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^  CBAPapers on Ethnicity and Ethnic Identity I:  Kurdistan in Search of 
Ethnic Identity (Papers presented to the First C onference on 

E thnicity and E thnic Identity^. U niversity of U trecht, 1990. - 78 

PP

Levon M arashlian. Politics and Demography: Armenians, Turks, 
and Kurds in the Ottoman Empire. B oston: "Zoryan Institu te", 

1991. -152 pp.

M ehrdad Izady. The Kurds: A Concise Handbook. London: "Taylor 

&  Francis", 1992.- 280 pp.

The three w orks under review  eom plem cnt and illum inate one another; 

althou^ they all explore the K urds’ place in the histoiy of the M iddle East, 

they do so from  very different view points: all m aintain an academ ic tone, but 

the first is ostentatiously objective, the second has a self professed A rm enian 

bias and the last is fram ed in a new ly cobbled together K urdish re-vision of 

N ear Eastern history.

To set the stage, 1 w ill ^ve exam ples of the various "historical 

m inefields" that ideology presents to the purportedly objective scholar. Each 

"m ine" (toponym lc, geographic, political, or historical) is arm ed or disarm ed 

dependent upon the political allegiance or antagonism of the academ ic: 

K urdish, Israeli, A rm enian, Palestinian, Iraqi, Turkish, etc.

A short history of the changes that the w ords designating the 

languages, peoples, and the politics of the Levant have undergone goes far to 

explain the com plexities inherent in such oft used and supposedly w ell- 

defined term s as Arab, Kurd, Turk, Palestiruan, Iraqi and Israeli and w hy they 

arc so explosive. M ost of the general term s began the Tw entieth C entury w ith  

a negative connotation given them  by the "enem ies" of those so designated: 

Turk, Arab, and K urd w ere all used by the W est to distinguish m asses of 

peop le w ho them selves w ould have required m ore variety and precision in 

their ethnic, political, religious and linguistic identities.

For exam ple, the area sequentially know n as C anaan, Phillstla (G reek 

Palestine), Judea, Judca/lsracl, Syria, the H oly Land, Palestine, and Israel 

has been Infrequently under the rule of the nations’ w ho gave their nam es to 

the territory itself, yet has also harboured the A m m elikes, Phoenicians (also 

C anaanites), A m m onites (A m m an rem inds us), Philistines (one of the Sea 

Peoples), A ram aeans (Syrians and prc-M osaic "Jew s"), H ebrew s (post-M osaic 

Judeans and Israelites), M oabites, Idum cans (usually considered Ishm calitcs 

or A rabs), H ittites, Persians, G reeks, Egyptians, A rm enians, R om ans, A rabs, 

K urds, Turks (Scljuk, M am cluk, Tim urid, O ttom an, etc.), C rusaders, 

C ircassians, French, English, and about every other nationality under the 

sun. 'This sam e territory in differing segm entations has been under the 

hegem ony of distant im perium s: Egypt, Syria, A ssyria, C haldea, Persia, 

G reece, R om e, B yzantium , the A rab C aliphates, M uslim D ynasties (the 

A yyubids, etc.). C rusaders, the M am cluks of Egypt, the M ongols, the T im urids, 

the O ttom ans, etc.

W hether R coboham  or C yrus or B alduin ruled the land and diluted or 

exiled the population to som e extent, the m ajority m aintained their lives 

w ithout great change after the introduction of agriculture in N eolithic tim es. 

H ow ever, the language of rule w as m ore labile: C anaanitc (Phoenician or 

H ebrew ) w as replaced by A ram aic (the lingua-Jranca of m any successive 

M csopotam icm em pires from  C haldea to Sassanian Persia and the probable

Beta Klirdca, vol. 1, 1994, pp.21S - 234 O Curzon Press
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tcnl-longuc of A braham ), w hich w as Joined but not replaced by G reek (this 

situation continued for nearly a m illennium ). The A rab invasions started to tip 

the balance against A ram aic (this w as a slow process), but the underlying  

m osaic of d ialects affected spoken A rabic so that its dialects arc m ore separate 

languages held together by a com m on w ritten standard. In the M iddle A ges, 

Persian, K urdish, French, Turkish, Italian, and M ongol penetrated the area, 
and in recent tim es, English and H ebrew have been added: the last is an 

ironic return to one of the oldest dialects spoken, C anaanitc, w ritten w ith one 

of the longest lived alphabets, the A ram aic.

