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The Debt to the Assyrians

The latest appeal jssued by the ArcHmissor
of Cantenpaury on behalf of the Assyrians is
puinfil, dnd indeed humilinting, reading for all
who are ncquainted with the calamitous history
of a brave and honourable community. The
scheme for a large-scale settlement of these
unfortunate people on the Upper Oronies in
Northern Syria has been abandoned owing to
the French Government's decision to surrender
the Mandate and the certninty that the coming
Arnb Government of Syria would be hostile to
any such proposal. Some 20,000 Assyrians,
mast of whom have opted for transfer 1o Syria,
remain in Irag. Their position is precaripus,
The antecedents and attitude of the men who
compose or control the new Government of
[raq make it improbable that they will do any-
thing for this immigrant minority. The Iragi
Assyrinns are therefore in & position fraught
with hardship to themselves and embarrassment
to the Iragi Governmenl. The future of those
who have entered Syrian territory on the faith
of French promises is equally uncertain, The
Turkish Government object to their preseénce on
the Khabur river near the Syro-Turkish fron-
tier. The proximity of French garrisons EUaran-
tees them for the present against the attacks of
Kurds and Beduins; but when these forces are
withdrawn, as they may be before long, the
newcomers are likely to suffer. The recent
riols in Beirut, which passes for being the most
progressive city in the French Levant, do not
hold out much hope for a minority tucked
awiy in o distant corner of a generally un-
friendl ¥ country.

Meanwhile the search for an alternutive
scheme of setilement is being pursued at Geneva,
where it is hoped that a new plan will be ready
for the Council early in the coming vear. Past
experience, however, does not justify complete
confidence that the scheme will be acceptable or
accepted, and in any case 0 great many
Assyrinns will require aid und relief duning thiy
winter. The vacillntions or inertin of successive
Crovernments ¢an to some slight exient be re-
paired by private initistive. The ArcunmsHop's
appeal will at least give those who are more
jealous of their country's reputation an oppor-
tunity of relieving the immedinte distresses of a
people whose chief error was their trust in
British assurances,

"The Times!

19.41.36,
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PLIGHT OF THE
ASSYRIANS

e

APPEAL FOR WINTER HELP
The Archbishop of Cunterbury, pres
dent of Ihe Assyrian Settlement National
Appeal, and Mr. L. § Amery, chairman,

huve issped the fallowing stulermnent
Since (e Assvrian National Appeal was
Inunched st the Minsion Hotse m Muarch las

the sheme lar o lirps-scile sed Hemsent i Lhe
Ghah region of Upper Syda hos Had to be

decron ol the

abandoned ds 8 resull of the
French Governiment 16 surfende
This does ot mean on abandonmant ol
effort, through the Leagoe, 1o Mind sor
able wlution of the Assvriar
meeting of the Lengue in Sepiember o
Faorelgn Sccrstiry assured the Council that the
Balunoe of the 250,000 offered last ve
his Mojesiy's Government would siill be
ahle, under the same conditlons for any alter-
npfive  permanent  scheme. The F el
Minister of lrag undertook to recommend 1o
his Government (o provide funds p
with his Majeily's Government [or he
tinwance of the work of the Assyrian Com
mitiee of the Lesgue, while the E£86.000
suhidy voted by ithe Assembly last ve
nipe atill in hand. The search for an alterns
iive scheme of settlement 48, wo understand
being actively continued

Meanwhile we are confronted with the imme-
dizte plight of the Azsvris themselves. Some
#3500 of them, 2.500 ol wlhain only. left Trig
since lnst Moy, are lemporarily camped in 1%
villaj alang the river Khobitr in the norih-
[ corner of Syria The remainder, some
1.0 W0 I, are still in Irig. Most of thews
-'|l'Il:'|| o aneler o Syrin. nnd RO,
a5 the Iragi Foreign Ministers out o
I||'(' I‘.'.Ij_'IIL'. 1% now one of greal dif wculty o
themaelves and of embarr sment to the Iragi
Government., Both those in Irig) and thiose on
the Khabur are faced with dire distress in the
SN winier

The chiirman of the Bonrd of Trustess, whis
under the League, has  superintends
Khabur settlement, 1o s B
that there % most I winter cloth-
ing for pructicafly the whale of e Ihee
under his care as well a5 of supplemen
foodstidTs for those in need and expecially Ton
the sick, and that he has no Tunds avadlahle
lor these purposes, From Irag letters ol appeal
contimially reach us both from the Assyrians
themselves and from our own people disiresned
at the sulferings endured by (hise whose bosalty
and  devotion maintatned British policy  and
British credit throvgh the difficult and anxious
yeiars aller the War. Whatever scheme of
setilement may eveniually arrived Wl we
realize that our fiest and imperative lask i
wr see 1l helpless people through the nest
few months, Maoney and gifts in kind are
urgenily needed

Al comumii

Lhe mandale

L1

1

cations showld be addressed

io: The organizing secrelary, Lhe Asvvrian
Settlement  MNational Appeal, 30, Gordon
Square, London, W.C.1
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Geneva and the Assyrians

On Suturday the League Council added one
muore disappointment to its score. This time the
Assyriting, a fechble folk, were the victims of the
discovery thut the new home which the French
Government proposed o offer them in Man-
datory Syrin was unsuitable. The news was
communicated to the Council by SEROR Banicia,
on behall of the League Advisory Commiltee
which has béen charged with the problem of
their settlement. He stated that the srea rent-
able on the valley of the Upper Oronites, in
the Republic of Latskin, was much smaller
than had been anticipated, and that the
owners demanded terms which could not be
met out of the budget of the scheme, It & some-
what surprising thal these facts Jdid nol come
o light before Higs Muesty's Government
had voted a grant of £57,000 towards the settle-
ment of these refugees and the ArcithisHop of
Cawteraury had launched an appeal on their
behall,

A more convincing explanation of the
unsuitability of the region proposed for their
settlement whs supplied on behalf of the French
Government. Stripped of its diplomatic trap-
pings, it amounted to nn odmission that the
French Foreign Office had been negotialing o
trenty with the Arab Nationaltsls of Syria under
which the Swmtes of Syria and the Lebanon
would aoquire the same status as [rag and would
become independent allies of the Freoch
Republic: that the treaty involved the cession
to Syrin of the Republic of Latakia; that
the Arabs opposed the supervision by repre-
sentatives of the League of MNations of their
relations with their racial or religious mipori-
ties ; and that they were so hostile to the
projecied Asayrinn  settlement that even the
indigenous minorities were threatened. The
French who are trying to obtam saleguards for
these minorities  could not increase  their
responsibilities.  This attitude on  the part ol
the Aribs was to be expected. The Govern:
ment of Irng in somewhat similar circumstances
hed ebjected successfully to League sipervision
It had honoured the military men who had per-
mitted o massocre of Assyrians and threatencd
British officers who displayed an inconvenient
curiosity on the subject. Damascus took ils cue
from Baghdad, and the French, having changed
their palicy in the Levant, are nol in a position
lo profect an Assyrian settlement.

No one can fairly blame the present French
Giovernment lor their faflure 1o carry oul the
scheme which thelr predecessors had played
with and dropped. Negotintion belween the
Cuni d'Orsay and the Syrinn Arab delegates had
made great progress before M. Buom became
Prime Minister. It i5 beligved Indeed that the
only quedtion other than that of the minorities
which remnins unsettled concerns the frontiers
ol the Lebanon, which the Syrian Moslems
would confline 1o the narrow limits of
Turkish days. But it is regretiable  that
M. Sarraur's Governmenlt were unable 1o
inform: the League of WNations or the
British Government, who are specially in-
terested in the Assyrinn guestion, of the extent
to which they had committed themselves with
the Arabs. 1f now remaina for this country and
for the League to resume their eforits on behalf
of these luckless people. Bolth have to bear the
maoral responsibility for their recénl disisters
and presemt suffering, In 1925 the Leugue of
Mations refused to allow the Assyrinns” home-
land of Hakkiari to be included in lrag and
thus doomed them to remain unpopular refigees
in o couniry where ihey were disliked and
suspected, The British Government, when the
Ansvrinns sought their help after the Russinn
callapse in 1917, settled the Tugitives in Irag,
trained many of them as soldiers—and very
good soldiers they were—used them fo suppress
risings agaist the Mandatory Government, and
thus gave the lragis the impression that the
Assyrinn was merely a British jomssary. Having
produced this impression, and given many
Assyrian leaders an inflated sense of their im-
poriance, the Brilish Governmentl signed a
treaty with Irag. By this pact they gave the
Baghdad Government a blunk cheque so [ar
as the non-Arab minorities were concerned, and
they were genuinely horrified when Iragi
gendarmes and irregulars filled it up in blood.
Such is a brief summary of British responsi-
hilities in the Assvrian tragedy. Now that the
League's first eflort 1o find a home for this
unhappy community has failed, it is clearly the
business of this country fo try once more o
remove @ scandal which has done great harm
to its prestige in the Near and Middle East,

"The Times"
7.VII1.36.




