 4 Advanced Arabic; Dissertation; Advanced Kurdish (Sorani); Advanced Kurdish (Kurmanji);

The Kurds: History and Politics; plus one free-choice module from the wide selection available.

BA Middle East Studies with Kurdish
No previous knowledge of Arabic or Kurdish is required. Students can expect to achieve an ability

to deal with written and aural materials in Kurdish (Kurmanji and Sorani) of various types and an

appreciation for cultural and social differences in interpreting and living Islam.

YEAR 1 Elementary Kurdish (Sorani); Elementary Kurdish (Kurmanji); Kurdish Culture and Society;

History and Society in the Middle East; Politics and Economy of the Contemporary Middle East;

Introduction to Islam; plus two free-choice modules from the wide selection available.

YEAR 2 Intermediate Kurdish (Sorani); Intermediate Kurdish (Kurmanji); Society and Empire in the

Modern Middle East: 1798-1914; The Middle East in the Twentieth Century: Colonialism,

Revolution and Beyond; plus four optional and free-choice modules from the wide selection

available.

YEAR 3 Dissertation; The Kurds: History and Politics; and five optional and free-choice modules

from the wide selection available.



Scholarships
The University of Exeter and the School of Humanities and Social Sciences offer a wide range of

bursaries, scholarships and studentships each year for which students of exceptional merit are

encouraged to apply. See the School’s funding pages for details:

http://huss.exeter.ac.uk/postgrad/funding.php 

In addition, the Centre for Kurdish Studies offers the following awards specifically for its programmes.

The studentships have been made available through a grant awarded to the Centre by the Kurdistan

Regional Government of Iraq.

MA Studentships in Kurdish Studies
The studentships cover the cost of tuition fees (at both home and international levels) and provide a

maintenance grant of up to £10,000 a year.

Applications are invited from suitably qualified graduates – you should have or expect to have at least

a 2.1 degree in a Humanities or Social Science discipline. 

PhD studentships in the field of Kurdish Studies
The studentships cover the cost of tuition fees (at both home and international levels) and provide

a maintenance grant of up to £10,000 a year. 

Research projects may be in any discipline of the humanities and social sciences as applied to the

study of the Kurds and Kurdistan, including (but not limited to) political science, history, geography,

sociology, language and literature, religious studies, anthropology, and gender studies. 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified graduates – you should have or expect to have at

least a 2.1 degree, and preferably have a Masters degree or equivalent. 

Pira Magrun mountain, Suleimaniyah.



Student Profiles

The Centre has a growing number of PhD and MA students from around the world who have

come here to benefit from the cluster of academic staff with expertise in Kurdish Studies.

Dr Mahir Aziz
Our first PhD graduate in Kurdish Studies, Mahir Aziz started his research in

October 2004 and graduated on 21 July 2009 and now plans to publish his

thesis entitled ‘Ethno-Nationalism in a De Facto State: An Investigation of

National Identity among University Students in Kurdistan Region of Iraq’. His

motivation for writing this thesis came from his long-standing academic

interest in nationalism theory, and retraces its modern political history. After

graduating from Salahaddin University in 1987 he completed an MA at Baghdad University

in 1990. He then taught sociology at Salahaddin University for three years before migrating to

England in 1993.

‘e experience in Exeter was great’ he said. ‘I had a good time
with the staff and colleagues over five years and I worked for one
year (part-time) as research assistant at the IAIS. I chose Exeter
because it has specialist academics in the field of Kurdish Studies,
such as Professor Gareth Stansfield, who was my supervisor and
good friend.’ 

Salima Tasdemir
Salima has a Centre for Kurdish Studies scholarship to research for her PhD

thesis on ‘The Political Activism of Kurdish Women in Turkey’ under the

supervision of Dr Clémence Scalbert-Yucel and Dr Ruba Salih. She graduated

with a BA and an MA from Istanbul Bilgi University. 

She says that ‘Exeter’s academic opportunities, its
reputation and where it stands in this field are main factors for
me to study here. e Kurdish Studies department is the first and
only academic program about Kurds in the UK and has great
facilities, professional and friendly staff that really do care about
you and your work. I deeply appreciate the guidance, insights and
support I’ve received from my supervisors.’

Salima enjoys the opportunity to study with people from all around the world and

enjoys living in Exeter. ‘It is relaxed, fun and incredibly beautiful.



James Harvey
James Harvey started his PhD studies in October 2007

and is now half way through drafting his thesis entitled

‘Theoretical Problems in the Study of Unrecognised State-Like Entities’.