In the ease of political geography, m odem Israel's m ajor population is 

situated in ancient Philistia (Palestine), w hile the m ajority of today’s 

Palestinians live in A ncient Israel and Judea, far from the coast that used to 

bear the nam e of their chosen cpon3m [ious antecedents. This is no less true of 

the other inhabitants of the region, w ho use historical geography for a 

historical, political purposes, and as w e shall see, the K urds arc as w illing to 
w ork this m agic as any.

The only viable sum m ary of archaeology and history is that this region, 

like m ost others in the N eeu- East and the w orld, has been hom e to m any 

nations ruled by m any Em pires and that no one has unrivalled claim s to all of 

it, and everyone has substantial claim s to som e of it.

N ow it is also evident that the linguistic m ap has never overlain exactly 

the ethnic or the political one. A ny intliv idual, no m atter the era, could have 

only  been scm i-accuratcly described w ith a m uch hyphenated designation: an 

A ram aic speaking-Jew ish-R om an citizen from A rm enia, a Persian speaking- 

K urdish-Shiitc-A rabic author, or a H ebrew spcaking-D ruzc-athcist-Isracli 
citizen living in I>cbanon.

This m essy overview of the eternal ethnic m ess that represents the 

essential, nurturing soil of civilization is the proper fram e in w hich to view  the 

m any attem pts to sim plify or clarify the ethnic and political afP iliations of the 

region: Em pires grow  best in diversity , w hile nation-states (usually the result 

of im perial disintegration) attem pt to paint all inhabitants "ours or theirs 

(m eaning dead)". Ethnic nam es w hich had little consequence during Em pire 

could select for pow er or m assacre during naU onalist (oft-tim es xenophobic) 

regim es. N am es such as Arab. Kurd, Turk and Jew have sem iotic as w ell as 

cultural values. O ften those m eanings are determ ined originally by the enem y 

or the conqueror: Greek is a term  of R om an origin; Turk w as a curse in m any 

languages before its partial am elioration in recent tim es; Kurd w as used for 

peoples w ith a certain transhum ant life style w hether they spoke the language 
or not.

A gain, the m eanings of w ords such as Arab or Turk can be controlled by 

the "victim s", Jew s or A rm enians, and the ethnos vililicd can adopt som e of 

the victim s’ program : Pan-Turkish or Pan-A rab political visions can subsum e 

earlier Turkish or A rab conspiracies docum ented by other, inim ical ethnic 

groups. To take an exam ple far afield , the A m erican Indians or A m erindians 

or N ative A m ericans have chosen these designations from  a few  choices given 

them  by their persecutors, the Europcan-A m cricans. These term s have no 

m eaning w ithout the counterfoils, European- or A frican-A m ericans, and they 

tell us nothing about the languages, cultures or religions of those so nam ed. 

A t the sam e tim e, the existence of the notion N ative A m erican gives special 

significance to the A m erican portion of the term s Italian-A m erican, A rm cnian- 
A m crican, etc.

C ivilization is the result of the m ixture of cultures: it is inherently  

polycthn ic. It is not necessary for a nationalist m ovem ent that it be 

uncivilized, but the m ajority , nonetheless, fall into that m ost barbaric of 

stances, a univocal claim  to unicultural superiority: m aking the inadequacy of
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language (one, short nam e is convenient and often phonologically exigent) a 

m eans to ignore the com plexity of all sem antic reality represented by our 

sem antically abbreviated tongues.

I. In the light of the above, let us look at the first book under review . It Is 

a  collection of papers given at a  conference on the ethnic identity of the K urds, 

seen as an instructive exam ple of the general problem s of ethnic identification.