SETTLEMENT OF THE
ASSYRIANS
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FAILURE OF GHAB VAILLEY
PROPOSAL
FROM OUR LEAGUE CORRESMINDENT
GENEVA, JuLy 5
I'he announcement wons made in the
League Council yesterday that the plan

mend

the Assvrians in the

syria, which seemed to

so promising in January, had now

fallen through After three vears aof

suthorities 1o find a home for the
Assvrians of [rag,

ris involy

nlo possibilities of Brazil

esearch
and of British Guiana, the whale problem
Iri%es ONce more.

Fhé report presented to the Leapue
Council vesterday by Seti ;
showed (I

r Barcia (Spain)

when a detalled examination

came 10 be made of the land believed Lo be
lable in the Ghab Val ey the are

T 101, 1M
rentable was much smaller than had been

expected, and the prices asked su
render the hud of the settlement schome
flivient for its realiz ilion Later the
r'::‘I'I\ 0 Crovernment

arcw arenhon W
other and more serious difficultics due 1o
local political development nnd the
sttg Of mind in the Arab world,
incréasingly uncompromising

nresent

where 1
allituge of the majorty elements 1owards
minorities
SIGCTATIoOm

Al yesterday's meeting the Council
proved the proposals of the League
dviisory Committee that o shouald ._-'.xr-
Linue s efforts on beholf of
and also the sugeestion of the Rapparteur
that the Government of Irag should be
eminded of the undertaking ';11"1 1] 'Ir.|._|
concerning the security and welfare ol
A sEyr

Sevvid Sabith MNa ho represented
Irag at the Council ¢, promised that
until a solution had been found to the

10 be taken inlo con-

e Assyrinng

seitlement problem the Assyrians still in
Irag would continue 1o enjoy complete
SECUr|

Mr, Eden. who presided owver the
Council meetng, expressed the hope that
the further effort which wiis (o0 be made
ad to a scttlement by collective

would |
petion on the |‘l.|.l| ol the |_-.’!.|:_.:I|..'

Earlier in the Council meeling, as the
w Mr. Eden on the

guestion of slavery, the Council repeated

outcome of a report

a8 previously expressed hope that the
Slaverv Convenlion of H'L';:I: mber, 1926,
might be ratified without delay by those
States which, having agreed or acceded (o
I subject 1o raufication, had not vyet

ratihied
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ASSYRIANS FOR SYRIA

| m—

2,000 MORE TO LEAVE IRAQ
FROM OUR CORRDSPONDENT

BAGHDAD, June 9
vhout 20NN Assvrians: who  hove
CRpressed 10e desire D emigrale from ||_:.|
will leave Mosul during the present monih
lor the Khabur district in north-casiern
Svria, which is being used ay o temporar
seitiemetil area pending the completion of

the drrigation and dr lindge projects 1
are o make the Ghab (on the
Lhrontes) suitable for the s
i agriculiurial  people 5ix  thousand

Assyrians nfe already “in the Khabur
district

Oir Special 1

article i The Tin an Ju

. | - LL)
i L1l
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SETTLING THE
ASSYRIANS

——— .

A REBUFF TO
OPTIMISM

From Our Specinl Correspondent
BEIRUT

Inquiry into the progress which is being
made with the removal of the Assyrians of
Irag to Syria reveals that unforeseen diffi-
culties, chiefly political, have arisen. They
have held up its execution entirely [or the
time.

The urea in Syria allotled by the French
Mandatory authorities for the permanent
settlernent of the Assyrians is known as
the Ghab, 1t is a Inrge tract of marshland
lying on both banks of the Orontes, be-
tween 30 and 40 miles north-west of the
town of Hama. Besides being wauier-
logged by springs flowing into it from the
foot of the hills which lie on either side of
the valley, it is Aooded vearly by the river
The Mandutory authorities plan to drain
the irea and hold up the flood-water in a

i

Vel |

e RE ]
AFED oll 34 ..\v

reservoir to be buill higher up the river,
The left bank is (o be drained first, and
15,000 hectares of the lund to be reclnimed
is earmarked for the Assyrians, the work
to be completed by 1940, 1t was proposed
that the Assyrians should be moved mean-
while in baiches from Irng and settled
temporarily, parily on vacant land on the
banks of the River Khubur in north-
eastern Svrin, parily in the neighbourhood
of the Ghab on land 1o be leased for
the purpose. An imternational Assyrian
Seltlement Trustee Board has been ap-
pointed to supervise the work of seltle-
ment from Beirut. The cost of the scherie
is estimated a1 £800,000 for reclamation
and £350,000 for seitlement.

NO LAND AVAILABLE

The first step towards the transfer of the
Assyrians 1o the Ghab was to have been
made this spring, when 6,000 of them were
to have been brought from lrag and
planted near the area to be reclnimed, so
that they could be employed on the drain-
age works. This move has had o be
abundoned - because there is no land on
which 10 put them, although repre-
sentutives. of the League whi vislled Syrin
a year ago were told by the French
authorities that an aren of land sufficient 1o
provide remporary settlement For 20,000
persons was being reserved

Thiy sudden change in the situation is
not altogether the fault of the French,
although their guarinieés seem 10 have
been somewhat lightly given,and the details
of the scheme rather sketchily worked owt
The prospect of France surrendering hep
Mandate over the State of Syria, envisaged
when M. de Mariel promised the Syrian
Mationalists their independence on March
1. has entirely altered the conditions. The
land promised by ibe French Adminisiri.
Hon last puturmn was miinly land heavily
morigaged to the banks. The officiuls
counted on being able to pul pressure on
the banks to foreclose nnd thus release the
land for settlement. MNow (Hat the future
of the Mandate is In guestion their
authority is not what it was. The
MNatlonalists, most of them Moslems, are
asserfing themuelves and are not at all
anxious that men of their country and
religion should lose land for the benefit
of a batch of Christinn aliens,

It is true that the Ghab land, on which
it is intended ultimately 1o settle the Assy-
riany, does nat lie in the Stale of Syria,
but in that of Latakin, whose inhabitants
are chiefly Metwallis and Ismailis, mild
and peaceable people and hurdly to be
considered as Moslems : but the building
of a reservoir to hold up the flbod-water
of the Orontes involves the submersion of
some 7,000 heclares of good land, most of
which'is Syriun. The nearest town to the
Cihab, in which the sertlers will have to do
thelr marketing, is Hama, a potorious
cenire of Moslem ' fanuticism.

A HOT-BED OF MALARIA
What wis at first thought 10 be one of
the scheme's chiel recommendations wis
that the Ansariveh Mountains, which form
the western limit of the valley, would
provide pasture for the Assyrians’ Mocks.

"Phe Times

6_?1,56_




MASTUrDEE GYaEne

will onls ulfice  fog N

wherens [he Assvirin g B0

lowest estimnaie
i the Ghab
| | '|‘||_' -.-,l'.
that 18 not ¢
luture—the se
dise
business for which there

s¢ unless they are ing

i5 nlso possible thut when

drair

large paris of it mas

i |'|--,|I_ Those whao
condition

o [RCE

:|.|1._-_.i ng for fund

emient in the beliel tha
wal spot for if
alterna

h could ©

IS one ok L

.|-|',-||'|I,_|I

y scheme wi

al s
f : Kohinbug
OANMY Assyvrians (o
_F‘I'\--'-I'--.l':.-ll-.