He is supported by a Leverhulme Ethno-Politics Scholarship (EXCEPS).

He was awarded First Class Honours in his BA in Middle East Studies at

Exeter, and has also won several major prizes during his academic

studies: Ruskin College Oxford, GDH Cole Prize for History 2004; Batten-Pattar Essay

Prize 2005-6; Tom Fattorini Prize for Best Performance in a BA Programme 2007. 

He chose to study here because ‘the Centre for Kurdish Studies, and
the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, are unique in the
UK and possess some of the leading academics in both Middle
East Studies and Kurdish Studies respectively. Access to their
expertise naturally drew me to Exeter.’

James finds the PhD programme challenging but extremely rewarding, the benefits

being increased confidence and skills in undertaking and presenting research, as

well as the opportunity to develop a specialist knowledge of the physics of

international interaction between unrecognised entities (such as Iraqi Kurdistan)

and state systems globally. His future plans include the ambition to undertake a

post-doctoral fellowship.

Deniz Ekici
Supported by a Kurdistan Regional Government Scholarship, Deniz Ekici started his PhD in

October 2008, and is currently working on the first two chapters of his thesis ‘Discursive

Construction of Kurdish National Identity in Kurdish Journals: 1898-1943’. He has a BA

from Mimar Sinan University of Fine Arts and an MA from City University of New York. He

is the author of Kurmanji-Kurdish Reader and Beginning Kurmanji Interactive DVD. Deniz

chose to study at Exeter because ‘with its distinguished faculties at the Centre for Kurdish

Studies it is an ideal place to study Kurdish history and culture.’ His future plans are to work

for one of Kurdish academic institutions in Southern Kurdistan. 



Andrew Wilcox
Andrew has a prestigious AHRC studentship to study for the MA Kurdish Studies

and is currently researching his dissertation on ‘Identity formation of Yezidis living in

the United Kingdom’. A career travelling the world as a SCUBA diving instructor

led to an interest in global cultural diversity and religious expression and

subsequently he completed a BA in Middle East Studies with Arabic at the

University of Exeter.

‘I chose Exeter as the IAIS was clearly one of the best centres in the
UK for studying the Middle East and learning Arabic and I found
the atmosphere and attitude of the staff very welcoming and
enthusiastic. I decided to continue my studies at Exeter at the MA
level partly because I felt so at ease in the study environment here
and partly because I wished to be involved in the unique venture
which is the Kurdish Studies Centre. Kurdistan is a unique and
understudied region which demonstrates fascinating diversity.
My experience of the MA programme has been very fulfilling and
intellectually challenging. e small class sizes allow for the in-
depth discussion of the subject material and a greater participation
in seminars by students, whilst the academic calibre of the teaching
staff in both the Centre for Kurdish Studies and the IAIS is second
to none.’

Lynne Colley – known as Shna
Shna started the MA in Kurdish Studies in October 2008 as a mature student who has worked

within the refugee and asylum community where she met many Kurds, became fascinated with

their history and political situation, visited Iraqi Kurdistan and became more enamoured with both

the area and people. She wanted to find out more about the history and culture of the Kurds. The

provisional title of her dissertation is ‘Literary Representation of the Kurds in Western Travellers

Accounts in the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century (prior to World War 11)’.

She chose Exeter because it is the only University offering such a course and

‘besides which it has the most dedicated and knowledgeable staff
who are actively involved with the Kurdish region’ she says.

She enjoys the beauty of the Exeter campus, finds the staff helpful and

supportive and the wonderful diversity of students within the Institute is an

added bonus. Shna wishes to continue exploring ‘the Kurds’, in particular their

Kurdish horse breed, and the cultural aspects connected to their use.



Mathew Quinn
With a BA from Oxford, Matthew was awarded a University

of Exeter School Scholarship and chose the MA in Kurdish

Studies specifically because it ‘offered specialisation yet

allowed one to look at four different nation states also.

The reputation of the academic staff was a huge draw.’

He started the programme in October 2008 and is working on a

dissertation entitled ‘George W. Bush and the Kurds’ which will examine

the relationship between the Bush doctrine’s rise and fall and the Kurds.

As part of his dissertation he will interview the former British

Ambassador to Washington, His Excellency, Sir David Manning.

On his experiences at Exeter and future plans, Matthew says

‘I have had extremely positive experiences in Exeter and
developed a great rapport with staff and colleagues. I believe
that a specialisation in issues pertaining to the Kurds will
stand me in good stead for a career in diplomacy with the

FCO.’ 