The first paper included in the collection is by H am it B ozarslan, and it 

bccu-s the title CBA“ The Kurdish Question in Turkish Political Life: the Situation as of 
1990". Its m ost Im portant revelation is the anti-political nature of the K cm alist 

and m ost other extrem e nation-creating states. Politics Is a process of 

com prom ise w ith the piolycthnlc and polysem antic reality of civilization. It is 

the engine of civilized developm ent. The K cm alists w anted nothing to do w ith  

it: there w as only one right path and they w ere on it. U sing every m eans at 

their d isposal they m anaged to cover the ethnically florid A natolian  carpet w dth 

a boring, synthetic, cheap, drab, m achine m ade m otel rug except in the South 
East.

T im e alw ays favours politics although the K cm alists’ successes have left 

few er political voices to be raised, yet the resuscitation of Lazarian languages, 

cultures and politics has been one of the surprises of our century and surely 

one of the m iracles of the next. The author sees the present Turkish regim es 

as truly political despite the shadow  of the M ilitary’s suspicion. Therefore, he 

finds the future of the K urds in Turkey as necessarily brighter than m ost 
forecasters.

The second article looks to the w ider region and highlights the intra- 

K urdish problem s that have destroyed every attem pt at K urdish unity . N ot 

only have m ost K urdish m ovem ents been m irror-im ages of their non-K urdish 

opposition, they have been distinctly coloured by the nationalist politics of 

their states of residence; thus, K urds of Iraq battle Turkish K urds for political 

reasons that ignore the larger K urdish Q uestion, but are driven by local 
political advantages.

M artin van B rulncsscn ’s "Kurdish Society and the Modem State: Ethnic 

Nationalism Versus Nation-Building" gives a historical overview of the K urdish 

S tate m ovem ent through the last tw o centuries. Tribal loyalties and party 

discipline can have their confluences, but the one is driven by genealogy, 

w hile the latter, by  ideology: stability  is not an attribute of the last.

A lthough the PK K m aintains a strong M aoist line in favour of a single 

K urdish state, the supra-national w orld pow ers have forced m ost realistie 

K urdish politieians to fight for ethnic and  Juridical rights w ithin their resident 

states. A t the sam e tim e, it is hoped that the K urds m ay be a force to 

persuade the creators of the new  regim es of the M iddle East that their resident 

ethnic m inorities be insured ethnic integrity In any future constitu tions 

because the attem pted destruction of in terior m inorities also leads to the slow  

death of the m ajority culture: the com plex Interior polycultural and p>olyethnic 

com petitions w ithin the individual aiiJst or politician fructify the "national" 
culture.

'The third essay takes on the language question (Philip K reyenbrock’s 

"Kurdish Identity and the Language Question” ). The author ri^tly em phasizes 

the individual histories of the tw o w ritten dialects of K urdish, Kurmaryi (in 

Turkey and Syria) and Sorani (in Iraqi and Iranian K urdistan). The later has 

been referred to by K urdish Ideologues as South Kurmaryi, but this is m ore an 

attem pt to plaster over evident differences betw een the tw o m ain groups of 

K urdish dialects. A ltogether, there are greater differences betw een them  than 

betw een G erm an and D utch, or English and Low land Scots. H e also dispels 

the notions of m any Pan-K urdists that K urdish is the long-lost, direct
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descendant of M edian or of Parthiein or that the Zaza and G urani languages 

arc any m ore closely related to K urdish than is Persian itself although these 

peoples share a com m on life-style and w ere frequently confounded w ith the 

K urds by hegem onic pow ers. This topic w ill be taken up below during the 

review  of M chrdad Izady’s handbook.
W hat he fails to m ention is the pow er that m odem  technology gives to 

essentially illiterate groups to m aintain their dialects: the tape and video 

recorder, the telephone, etc. M oreover, com puters allow the m ost arrant 

phoneticians to create their ow n scripts and to dissem inate them . This 

provides a balance to ideological purists w ho are attem pting to foist a pre­

m ade, purifled language on the m ajority for every reason except the practical 

ones. Purists can doom the linguistic unity of a future K urdish state to 

fruitless bickering: unity m ust evolve from econom ic, cultural and political 

confluence. The situation in A rm enia (tw o w ritten languages united by a 

com m on ancient language and alphabet) m ay serve both as a m odel for 

solutions and dissolutions.
The sym bolic value of the K urdish language w ill drive m any tow ards the 

creation of a unified and unifying w ritten dialect, but it m ust be em phasized 

that culture resides in every spoken and w ritten variant and that this process 

need not be a zero-sum  gam e. Like all sm aller nations, m ulti lingualism  (or 

m ultiglossia) is the best choice for the continued enrichm ent of K urdish 

(econom ically as w ell as culturally) and this requires the accent be put on 

excellcnee of education for the Individual K urd w ho w ill take part in the alw ays 

dem ocratic evolution and fit of language to reality .