Nt o i

has JUust e Ik
down ol the Lh
more immediniely i order i i

home for the reflugees already accumulated
in Mosul The ures, which lies to th c
north ol the Eupl sur the Turkish
Iramftier, 15 an enorm
and completely uninhabited It
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Parliament
HOUSE OF LORDS

Tuespay, Fen 11

took his scat on the

inl & o'clock
STER, Lord-in-Waiiing,
tes-Gieneral

k at n quartes
EARL of MU
i Bl 1o eniable the Postr

m London for the

The

presondcad

o neguire la pomes of th

Powt Oifice umd [0 ihe purpose of  ciecuting
ce v oEreet workd in the Borough of Si
Pancras ; and (o seguire Jund in Manchesier and
Hereford for the purposas of the Pr Oilice

Ihe Volustary Hospilals (Paying Patfents) Bl

ed to on Report.

The Unemployment Asustance (Temporars
Provigions) (Extensiony B, which has P
th the Commons, was read nsecond fime

ASSYRIANS IN IRAQ

THE PRIMATE'S MOTION
This ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY called
mitenim 1o Lthe position of the Assyrinns in Lrag
and his Majesty" whether
1o pive definite information

asked overmment

they were now

as to the pra clx of (he I.'|r||.'.':I.|'r|I of the
Assyriang In Syrin and as to the contribution
which his Majesty's Covernment were prepancd
o make s the coat The Mot Rev
Primate, who o moved 5, reminded
the Ho ol specia ol responsd
bitity which res ] of ihi
Linited King or the wilfare of the Asyrians

v om0 twolold Bas

a limited Bt not unimport
T cvefely at the |
iy € rmang ook them
our protoction, The' best ol them were org
1 Irngg wnder our control
e Assyrians came under ol pro-
virtwe of owr Mandate b Trag, by
which we were bound to proteet the Inlerests ol
minoritied. Later, when we saw it to recommend
the Tragi Govern-
d ir worthy to
of the League of
entrusted this
LS SLT I given b repre-
e, S Francis Humphrey the Perma-
Mandates Comenbision which dire il
enced ' Lhe ‘deciniog the [eapur i<
Mindate to the kingdom of g,
whao had relfed on our protection, were
armed
pivei]
In A
MASEECT
Army
indolensible
able memoric
the Assvriar

nily sirn
MEem
reeh

there broke ot those terribl
vell were cartied ot by the lragi
2 mpislacres. were  hrutal  and
they lelt behind them ineflage-
which mnde the continuance of
{15 | B auiible

Our twolald e ihi mide 11 impossible,
cisrmislent with the honoar of this country, to
leave the Assyrians (o thoir fale or (o contend

grealer yosponsibility for them

wi had
ity oth

LEAGUE ACTION

After the
Asayrinns could
Iragt’ Grovern
Leagise of Wuth
Counieil

AmmnEs ol reselliement

massscTes i was plam that t

v in Trag, por did the
The
arrritrilitee of the
L o discover

where, und 'I|'|1'_lf Wern

|i|l\.'|ll [0 Femain

w appainiesd a

which se¢t abo OO

(4L

nitively ed by the Hoish Govermment
Varmoun possibilities were explored, and ally
the Ghab area of the French mandated terrl-

tories of the

I s i
welcame e dy
selilgmenl ol |
wai ndppted and recommendoed by

idustiioy  people

That scheme
Leapue of Wit The chairmuan of the
Coraneal Ll toe Tust viuk
i held witl e chiels ol

ned that the great majority

probably 24, 000-—were cager 1o leave as woon a8
posmible. Chiels representing some B,000 hesi:
1 | before knowing iboul the conditions ol
Nl The cost of resottling some 20,000
ar 30,000 people wis bound to be consldernble.
I had been estimated provisionally at €1, 140,000,
Thai, he thoughi, was on the bask of 21.000
Assyrians.
Ihe Modt Rev, Primate paid cordial testimony
to the keen' g oninl interest of Sir Samuel

Hoare, who set himself 10 try to reduce the claim

of the Freoch Governmeni for (he cost of weitle-
ment and 10 increaseé the ributlons of the
Irmgd: sund 1 Kit om  Clovernments

Hitherto 1 J ol the United Kingdom
'l-.l'.“L'rllllll:lll .L.:l{'lL.I..'l.! o have begtnn that they
usiwklling accepd uny [ability bevond
that shared by ot members of the Leigug
They had now promised, he undesstond, .
cond Ira Lovernmwenl contributed
and  the Leaguo faund
e o of dp o £250,000,
y o ncknowledae this scuida

"

ed cordia

of Governn The rosult 'was that tHs
Iracl Govrernmer g E slnded o double
thewr cantribution, 1 h had pro

d {ar devel work abobr £280,000, the
werit £250 000, the Tra
the ud approxs
1 balance remained o

it b By erediis
1nd ans, v £50.000 wi he League
desited oy oblain from private source
THE SPECIAL APPEAL
mn =0 sronghly prevsed on
il without some such som contribioted
o perrvale sources 1t would be UL Bl 10

all
it behind ik

syrians, and that §f sny were

auld be I bitternéss, thai

Ere
he pledged himsell 10 maks o special appeal to
the people of this country. But bafore he ven-

O go forward,

(.24)

.‘. I,

"The Times"
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A DEFICIT OF £180,000 LORD CECIL'S PROTEST

BRIDGING THE GAP “TE &~ "
ik TERRIBLY SORDID
ER0. 000 PROPOSAL
for settle VISCOUNT CECIL =nid thut the financial
posibion was Lhat 2180000 was 10 be ralsed, amd

clamitinn  pnd 4
receiply  wor 240,000

King Lirmeiy, E8, 00K
LIBG.000 fromm the Fro
| E506 000, ledying o

part of that m ridsed by loan while the
re moler, estimated E50, 000, wonld
e ratked by private siibrar That £50,.000
was not o fixed sum, becnuse if more Assyrians
wished to be removed the codt of that also would
have 10 be raised by privae subscription. He
appedled 1o the Govwernmen: to reconsider thel
tlecmin It was terribly sordid of the Govern-
1 and drafn. (Metl o say that they would inds ob private
Tunds found toom this
o that would bo required e scheme

ot acoepl Lord Sunnhope's view of
ty of this cowntry in the mutier

L Lifalpab |

He con

L W the War we accepled,
bul the an iry, but a very clear mibra! respomaib-
from Lo Amayrians. At the time af the humd-

. ! Mandate for lrag

treatment of minorites under the

Ciowe nt was one of the most 1

side stions, and the gu
wilier we were quite sure

would be safe. I Lord Stanhope d been

rmed of all thot took place

the [ul

t Lthese people

Yrians wou
endd

of Lhe sufTi

om Ao iz wpild TEOO e

ik ¢ morml  responubility  of

this country. If that were so—and the prant

" of £ showed that the Government
and the Mediterronean FECTN Iz their re pility i some forme—
T 3 % e + L wild surely @ win ng [orf the Governe-
CONTROL VESTED IN THE LEAGUE [t ¥is surcly a4 wn O
The ultimale Noancia dilral, b for odd £ Wl SCESAALY TD
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Leagus hind st ehuiril L TR T T ]
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SETTLEMENT OF |
ASSYRIANS

BRITISH FINANCIAL
CONTRIBUTION

OFFER TO THE LEAGUE

FROM OUR LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT
GENEVA, Seer. 12

The British Government will make an
independent contribution, apart {rom their
shire in any contribution which the
Ledague of Nations itsell may decide to
make, towards the settlement of the lragi
Assyrians in the Ghab regions of French
Syrin.

This decision, which is announced in the
report of the Committee dealing with the
problem, is conditional on the scheme of
seltlement being satisfactory from the
material point of view and lnancially well
regulnted, It also requires that there shall
be a reasonable probability that the funds
forthcoming from other sources will, com-
hinéd with the British contribution, be
sulficient 1o ensure the success of such a
scheme,

The British Government state that their
| contribution will depend on whit the
Iragi Government are prepared to pay
and on the readiness of the League to pro-
vide whatever balince may remain to be
found after the contributions from all in-
dependent sources have been taken into
account, Provided that the Iragi Govern-
meinit contribute at least an equal amount,
and that the British contribution does not
excecd L£250.000, the British Government
are prepared fo seek Parlinmentary sanc-
tion for & contribution eguivalent to five-
twelfths of that part of the expense of the
scheme which the League Commiltes
might be called upon to find.