Dr Marianna Charountaki
Marianna started her PhD in Middle East Studies in October 2005 and

completed after three and a half years study – her thesis topic was

‘The Kurds and US foreign policy in the Middle East since 1945’. Having

completed a BA at Panteion University in Athens and an MA at the

University of Sussex, she was awarded a State Scholarships Foundation

award in Greece and chose to study at Exeter because

‘I aimed at finding a supervisor specialised in my topic and
because of its excellent library rich in primary archives as well
as bibliography in the Middle Eastern region. roughout my
course I had the opportunity to interview outstanding
political figures in both Washington D.C. and in Northern
Iraq (KRG).’

During her studies Marianna received direct teaching experience

through courses organised by the British Royal Academy of Education,

an institute aiming to improve the teachers and the teaching standard in

the UK’s Universities.

Centre for Kurdish Studies PhD student Marianna Charoundaki meeting
HE Massoud Barzani, President of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.



Hannes Artens 
Hannes started his research for the PhD in Ethno-Political Studies, with a Kurdish

focus on ‘The Janus Geminis: Iraqi Kurdistan and the PKK’, in January 2009. He

chose Exeter because of its ‘unique worldwide status as a first-class academic

institution specialising in Kurdish studies and the opportunity to work with Gareth

Stansfield and Hashem Ahmadzadeh.’

He has found the experience

‘beyond expectations. e stimulating academic environment and
personal and scholarly interaction with members of staff at the
University of Exeter, and the Centre for Kurdish Studies in
particular, is second to none compared with my experiences at other
universities in Austria, Germany, England and the United States.’
e opportunities for researchers to participate in international
conferences and workshops and to liaise with experts from abroad
are impressive.’

Hannes was awarded a Centre for Kurdish Studies scholarship and plans to follow an academic

career in ethnic conflict analysis and IR.

Tishka Mohammedpour
Tishka started her MA in Kurdish Studies in October 2008 and is now working on

her dissertation: ‘A feminist reading of the Kurdish novels’. Following completion of

her BA in literature studies, she came to Exeter because

‘the University is good and offered the specific Kurdish
Studies programme that I liked. I hope to continue my
studies here at Exeter and have applied for a PhD
scholarship to do so.’

Ozlem Galip
Ozlem started her PhD in Kurdish Studies in October 2008 having studied

at Selcuk University in Turkey and completed an MA in Literature and

Modernity at London Metropolitan University. She was awarded a

Centre for Kurdish Studies scholarship to undertake her research on

Kurdish novels. Her research title is ‘A Comparative Analysis of

Novelistic Discourse in Kurmanji Dialect between Kurdistan and its

Diaspora with regard to the idea of home, and Identity’. She is

currently in the process of writing and also will be interviewing

publishers during the summer. 

Monument to Yezidi leader Jahangir Agha, Yerevan.



Contact us

For study: If you are interested in joining the Centre for Kurdish
Studies as a student in our undergraduate programmes, please contact

Jane Clark (jane.clark@exeter.ac.uk) for advice on how to apply

through the UCAS system.

If you are interested in applying for the MA in Kurdish Studies, please contact Dr Hashem

Ahmadzadeh (h.ahmadzadeh@exeter.ac.uk) or apply directly via the University’s online

application system.

If you are interesting in applying for the PhD in Kurdish Studies, we recommend that you

make contact with a member of the Centre for Kurdish Studies staff most appropriate to

your interests.

For donations: Developing Kurdish Studies is a valuable exercise but one which
requires the continued support of friends. If you are interested in contributing to the

development of our activities then please contact Professor Gareth Stansfield

(g.r.v.stansfield@exeter.ac.uk) for an exploratory discussion.

Postal address: Centre of Kurdish Studies, IAIS Building, Stocker Road,
University of Exeter, Exeter, EX4 4ND UK

Telephone: +44 (0)1392 269250, Fax: +44 (0)1392 264035, Email: cks-info@exeter.ac.uk

CKS Secretary: Laura Scrivens  l.scrivens@exeter.ac.uk

Admissions: admissions@exeter.ac.uk

Schools liaison: schools-liaison@exeter.ac.uk

Hero Ibrahim Ahmad, Shanaz Ibrahim Ahmad
and Gelawej Xan with Dr David Allen (Registrar) and

Professor Neil Armstrong (Deputy Vice-Chancellor)
at the Inauguration of the Ibrahim Ahmad Room,

Reed Hall, University of Exeter.

e Ibrahim Ahmad Room is located
in Reed Hall, University of Exeter.
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