M onir M onad’s CBA"Kurdish Ethnic Identity in ireuf is not as focused as the 

other contributors’ w ork. It docs, how ever, serve as a good review of the 

difficu lties m entioned in the form er eulicles.

TT ils is especially true of the linguistic problem s facing Soranl, w hich is 

not the only w ritten dialect in Iraq. W e are again brought face to face w ith the 

age old problem  that an apparent unity disappears w henever you focus m ore 

than perfunctory attention upon it.

The best section is an extended excursus upon the Faili K urds, w hose 

present w ealthy urbanite status opposes our com m on assum ptions about the 

K urds and their place in the social structure of their countries of residence. 

The Failis live largely in B aghdad, w here they have replaced the Jew s, as the 

predom inant m erchants, but they are in civic lim bo due to the non-rccognition 

of their citizenship  as Iraqis (having kept Iranian citizenship under the B ritish 

m andate, they later ran up against the Iraqi recognition of only A rabs and 

non-A rabs w ith O ttom an citizenship as Iraqis). It is these "city-K urds", w ho 

represent the intellectual force behind the all-K urds-are-one m ovem ent; it is 

am ong this civicly unified dis-unity that the functional linguistic, econom ic, 

politicd and cultural K urdish sem em es w ill be forged.

'These scholastic articles raise m any m ore questions than  .answ ers. 'The 

nam e K urd has not only changed dram atic£rlly from  a transhum ant descriptor 

to an cthnonyrb, but the ethnicity so described has itself changed w ith non- 

K urds adopting the K urdish language (A ssyro-C haldcans and Jew s - w ith the 

inevitable m ixing of the echt-K urds into these groups) and K urds assim ilating  

into the larger ethnic units of the region, w hether A rabic, 'Turkish or Persian.

Language is the result of the social consolidation of the crcativcncss of 

individuals them selves socially form ed em d controlled: an academ ic or 

ideological com m ittee cannot w in out against the interplay of the dem os and 

the environm ent. 'The w ord concocted by the lexicographer has less chance of 

w inning the laurel of w ide usage than the nonce creation of a sem iliterate 

typesetter w ith bad eyesight The etym ologists of the future w ill v iew  w ith m ild 

irony the pretensions of today’s "language-m akers".
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Finally , there is a need for the questioning  of the assum ption that loeal, 

tribal or civie identity m ust be w eakened in order to ereate a truly K urdish 

I super-nation. W e are all pot-pourris of identities: eaeh soeial stratum  in w hieh

I w e funetlon, eaeh environm ent w e intcraet w ith requires a different ethnle,

poliU eal, ceonom ie and linguistie (even if only in register) deseriptor. A  strong 

I nation is unified at definite strata, not at all. R espeetful preservation of these

I essential differenees is the first step to the selective, w illing consolidation of

the people into a  viable, eclectic nation.

lliis is the chief reason that the first concern of nation-builders should 

be the successful creation of a constitu tion that recognizes and preserves the 

j rights of all regional ethnic m inorities and of every visiting ethnic so that the

m uch m ore heterogeneous nature of the individuals that m ake up the 

hegem onic ethnos can also have their individual rights preserved.

A future K urdistan m y need to be a federation of Individual Turkish, 

Iraqi, Iranian and Sjalan com ponents. A s m odem  Turkey and Iraq teach us, 

j w hen the m acrocosm  overw helm s and destroys its com ponent m icrocosm s,

the result is state-suicide.

I n. The second book under review critiques Justin M cC arthy’s Muslims and
! Minorities: the Population of Ottoman Anatolia and the End of the Empire, N ew

Y ork U niversity  Press, 1983.