IRAQI CONTRIBUTION

The final decision of the Iragi Govern-
ment on the réquest addressed to it by
the committee on July 13 to double its
offer of £125,000 is not vet known. T will
be observed, adds the report, that an
essential feature of the British offer is
that there shall be financial participation
by the League of Nations itself. The
question of such participation lies outside
the competence of the commintee, and,
impressed by the urgepcy of reaching n
solution of the Assyrian question, lhe
committes feels it necessary to report the
decision forthwith for the consideration
ol the League Council;

It is proposed to settle the Assyrians on
the left bank of the Orontes, immediately
below the Acharné in the territory of the
Alawaite State. It will be possible to
bulld villages a1 the foot of the mountains,
but five schemes, costing altogether
62,000,000 frones (£830,000), will be neces-
sary for irrigation and drainage. Tt is
expecied that the cultivation of cotton and
rice will be the principal occupation, but
the report states that the raising of live-
stock alo offers excellent prospects.

"The Times."

1l3th September, 1935.




" SETTLEMENT OF
ASSYRIANS

. PROPOSED COLONY IN
SYRIA

FRENCH CONSENT
FROM OUR. LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT

GENEVA, ApriL 17

The rapporteur on the question of

; settling Assyrian refugees from lrag. Sefior
de Madariagn, informed the Lesgue
Council to-day that the proposal that the
refugees should be glven a home in British
Guiana had been [otund unsuitable by the

| ecommittee, The report added, however, |
that the French Government had favour-
ably received the suggestion that the
refugees should be allowed 1o enter the
mandated lerritory of Syrin, where a
number of Assyrians from [Irag have
already settled,

It was possible, the report stated, (o
contemplate enlarging the existing settle-
ment of Assyrigns in Syrin from 2.200 10
6,50 persons, and the investigations now
proceeding, which would occupy until the
end ol July, would doubtless reveal wider
possibilities which would be of benefit to
such other Assyrisns ss might express o
desire 1o leave Iraq” The eventual settle-
ment of 16,500 refugees was mentioned as
a possibility, The French Government,
howeveér, require an assurance from the
League that no burden will be placed on
the French Budget or on the local budgets
on account of the seitlement, and an
understanding that the sums necessary will
be made available. Sefior Madariaga
therefore asked for authorization 1o draw
a Further sum nol exceeding 40,000 Swiss
francs from the working fund of the
League, thus bringing the total advances
for this' purpose up to 1000 Swiss
francs,

The Tragi represeptative promived 1o do every-
thing to faciliate the transpart of the Assyrians
and thanked the French Government for thelr
willingness to recelve the relugeey

Sir dohn Simon expressed regret that the pro-
posal for the seitfemént of the Assyriins in
British Guiana had come 1o nothing.  As nefther
the importance nor the urgency of the problem
had diminished during the unavoidable lnpae of
time since the malter came belore the League
Council, he was sure, he safd, that all were
grateful to the French Government for their
readiness. in spite of lotal difficulties, 16 da
thetr utmost to assist the League

The President of the Coundl, M. Tewfik
Rushdi Arns, speaking as o representative af
Turkey, said that it was in the interests of frag
and of the peighbouring countries that the euu-
blishment of the Assyrinng in Syrin should wke

* place at least 100 kilometres (rom the Trontiers
of those couniries and that the pluce af final
seitbement ahould be in any case not leas than 4 |
kilometres from the frondler [

Alter acknowledgment by M. Muassigli |
(France), the commitice’s report was
adopted, and the extraordinary session of |
the Council came to an end.

"The Pimes."

18th April, 1935.
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A NOS ADHERENTS

Est-il besoin d'adresser, une fois encore, i nos amis,
un chaleureux appel en faveur du Comité de 1'Asie
{rangaise } Tous saven! que "heure esp difficile pour
des groupemants lels que le ndlre, que la crise per.
siste el ne samble pas encore prés de son lerme, que
rares sonl les sympldmes d amdlioralion, on pluid) de
léghre atiénuation des difficultés de loules nolures an
miliou desquelles se débat le monde enlier. Touns sa-
venl aussi, d auire parl, que les problémes poliliques,
tromamigues el soclaux vonl chague jour se mmulb-
plinnt, se posanl avee une acuild nouvelle el ndoessi-
tent par conséquent une étude plus atlenlive, visant A
en dolairer les origines, & en mellee en pleine lumidre

| Vimyportance el les malliples nspeots el enlin & on dé-

couvrir, & possibile, la solution.

Clest ln tohe de revoes lelles que 'Asie francaise
do s'allaguer & ces pralilémes, en tant du moine qu'ils
sont de son domaine, el de les examiner sur fonles
lewrs faces, Nos amis savenl conumenl nous noie ef-
forcons de rempllr ce programme el de les venseigner
sur les dvénemonts qui' se produisent par toute 1'élen-
due de Mmmensze conlinent asiatique, dans le Lovant
aussl bien que dans le Cendre-Asie el en Exlrdme-
Orient, comme aussi de suivee parfoul dang le monde,
el non pis settlermonl par taoule I'#lendus de 1"Océan
Pacilique, 'action des Asinltiques, Nous ferons de no-
lre micux pour remplic nolre Wohe dans Mavenie
pomme nous nons ¥ sommes glforeés dons le passe

Nous Jene demandons, en fchange, de venir an side
do towus les mianieetes oo Comils de " Axie Teancaisa;
En lui conservanl lear confinnee d'abord, el en lui
demenrand fidiéles personnellement ; puis en parlant

di lni, el nussi de ga revae {trop de gens capables de -

s'y inléressar en ignorenl 1'exislence), en faizan?
connaitre son osuvre, en répandantl la revoe nofour
d'eux, en [Jr{".pilréutl notre recrulermment fotor. Alnsl
nous rendront-ils service ef nous aideront-ils & fran-
ohir les heures laborieuses an lendemain desquelles
il nous ern possible, espérons-le, deé donnner enfin

| & noltre publication |"essor que nous ne sadrions lui

procurer maintenant.

Les vressources du Comité proviennent (nos adbéren s
le savent, mais il est bon de le rappeler ici) de dons
el de scusceriplions,

_h

.
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Toul Frangais souscripteur d'une somme annuoelle
d'an moins cinguante francs devienl membre adhié-
rent du Comilé de 1'Azie francalse ol regoit pendant
Pannnée le Bullelin publi¢ par zes5 soins.

Le shiffee minimuam de 1o collsalion esl réduit i
quarante-cing franes pour les souscriptions persorinel-
{ex. des fonctionnaires coloninnx, diplamotiques el
consulaires, de Uarmdéo, de la marine «f dis membres
de 'enseignement. Toul versanient inféricur sern
congldérd comme un mivnple don el ne donnera ancan
droil an service du Bullelin ; celui-ci esl réservé aux
seuls adhérents payanl une soucription minimum de
quaranle-cing francs.

Adresser les souscriptions & M. le Trésorier die Co-
mitd, 21, rog Coxselfe, Parie VI* ou les yerser au
comiple de chiques postanx Paris 1000

Pour les libraires o] comumissionnnires, comime augai
pouir loules les callectivités  (cercles, bibliothdques,
gervices, élablissements ol groupementy divers, clvils
el militaires), 'nbonnement au bulletin du Comité
e=l fixdé O soixanie frawcs,

Par sulle de V'abandon de 1'8lalon-or par 1"Angle-
farre ol par nombre d'anlres pavs, foroce nous esi de
fixer, i onmse de Pélévation des frole de poste, |'abon-
nement pour |'elemeger, de Tagon uniforme, 3 cond
vingt-clny francs frangals,

NOS MORTS

Le professeur Calmette

Bien que le professcur Calmelle ne fd! pas un des
mmnbres du Comité directeur de 1'Asie frangaise, sa
moar} ne saurail nous laisser indifférents. Non pas seu-
lemept parce que les iravaux el les déoonvertes de de
grand savanl inléressaienl les pays dropicaux, wmais
aussi parce «que [ui-miéme s'intéressalt personmelle-
saend & nolre ceuvre, paroe qu'il jenalt & nons verser
régulibrement sa colisation, parce qu'il éail pour
mons un ami. Aussi tenons-nous & rendre ici un der-
nier hommage & cel homme qul faisail honneur & la
soienoe ol & I'homme, ol & gqui then de ce qui loushaid
fu Fronce ne demewrail indifférent.