B oth the A rm enians’ and the K urds’ dem ographic invisibility to the 

O ttom an state is explored although its origins had different sources. The 

I A rm enians and the K urds evaded registration to avoid taxation, w hile the

K urds also w ished to avoid conscription (w hich did not face the A rm enians 

until after the beginning of this century). M oreover, the A rm enians w ere a 

definite millet, w hile the K urds w ere subsum ed under the rubric Muslim.
Prof. M cC arthy has Justified his rejection of the use of A rm enian village 

accounts, m ostly w ritten in the diaspora, because these sources w ere 

inherently biased tow ards increasing the num ber of A rm enians in the Em pire. 

W hat Prof. M arashlian show s is that Prof. M cC arthy ’s final estim ates agree 

w ith estim ates of A rm enian academ ics and that village accounts also largely 

agree w ith Prof. M cC arthy ’s regional num bers; how ever, these village accounts 

add finer dem ographic detail to the picture em d do this especially in reference 

to the K urds, w hose existing num bers at the tim e are usually the product of 

I tortuous calculations based on present census data controlled by travellers

accounts and foreign diplom ats’ estim ates.

i Prof. M arashlian suggests that Prof. M cC arthy him self is b iased tow ards

the reigning Turkish ideological constructs and this is attested by this 

reference: ’in areas of the A rm enian K ingdom s there w ere great num bers of 

Turks of K urdish ancestry, at least as far back as X enephon, and probably 

earlier." (p. 50).

This is the rankest nonsense that uses the fantasy of the neo-K urdish  

historians w ith that of K cm alist propagandists: there w ere Iranian com ponents 

to the Indo-Europeans in the A m icnian H ighlands from  ancient tim es till the 

present, but they w ere not K urdish until at least the 8th century  A D , and w hat 

pray tell is a  Turk of K urdish ancestry? A n assim ilated K urd? A n assim ilated 

j A rm enian? W hat? These sorry collocations are som ew hat like a recent

) A m erican history text’s reference to S t. N icholas as a  Turkish bishop. Is Ivan

I the Terrible a  Soviet tsar or C aesar an Italian general?

Is the new definition of a Turk anyone living in Turkey w ho uses 

t Turkish in their daily business? This is the K cm alist desire, but it alw ays

m eets the intractable K urds and their unw illingness to be subsum ed into the 

glorious new  alloy.

Scholarship is especially unfortunate w hen it becom es prey to political
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favourilism : Prof. M cC arthy clearly secs the slivers of the excesses on the 

K urdish and A rm enian side w ithout noticing the beam  of Turkish excess that 

w ould dissolve all the nations of an anciently m ixed-national area into one 

pseudo-nationality using  any m eans available.

Prof. M cC arthy also questions the use of the w ord Genocide to describe 

the deportations and m assacres of the A rm enians in O ttom an territory. H e 

assum es that m any peoples shared the horrors of the tim e, including the 

surrounding M uslim s, w hom  he disingenuously nam es Turks, although they 

w ere lai^gcly Iranian speakers; K urds and Zazas. A ll of this m ay be 

dcm ographically true and not in the least call into question the attem pted  

genocide of the A rm enians.

The destruction of a nation, by slaughter, deportation, or forced 

assim ilation is an international crim e, and m ost im peril nations (the G reat 

Pow ers, for exam ple) have been guilty of it. TTic attem pt in m odem  Turkey to 

say that m ore ’Turks" died during W orld W ar I than A rm enians is sim ilar to 

the statem ent that m ore W hite A m ericans died than N ative-A m cricans during  

the Indian W ars of last century or that m ore U krainians and Poles died than 

Jew s during  W orld W ar II. They ene factually tm e, but used tendentiously if 

they arc supposed to w hitew ash the gcnocidal destruction of N ative- 

A m cricans, A rm enians, or Jew s.

G enocide is not a num bers gam e; it is proven w hen a nation has been 

chosen for elim ination by a governm ent and that choice is acted upon by the 

various m eans at their disposal. W hen the U S G overnm ent gave sm all-pox 

victim s’ blankets to C herokee on the long m arch to O klahom a, they w ere 

practising genocide through germ w arfare; w hen the G erm an governm ent 

incarcerated and m urdered every  Jew  they could find in the areas under their 

hegem ony, they w ere practising genocide (note that there 8ue few Jew s in 

areas that had large Jew ish populations even as there are few  C herokecs in 

the A m erican South or A rm enians in South-east Turkey); w hen the O ttom an 

governm ent chose to brutally m urder m ost of the ^ym enian intellectual class 

and to dcfrort hundreds of thousands of m cn,'^om cn and children of 

A rm enian descent w ithout any preparations for their sustenance in the 

desertifled areas they w ere rem oved to, they w ere practising genocide and it 

should sim ply be so stated.