M. Gabriel Bonvalot

e «que mous venons d'éerire du professeur Cal-
meths, nous ponrrions le répdter 4 peu prés compléle-
menl an sujel de Gabriel Bonvalol, Pourquoi le fon-
dateur du Comilé Dupleix, qui avait débulé par exé-
owler dans 1'Asie centrale de trés beaux voyages (dont
leiplus ponsidérable le mena, en 1880- 1890, de |n Ruos.

sie au Tonkin, & travers la Mongolic ol To Tibel), n'a-

il jumais fait partie du Comilé de |'Asie Trangaise,
alors que sa place § &lait marquée P nous l'ignorons ;
mals nous savons 'bien, dans tous les cas, avee gueble
dhaleur Bonvalot a naguire purlé de "Indochine, avec
soin, jusqu's som dermier jour, @ l'Age de B0 ans, il
a suivi toules les questions palitigues enpables d'in-
Wrpsser direckment la Frange, ¢l combien ey affaires
d’Asie, ou particulier, vetenaient son attention. Nous
ne saurions oublier non plus quel pregoamme coko-
mial contenail en 1013, son livre intitulé Une lourde
fdche. » Nous avons, ¥ disail Bonvalal, un immense
empire colomial & gouvermer o & adminisirer », et il
imdiguait conmment, duns son idée, devail élre mende
A bien oelle aruvre difficile. Les souwenins de voynge

lemps de sa vie, el qui devaient compléler & beaucoup
d'drards les allachantles relations écrites par lui au
! lendemain méme de ses principales expéditions, se-
ronl-ils publiés un jour P 1 fanl le souhaited. Ainsi,
| en effel, se fixern duvantage dans la mémoire de nos
pontemporsins la mémoeire d'un des prindipaux voya-
geurs francais en Asie, doraml les lemps o héroi-
| iques v de da fin du xix® sidoli.

‘qu'il avalt commencé d'dvoquer dins les  derniers

——

M. Lowis Fivor, membre de UlInstilul

Le 8 décembre, 'Académis des Inseriplions et
Belles Lellres a #lu ssombre non résidand, un des
membres de notre Comilé divectenr, M. Louis Finot,
Clest une joie pour nous de féliciler nolre confrice
de cel bonnewr, juslifié par de nombrenses el sa-
vantes publicalions comme nussl par 'otuvre accom-
phie par Ini en Indochine, @ In e de |"Eeole frangaise
| d’Extréme-Orient. Cetle instiltion n'a cessé de pros-
pérer, ot offel, sous sa direttion pendan! plusieurs an-
ndes ef de développer sen activilé dans tons les sens §
le Musée archéologique el le Bullelin de 1'Ecole fran-
caise d'Fxiréme-Orien' en porlenl ldmolgnage, com-
mi aussi 1o Bulletin de lo Commission arcliéelogigue
de {"Indochine. Autanl done qte som ceuvre scienlifi-
que persennelle, el surloul que son ouvrage sor le
Bouddhispie, son origing of son fpolitfion, son muvre
administrative ot &ducatrige Tafl grand hommeur &
M. Finol, Auesi nodre regretté président Envile Senart
ofit-il, comme nows o¢f avee nons, applaudi dés deux
| mains & T'entrée de son &lbve & 1'Inslitul,

T T T e T T T e e e
| gy TSRS

L'Irak
et la question Assyrienne

—

Les mallieurs des Assyriens réfugiés en lrak ont
fait naitre depuis quelques semaines une émo-
tion dans les milienx européens qui ont de at-
tention pour fes choses orientales. Apris iwni‘r
é¢1é campée dans des régians chandes el malsai-
nes, di mains pour eux, de la plaine mésopota-
mienne, les montagnards de rite chrétien nes-
lorien et de langue svrisgue, déracinés pendani
la guenve de leurs foyers des montagnes du Hak-
kiari, au sud-est du lac de Yan, et réfugids en
Irak, onl eu avec les forces irakiennes des con-
flits dont il est difficile de démdler 1'origine,
mais qui semblent bien avoir, dans une région,
lourné an massaore syslémutique.

Ll
- #

Pour préciser les faits nous altendrons d'avoir
des informations de source impartiale qu'on ne
siurait d'aibleurs dre asaré de pouveir se pro-
cwrer : jusqu'ici nous m'ovons guire que les
plaintes des Assyriens el les versions du gouver-
pement de Bogdad. C'est le cas de s'inspirer de
| I'humour de l'officier anglais qui disait : « En
Oriemt, je me crois rien de ce que j'entends dire
et seulement In moitié de ce que je vois ». Le
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resamé des [ails rjﬂl’-llt EIUII\“II e Qs i tilhllf 1

de la manitre suivante ;

Diepuis un eertain lemps, les Assyriens daient
agilis par la déceplion que lenr causail impos-
sibilité de se foire donner des terves et de s'nssu-
rer en Irak un &ablissement convensble. Lenr
ingquidiude ftait d'anlont plas grande que dispa-
raissiil la garantie que leur avait assurce le Man-
dat britannigue. La maniére donl le govverne-
menl irakien voulait les installer, pour donner
suile aux recommmandations de la Société des Na-
tions, ne leur plaisait pas @ ils devaient dtre dis-
geminds an milien de populations différentes ot
ne leur inspiran! pag eonfiance. De petits mou-
vements, ussee vile réprimés, se produisirent, Au
printempd dernler, e gouvernement  irakien
convinua d Bagded Mar Chimoun. le Patriarche
des Assyriens el le chel temporel de lenr o Na-
fiom n @au sens que o8 mot avait dons 1'ancien
Empize Ottoman, et Uinvita i signer une déoka-
ration de loyalisme et & préber som anlorité au
plan d'installation aredté par 'sdministration

imakienne, avee |'nide d'un Anglais, Je major
Thomson. Mar Chimoun &'y refosa el ful retenu

i Bagdad en o résidence forcée.

Sar ce, une bande d'Assvriens troversa le Ti-
gre pour = clablir dans le poys de Mandst fran-
gais < elle campa sor le lerritoire qui devait &tre
remis quelgques jours aprés par Plrak & la Syrie,
en exdeution de In décision de la Commission,
nomanée par I Sociélé des Natlons, qui o récem-
ment fixé o fromlifre. Lantorité francaise las dé-
sarmn, mads rendit leurs fusils & quelgqoes cen-
taines o' Nezvriens qui se déclaraient décidés a
repasser le Tigre el & remelire lenrs armes snx
awlarités irakiennes. A peine de Poulre edé du
flenve, Assyrietls enledrend en collision pvee
un détachement frakien, sans qu'il soft -possible
de déterminer de quel edé fut prise Pinitiative
d*ouvrir le feu. I est toutefois i remarquer que
I'on enlendil tont de soile un Hr régulior d'sr
mes aulomatigques qui montra qoe le détache-
menl irnkien était, tout an moins, prét au com-
bat.

Cet incident, qui =0 produisit dans Tes premiers
jomrs d nont, ful presque immédiatement s cau-
se ou e prétexte d'attaques contre des groupes
assyriens qui n'avaient pris avcune part a la
bataille. Le Times, dont la sympalhie pour le
gouvernemen! irakien s'est, & plusieurs reprises,
affirmée d'une manitre non douteuse, donnait
quelques joors aprés des informations d'apris
lesqquelles un certain nombre de hamesux habilés
par les Assyriens avaient &¢ brilés wn peu an
nord de Dohouk, o'est-d-dire assez loin de In
rive du Tigre. Cing cents hommes auraient &é
tués, dont beancoup aprie avoir remis leurs fu-
gils & ln police irakienne, of 1.5

[ e

WY femmies gl en-
funts molestis gt lnissés dons vne sHluation miséd-
rable. Ces exploits auraient éé commis en grande
partie par ce que U'on appelle assez singulidre-
menl, dans cerlaines informations, la « police
irrégulidre o, composée pour une large part de
Kurdes. Il est impossible de considérer ces nou-

| possé e

| rienses troupes irakiennes gui

velles saps se rappeler los méthodes adoptées na-
gm’::-- pat lex Tures pour résoudre la question
arménienne en f(aisant massdorer celle minorité
par les hurdes que le Goovernement i Angora
s uppligue maintenant & asservir et i décimer &
lonr fonr.