O n the K urdish front som e parts of the present and past governm ents of 

Turkey have attem pted to forcibly assim ilate their K urdish m inority: thus the 

silly notion that Turks of K urdish ancestry greeted X enophon’s G reeks w ith  

K cm alist nationalist slogans. There is a clear and present danger that the 
crim e m ight be repeated.

'The second half of the book sum m arizes inform ation from som e 70 

village m em oirs w ritten by deported A rm enians. This m aterial w as not used 

by Prof. M cC arthy, but w hy it w as not used is not clear. It is im possible that 

all 70 authors could  Join in a  vast clandestine cabal across tim e and space so 

as to skew and exaggerate the num bers of O ttom an A rm enians; m oreover, 

those w ho m ay have desired to do so w ould  be uncovered through com parison  

w ith O ttom an, A rm enian and other sources. W ould a m odem  Polish historical 

dem ographer cogently ignore the post-H olocaust Jew ish accounts of shtctl 
life?

"fhese w orks help to disentangle the K urds from the lai^gcr group 

designated M uslim s by the O ttom an authorities. The K urds w ere after the 

A rm enian genocide frequently the m ajority population in parts of E )astcm  eind 

Southern A natolia and that fact has been a problem  for the realization of the 

K cm alist restm eturing of the past to fit present ideology (som ething done by 

all governm ents, but never to be accepted by objective scholars).

Ihcsc sources w ould be useful to scholars trying to get a cultural and
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dem ographic snapshot of Eastern A natolia during the dissolution of the 

O ttom an Im perium . There existence in such num bers also attests to the 

A rm enian genocide (recently ofllcially recognized by Israel), for no people 

except the Jew s, have published so m any m em oirs of their beloved, but lost, 

v illages and fam ilies. This activity and its largely private publication testifles 

to the extraordinary traum a undergone by the indigenous A rm enian 

population of the Eastern parts of M odem  Turkey in the first decades of our 

century.

m . N ow w e turn to a truly heroic w ork that is at the sam e tim e heroically 

w rong-headed. There have been various K urdish responses to the politick 

and cultural attacks upon them  organized by the Turkish, Iraqi and Iranian 

states. M ost of them  have been staged at the tactical level: docum entation of 

the presence of K urds for centuries in Shirvan or V an, for exam ple, but 

M chrdad Izady ’s handbook takes a global approach and he no less freely 

travels throu^ tim e and space playing havoc w ith accepted historical verities 

than do the K cm alist historians he opposes so frequently in his pages. Fight 

lire w ith fire is the m otto for the w ork, and he justifies his strategy by the 

frequency of its use in the schoolbooks put out for the nationalization of the 

young in alm ost every nation state: nations w ant to ow n the past even if they 

arc only recent arrivals to the region.

W hile it is true that nK xlcm  Egyptlem s have few  cultural connections to 

the ancient Egyptians, w hether in language, culture, religion, or politics and 

arc still conm dered Egyptians, this cannot be extrapolated as a universal 

principle: the A nasazi are not "our ancient A rizonans" despite that state 's 

attem pt to convince the children of Tucson that they are; the ancient people of 

C appadocia have never been considered speakers of an Iranian language until 

the com ing of C ym s and have never been considered K urds until their 

K urdifleation by  M . Izady  because presently  there are K urds residing there.

'fhe often ignored and estranging truth that population genetics 

changes little or at all despite frequent cultural and political overlays is used 

here w ith a vengeance to substantiate the idea that the population of a 

prospective K urdistan based upon the regions w hich today have a K urdish 

m ajority population have alw ays been K urdish. M any a fact is tw isted to do 

this and nineteenth century notions of an unchanging ’V olkgcist" appear, but 

the m ajor engine for th is theory is the repeated evolution of the people from  a 

citified to a nom adic existence and vice versa in answ er to environm ental 

change: religious, linguistic, econom ic, m eteorological, etc.

There is m uch to say for the riotlon of a  dem ographic bedrock and C olin 

R enfrew  has popularized the idea in the field of Indo-European archaeology, 

but once you say that everyone in N eolithic Europe w as som ehow Indo- 

European, have you said anything very useful? M ore to the point, w hen I say 

that the A nasazi arc A rizonans or the C appadocians, K urds, am 1 

dem onstrating anything m ore than that 1 know the present dw ellers in the 

land and those in its past, and that 1 am  too lasy or incurious to discover w hat 

those from  the past m ay have called it?

M . Izady uses the usual linguistic im prccisions to get practically 

everyone under the m bric Kurd. H e uses the already discussed N orth and 

South K urm anji nom enclature and tries to include the G urani and the 2^aza 

under them . H e uses the loose logic that as M edian. Parthian and K urdish arc 

generally all considered N orthw est Iranian Iw guagcs that it follow s that they 

all m ight as w ell be called K urdish: I could as easily m ake G erm an, English or 

G othic.

H e uses tribal nam es w ith the loosest of etym ological rules (his norm al 

rule being if it vaguely sounds the sam e, it is the sam e) to prove Pontian,
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C appadocian, A rm enian, M edian, Parthian, etc. ruling houses K urdish, w hich 

is an exercise scholars cringe at w hen they m eet it in privately published 

genealogical m em oirs.

In general, he uses a kernel of truth to launch into the greatest 

exaggeration or sim ple falsehood. H ow ever, this does not say that the book 's 

bringing together of m any disparate facts is not useful. There are m any 

Interesting and w ell sum m arized sections in the book. The section on the 

K urds 2m d R eligion has good thum bnedl sketches of the various religious 

m ovem ents found in the area. Y et again you w ill find a depiction of the so 

called "cult of angels" (as he claim s yezad m eans CBA“ angeC although m ost 

Iranists agree it m eans "one sacrificed to or deity") as som e m ysterious 

foundation upon/to w hich all subsequent religions are based or are 

connected. This is the stuff of "theosophy" rather than religious scholarship.

The handbook is richly illustrated w ith m aps, tables, and diagram s m ost 

of w hich are as dubious as the text. It is divided into 10 chapters and each 

section has num erous cross references. The 10 chapters cover geography, 

land and environm ent, history, hum an geography, religion, language, 

literature and press, society , political and contem porary issues, econom y, and 

culture and  arts.
A lm ost everything M . Izady says has a w ell-know n source and alm ost 

everything he quotes w as not intended to be used in the w ay he has. This 

book is sure to enrage m ost K urds and m ost of the nations bordering on them . 

It took great courage and conviction to w rite, and it is sad that the author 

used the m ethods of so m any disciplines he has not deeply studied O inguistics 

chief am ong them , but also archaeology, anthropology, etc.) to produce so 

m any unw arranted notions.

W hat all of these books testify to is the im portance of a clear ethnic  

identity on the m odem political scene: the m anufacture and m aintenance of 

such an identity is a m ajor intellectual occupation of ideological partisans 

throughout the w orld. Scholarship should as often as not, take a critical 

stance before such endeavours, for w hen they join the ranks of the PR m en, 

they frequently  lose their academ ic credentials.

VIRGIL STROHMEYER
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^ M .-A . Soltani. The Historiced Geography and Comprehensive 
History of Kermanshahan. V ol. 2, part 1. Tehran, 1993.-570 pp.; 

V ol. 2 . part 2 ., Ibid ., 1993.- 1120 pp.

The present volum e is a com prehensive investigation devoted to the 

tribes of the K erm em shahan area in Iran. It represents a  region, w here, despite 

its sm all territory, there are juxtaposed different Iranian languages and 

dialects (K urdish, Luri, G urani, Laki, A uram ani, etc.) and various Islam ic 

trends and sects, from O rthodox Islam ic Shafl’i and ofiicial Shi’lsm to Sufi 

N aqshbandiyya and Q adiriyya orders and extrem e Shi’a sects [Ahl-i  Haqq, or 

AU illahi). The fact that the author is a native of the region, considerably