Ces événements chustérenl une impression pé-
nible oo Anglelerre ofi les journaux poblidrent
beawcoup de lelthves de |;1'nl:1ul|1liu|1-= on &' ehger-
vitions. Le Times, bien qu'il ait pris dans 'en-
semble le parti dun gouvernement irokien, éeri-
viil le- 18 aodt :

L alstimaticon Mur
I ethrpide

Intramsigenn e e Chimoang lo jeune
pelriarche Assvrinns, of vitlagon dn come-
manddant imkien ool o de dipforables copsdquences, La
trulirss d7mn grompe do désertenrs gasy s, qui ool nes
renimand de v Syrie fmagaise soun prdioxte
il eendey lowurs armss et qul sonl lombes 3 1'improvielo. sue

il

Tigre,

les avonb-posles fmblleis, o ou s répercussicae sur  bagi-
cotp de lours compatriotes qui n'avalent eu aucune pard
Al webelion,., Le commandant n'a peis aucune pobop-

lon potr assiieer I proleclion  dey
I'observatlon de quelque discipline civiliste, |1 semble avalr
lni-mdme domnd le pire exemple dus Rardis én ordbanant
IM'exéeution d¢ prisonniécs =ans avewns forme e yroosds,
U n'est pue dlonnant que, dans de lelles condilions, wae
oprration: de police ail degdided en aliagques ser i lis
groanpes idu volsinage, snns dslinelion, nltaoes sl oo
desquelies pluslenrs centaines d'a mx onl dle
bisieonp de villages ool &

Assyriens dovalx al

filre nes of

Illi]:l'-

Et le Times exprimait sa confiance deans le rol
Faysal pour faire faire une enquite sur) ces actes
el dans so volonté de restourer la poix et la dis
eipline,

Au mbdme woment, le Premier Ministre de
I'Irak recevall le correspondant du Tiees &
Bagdud et déglorail ees tristes dvénements, Mais
le journaliste anglais devail constuler que les
jovrnmnx locans parlaiont des o braves el victo-
g'étnient condpi-
tes comme exigeaient le devoir ef 'honneur ».
Le 25 aoft, celle armdée enlrail en triomphe A
Bugdad ; pour la récompenser de ses exploils, les
chefs des corporations de la ville avaienl lencé
un appel aux cafeliers el aux barbiers pour ob-
tenir que, pendaht trois jours, les soldats fus
sent ahreuvés de cafd ol rasés gratis, Le 27 aofit,
le correspondant du Times constala quoe 1ons les
officiers irakiens qui avaient pris parl anx « opé
rations o conlre les Assvriens avuienl &0¢ gratifids
d'une année d'adeiennetd el que 'on anrnangeait
que lew chef, le colonel Békir Sidky Bey. allait
élre promu géndral, La station de radiodiffusion
de Bagdad Inneait. & I'nsage des pays voisins de
langue arabe, des dispours en Phonmeur de ar-
mée irakienne et & In honle des sanvages monla-
gnarids assvriens. Et les journaux irakiens décla-
raient, & 'annonce de arrivée de Sir Francis
Humphrys, ex-howt commissaire el ambasadenr
britannique en Trak, envoyé pour s'occuper de
I'nffaire assyrienne avee le gouvernement de
Bagdad; que I'Angleterre n'avait pas & se mtler
dies affaires inlérienres do Rovanme irakien.

Cette fin préalable de non-recevoir éfait mal-
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hewreusenient fondée, du moins juridiguenient,

}JLII"‘I|IIr' PAngleterre a tenn & bien monlrer, par
2 libelld de son teailé dalllance avee 'lrak si-

gné én 1930 el par ses commentaires, quelle pe-
jetail toute responsabililé en ¢e qui concerne le
gauvernement de ge pays. Malgreé 'émotion sou-
levée dans un grand nombre de milienx britan-
nigques par les malheurs des Assyriens, ce dédin-
téressement de ¢ qui se passe dans 'Trak, donl
ils oni affirmé la maturité, la tolérance, et assurd
l'admission dans la Société des Notions, reste le
systéme de beaucoup dAnglais ef, semble-t-il.
de la politigue britanniqoe : au lendemain de lo
mort de Faysal et alors que 'on se demandait ce
gue pourrail &re le goovernement du roi Ghasi,
'Evening Standard vésumail sans ambages celle
manidee de voir donz les lermes suivants ;oo L'I-
rak est maintenant un pays indépendant, regpon-
sable de ses propres affaires. Nous avons déji dé
pense assez de sang el d'argent en metlant op
pav= en dat de pouYoIr assumer celle responsa-
bilité, Nous ne devons pas en dépenser davan-
fage, el nous devons nous en’tenie fermement o
I'esprit ef & la lettre du traité, Ce qui nouws re-
garde, ¢'est de protéger les communications de
I"Empire; et tout ce qui se passera dans 1'lrak,
sans affecter ce: communications, ne nous re-
garde pas. »

.
L

Cielte these, qui parail continuer § inspirer la
politique anglaise, a élé repoussée par un asser
grand nombre d'Anglais qui ont conseience des
responsabililés epeonrves par leur pays du fail
de la manitre dont il a imposé & lo Société des
Nations 1'émancipation de 1'lvak, des déclarations
faites an nom du Gouvernemenl britannigque de-
vanl la Commission des Mandats, de la situa-

tion particuliére des Assyriens en Irak et des obli- |

galions que les Alliés doivenl se reconnailre en-
tre eux.

Les Assyriens ne sonl pas, comme les autres
groupes émancipés de la Turquie § la suite de la

Grande Guerre, une population passive qui doit |

tout anx sporifices des Alliés el n'a presque rien
foit pour les aider., Comme 18 vappelail |'évi-
que de Gloucester, dans une lettre adressée |e
19 aofil au Times, les Assyriens onl pris les ar-
mes conlre les” Tures & instigation des Russes,
en 1PI6, of, isolés pen aprés par 'ellondrement
du fronl russe, ils se sont fravé passage i travers
le territoire persan pour rejoindre les forces bri
tanniques, perdant, an cours de celte marche, les
deux tiers de leur effectil, L'Angleterte &'est ser-
vie d'eux el, depuiz 1921, ils ant fourni la plu-
pard des o levies o qui onl appuyé, parfois dons
des combatg, Ia politiqgue britannique en Trak.
Encore & |"heure actuelle, ces o levies « asayrien
nes « gardent I'aérodrome anglais en Irak pour
la bonne raison que la Royal Air Foree sail par-
faitement que l'on ne peut se fier pour celfe
garde & Parmée arabe o (1), Le Times lui-méme

£ 11 Lettre .ll.dlrl“-"l:"!' nu "']':'l'ﬂr:‘-'r. ||‘. 16
Wilann

soiit, par M. A,

[

conslatait que ces services rendus & UAngleterre
peuvent expliquer en partie le peu de sympathie
de ba population arabe poor les Assyriens

Et cependant, comme lg disait Uévique de
Glowcester, « dans beasucoup de cas, ils n ont
pas recu de terres & cultiver..., il ne lene a rien
‘bt donng de autonomie qui lear avait &é pro-
mise. n

Ms se pluignent (@), comme |‘onl conlirmé den Anglais
qui Jes omt viskds apres dn guarre, il"avoir 41 Irimbpl s
parpdonl - g o pirioide  pendanl less
serfs foyors qui lonr alenl & offerts dlasent dles
Ik ol §ld ne pebavadent pas vivee e of o morialild' fn-

Aritidan, Ihupranr] e

nns

fantile 4tail de prés de oont pour ool des nadrsameors. Tt
emplacement volahle propost pour sux par los ofliciers an-
plids chargés de dis fablic se trouvait invarisblemen) .
clamd par les Kurdes, donl los revendications dlakent i 'or-
par renkicns,  Ooant
au n gowvernament benvellant » qui lur avail & pro-
mia (lorsipue 'on renonpn & exelure do territobre Duee litrs
monfagnes natiles),
premier ministre purend fre aussl excellenles que calle di
Huut Commissalre brilannque, mais, en pratigoe, les fooe-
tinires Tocaix ont &168 tool autre ohose qua bissvelllans.
La demande des Assyriens d'dire plaods dans des condi-
tons leles qu'ils serafunl soustroits au confrale de ces

dinaire sonlenes les  fonctioninaires

Tos indemtions du roi Favgal ot de son

fonetionnnires o &4 denride,

Le traitement falt nux Assyvriens a vivemend
inguidte ln Commission des Mandats el, devani
les dvénements de 1'¢0¢ dernier, corlains de ses
membres ont rappelé I déclaralion gni leor
avait k¢ faile powr les rassucer par Sir Francis
Humphrys, le dernier hanlcommissaire chargé
de soutenir le rapport spéeial présentdé en 1931
a la Commission ponr résumer les progriés de
I'leak et justifier lo proposition de mettve fin av
Mandal.

Il suffit de la lecture, tris dédifiante, des pro-
ees-verhbaux de la Commission des Mandats, pour
voir combien alfirmation de la  maturité  de
I'Trak 1%a laissée scepligpue. Poure eésumer son) il
titude, on peut dire qu'elle n'a donné i 1I"émaun-
cipation de 'lrak qu'un assentiment plein de ré
serves, fondé non sursa conviclion, mais sur les
affirmations de la Puissance Mandataire dont elle
m'avait sucun moven de vérilier le bien-fondé.
Sans sa prodence ¢ sa déférence envers le Con-
ceil, doni elle g simplemend pour mission d' delai-
ver les décisions, il est & eroire qu'elle aurail
manifesté beancoup plus clairement 'opinion
pljoralive qui lrangpire dans bous ses diébals.
Impressionnée par les inguidtudes exprimées par
des minorités vivanl dans le rovaume irakien,
elle o &¢ purticulibrement sceptique en ce qui
concerne les garanties qu'elles pourdaient trouver
aprés avoir perdu celle que leur donnait le Man-
dat britunnique. Celle question des  minorilés
avail eu tous les soins de lo Commission pen-
dunt gu'elle dtabliseail, sur lo demande du Con-
seil, la liste des conditions qui devraient Mre im-
posées O loul pays Mandat devant dlre
emancipé, Pour la rassurer, Sir Francis Hum-
phrys lui avail laissé enlendre, dans une formule

LRI

2 Lettre ndrosséa an Times, le 0 aobd, par M. W, A
Wigrum,

°
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n'entrainant d'ailleurs avcun engagement pre-
€is, que la responsabilité de "Angleterre ne ces-
serail pos complélement en dme lemps que le
Mandit. (et cette déclaration que rappelerent,
dons des lettres adressées par enx an Times an
moiz d aoil, Lord Lugord et M. Pierre Orls,
memibires angliis el belge de la Conuuission des
Mandats. Nous crovons ulile d'en donner T -
dugtion, ear elles résumenl en gramde partie ln
silsintion et expriment Te sentiment avee lequel la
Commission des Mandals, souciense do sort des
minorités, o vu = imposer, pour des raisons qui
o nvaient que des enpports loinlains aveo les réa-
litds locales, 'émancipation de 1Mleak.
Yool d ebord In dettre de Lord Logard -

Len ponvellen que vous |||i|:|'li|'.r sugouned hond, gquts B ¥ U

dhes Yalsing aly erofre gue SN Assvelpons ond S Lods 0, @)

dapris desquialles 1.500 de Jenrs feinmes el des enlints sonl
dans mne condition  pitoyahle, mobligent & vpppeler Tes
promcneds par e Haot Commissaive pour 'l 3

Giginiyee ©

W ke Grouvernpment de Sn Majestd s orend  plelnisment
comple de o pespotsalifditd qutH assmme en rseoamribn-
dout’ Vadmission de 'Imk dons lp Sociélé desr Nathons...
St Fleok se monteait imdigne de I confiance qui dui serail
Fomdeake on Inootihermil e Got-

aceanrddy, la sespumish
varnemant die Sa Majesté (17, o

Le membre de In Commission soquel i edpondail s
déclara o complitoment sathefail de oolle déclpration du
Reprisentonl acerédité, peut-bre do plus  Jmportante e
loited eollos qui avaion) ¢ faites

La rrtlee de enlle déclaration $adl, comome on doil e
penseér, oodnprise par de Gouvernemond  Britannlque. an
noms de qui ello émil faite, B convient que de Gouverne-
minl irnkien e vende comple do poiot augoel Bl i doit
son statul actuel,

I oy a inkedl & mppoler co qni e'esl produft endinlia:
L'lrak a dtd admis en cotobre 1932 comme membre de Ia
Sociild des Nations, La Comgnlsion des Mandals, |||'|||I.'|||1
i wesisbon e novembre-décenilee 1032, o &8 appelée 4 ox-
miner pliskoure pditions assyriennes, qui ot dennd dlen
4 de pouvelles Enguidiodis, en deéplt des assurances Jirdit-
nblement cepued dio Haul Commilssaire, La Coumlssion
chivrgen son mapporteur o essister b da sdnuniom suivanle du
Lansell pour exposer wes vues, e Consell fommma  wne

L

Comatilssion, ol son Presidint, Bends, se déelara conviinm
que In résalution gu'l adiplait o provequernil e salulion
vorfome a opindon de In Commission dies Mamdate, o est-
badive que o communoulé assyelenne serall établie e
manfire i obyier @ ooe
piilatlons daulre rice n

Cotle nésolution ful oceaplée par Noury Pachs  Suid, rve-
présomtond Ulrak, gui déelirn que son gouveriemiend dvall
une profonde sympathie pour les Assyrline,

juidile soil dispersds parml des po-

Duelgues jours apds Lord Lugord, M. Pierre
UOrla éerivail 4 son lour su Diveclewr du Times :

I8 I slopes B Fioer du 14 goti o Jettre qul yous s d1é
nddressde au o des Assyrisns de 4Trak pare Lord Lugned,
mon Collbgue dans o Commision des Mandats de ln So-
cidle ok Natfons,

Cisretne ghpporiour de cetle Conwmission poitr louios les

Fu"1|in1rll s (los J'.-i.-u-:l|l'li'llln par la Sociéle dee Nolions
dhe 1080 4 ln fig de 1882, Fai en Voctnsion < Studler diree.
femont des doctiments solumineus amoanont mon seabament
des pititionnaives, mais apssl de In puissanee mamdntaine

(1) Iéelarabion faite o eours de la vingtitsie sesstlon de Ia
Comminswn o momdats  (juin-juillet 1601),

LASIE FRANGAESE, — Dfcewnme §933, — 9

pontr leak, lavils en mdme femps devanl mid e do-
cuminnls apporlés par e Mar Chimonn daie s vikite 3 Ge-
nive. Bnodermior Tieny an mois o décembee 182, §70i
gitat ddagre b Comdbd ot pae e Consedl ol I Seciié
dies Nallons pour examdner, “devint bs  représeatonty de

"ex-puissance nmndantaive o Jo” Ministre des Affaios dlmn-

giers de Plmk, Je mapport di b Gomiabssion des Mgl
Bl unie  sdpin de pétitions sssvelonnes, O%ail e detiier
apped a'une ancienne communauld qui, an momenl o6 &2
tepmbnait e Mandat brithnoique sure Hleak, slladt dre con.
s D Ia diserdlion d'on  gouversement  domine Juk ln-
Muenee d'élmrnts gqui ol avoiest &6 frrdeonciliahdenvnt
hawlilen, Je wrple gur £ate circomslanees - me permetimt e
me Thlee uie ||]|'rI|i|-|I| Lress prpolivee sure da |_.|4i:'“||; s As-
syriens, o qui dey aodoriles beitannigqoes oot donod asfle en
ik Jorspee. pendand e greande guerre, lour pass dori-
ine, dons b végion de Hokkiori, o 618 it e Jes

i
B
1

Clest peorguni je ma permals de confiemer porsoniebe-
e Iltllj.lilliﬂfl -'1|s1'iri1-'--' dans da leMre de mon 1'rr|I|~'||.{III'.
¢l el domner -mon .|||||-||i

dve e gardidesl d ‘eaprimeer ume apimion Telitive aux i
ploraliles événements qui se sonl prodults sue la feontidee
de Vhmk ol de T Sy, dvdnvments sie fisquols fe oo pos-
sttbo aurine autre information que oolles pubilides par la
progse depuls’ fmillet 1997, Je venx planmnoins falre res
sortir gu'dls ow daivent gas infloencor un' jugement  ports
gir Jes comditions faites & I communnite sssvrienne en
Imk, et 1|Il'1tl- it aloivent s sevir A al-"E:ﬂ.h-\ T Ia TS paa
sabiditd de’ la situstion qui ost b orviging de cis ineddonts,

Liinsdcurité dans lguelle  bes Aseyriems onl  vled il
it (ks wnnds, fes viodoocis bt edes atin imlividns,
log orimes commis conlre los personoes ef les bions, dant
ila onl trop souvend ¢ victimes, nonl 668 pendus [rmii-

Bles que par i lli.-||nl;I"\-'uinl| et leur communanté an oilien
dindren. uces. Lo Commission des Mamdats S0t ardivle &
b conolugion, que le senl romdde 3 ocot Sl e cliokes Sali
de plonlre les Assyriens en un groupe homogino dans qual-
que région sipondant 4 Jears besolne, (Happort & Ja Com-
snton du Consril @ ln fin do so 22 sekdion.)

Eo présence de 'opposition de Tk, ccfle recommuns
datlon de o Commission des Mamlats uha pas M arkise,
of ume solulion mitioée 0§18 adaplée, lngquale na Pl it
pas mpomdre g besoin qulayaient s Assyrions o 'Mre on
s, l'h'|lllji [ llillt‘.l'lllnrllh: connalssadl o ]""'“PJ“
dnergigque ponvail fecilement prévolr que son dhbsespoir Lo
porlerail bigntdt aux plus exirdmes mesures,

Lorsipue 1on comsnbln dn Commmudssten dleos - Mandats i
avoir wi cle jogopit recomimandalile admissipn de 1lrak
dans ln Sockétd des Nalions. elle prit soln de manifester
s son suppoct an Consell qu'slle o' s Tevommn.
e Poctrol de Mindépendanee & oo pays s alle o' il
pos otd pwsmete guan e Glonveromimon) biritannigue phpon-
dait du sorl des minodids relighoses of notionales en
Freuk. En fail, expériomes de lo Commbslion ae e
mttlail pas e conpiddrer aveq confinnees Pavenic Je cos
minorilés b partic du moment ofr elles dépondraient coms
II];‘|J'IIII'II| du Gouvertisment assvelos.

Poar - suite do Vdmanecipation de Ileak; e contedls des
affaires de o6 pays a Hd relind 3 In Sooidtd des Sutions, of
PVexamen des dvénements wheenls n cosad de fabre partihe i
damalne de Uactivité de la Commbssion des Minidaie. Coii-
bre lles abms abequels s sont exposts de o part de 1 mae
jordld mmilmnne,  les Assyriens  n'ond  dooe  désormnis
daulre recours quiun appel wn Gonvernement  Leitannl-
qie. Clest, pour la mtme rofson, e cas des antres sndnoris
I de 1'lrak, lowles mepacdes des o e IH‘,;“; Je He vonix
pas dowter que In protection sur Jaquelle Tes Ly T T
it dpnikie lew milnortds 0 coneentrent monintenan? ne mins
quern pas.

Pierre Owrs.
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Dans son rappurt spéeinl an Conseil sur L
proposilion du gouvernement  britannique ten-
dunt & I'émancipation de U'lrok o, rédigé o issue
de sa 21" session (oelobre-novemnbre 19313, la
Commission avait pris jcte de la déclaration faite
par Sir Francis Humphrys an cours de sa ving-
titme session el ajoute ®

A défaut de iz laration,
ATy e tlans |II||1I1iH"ileii-'l"

lo  Commmussion s« Tt
di e nvisager, J4
comring, dn fin d'nn edgime qui. Iy a0 gueluel anndes,
avail parn ¥ imiposer dans Uinldrél miow de toee les Gle-

mitls de da papulation,

gl

(L e I.itli

Bappelant an Conseil gue, invitée & formualer
los wonditions & imposer 4 un Etat émancipé du
Mandal, elle-méme avpil snggéeé que oel Flal
visdi-viz he la Soeiéld des Nalions does
engagdtients qui garantissen) la prolection
effective des minorilés de raee, de langoe ¢l de
religion o, ln Commission conclunit :

a) Dans ke cox die 'Trok, In Commission «s d'avis qu'il
importe Cadenrer (o peoleation des minocites de race, e
langue ot de il l“"EllI'-'-ihi'l'rl'h ]
insfper dans nne Gonvernemenl de lepk
wi Conseil di o Sochilé dea Nations e par Unecoplation dies

ervermnh b
du

religion par um

b deprad o

reglen de procodure flablies por loe Consell en omatitee de
pitithons copecrmant les minorilds, apes besgimblen, nn-
b, los imbnodlds ellos-meones, aingd que loube per-
sanne, associnlion o Bl &%y iodérossant, o
d'adresser dis pititions & la Sockdtd e Nations:

b L akielaeation de Tk, doot
bl 1fe I
i géndrales velatives & In protection desdites minpritds
wuwuclles ‘ont sonserit | ploskees  Etabd earopdens

En outre, 'Teak adhiteoraif

Ll e Consell de

ol droit
lew bermmed secuiont éln-

eonorrl avee Consell, eonticndmit les disposi

i tonte disposition  spéoinke
Js
Govmvernemetil  Imkien, pourrait dvonbvellanent  Juger  mé-
comeainyg o'W ibliv, & tilee Temporaive
wlTeiitive des
rellgion en lrik

I Seweleld dles Nations, o "meceord] gvee

M) e jrvent,

oA

ansirer la minoritss ile

hingye o

i ¥l i e T,
Hrvprses suggoslions concernpnl Jes moyens pratiquees de
rdalleer eelle rodection onl &6 formuliss de du
|
Conmmission
i ek pecopiernil quoe, daps o mesure od oflos affec.

wir sl

terilutil dis perannnes apmErienant & des minorités de race,
de :IHJIJiI it de lanwne, o |!|"-|-l-ti‘.|-t|_-}- comatilpornient e
obligatioms o inldmy Infernatfonal, el seciiond |a'|_||'r"ru wiakIH
bu garamtie de ln Socittd dee Nations, Fles ne povrralent
dve muinlilades sans amentiment de 1 o jorité o Consell
de Ja Sochild dea Notlions.

Elrak aocepterait fgalemont que tout Membre du Con-
soll ale Ta Boeddnd des Natione nit e deall de signaler & Lat
fontion & Conseil toute Infraction ou danger d"Bleaction
I 'nne quelcongoe de oon obligntions, of que le Conseil
puvisse procéday dis telle figon, peendre lelle mesure o
doninpr tellos instruckions quf paraftéaient approprides el
olfionecs doow o cirvconstanos,

L¥rak cotsentlrall enfin & o5 qu'en divergae
d'ﬂflil'linrl- = ilow q!h"’r-rhjuln de drlt ou de fall cdneernand
g dispogitions, onlre I'Trnk el vn Membre di Coneeil
I BockMe des Natbons, eoil  considdrde
comime ul Hilldrend avinl un earaclére Tnlerpational selem
des fermes de articls T4 dn Pacle de Ja Boeiélé des No-
tioiie. Tool différend de o genre sernil, i 'antre portie
le demnnde, déférd § da Conr permanente de Justhee inler-
watiomale, Lo décision de Ta Cour seeabl mns appel of au-
rabk \la miane forme ef valoirr |'.|'I1'II|:Ii" décision rendie en
vertu de artiele 18 du Pacle,

Le 28 janvier 1032 le Conseil de la Société des

cas il

eella i orEEnon

|
1

| hen ehirdiions ond

Nations adopla eelle suggesiion ol nomma un
Comilé chargé d'aredter les termes de la ditelara-
Lion i demander i lrmk ol composé de ses vap-
porteurs pour les Minorités, les Mandats, le droit
international et le Beprésentant de la Cxrienche-
Bretagne. MM, Pierre Orts et Noury Said Pacha
privent part & litre consullabif § ses *-h'.‘“'lh'::rl!-
tions comme representants de le  GCommission
des Mandots el do Gonvernement frakien. Au
coinrs de ln délibaration, Lord Cecil, n'pl"ﬁ&t!‘l—
tant du Goovernemenl  britanmigque, avail, crm
devolr aflirmer, une [ois de phis que la Lol
rance régnail leak, el indiguer, sur un lon
ailar a0 Comité qoi veoail d'dlme
o, gu'il o'y avail pas & demander @ e
iy e des rarpntics |'\1'1‘.1||iurlll-l.-”|‘-i. Vioilel dans
quels termes le proces-verbal réswme son mter-
vienlion

HES0E

Lowd Cecll dénire présentier wie observition su sujsl ("o
passige b mpport die da Commision quioatrail aus -
Larpd  Uincl] diseruale
par e e it ce rapport, miis 11 el soaligoner, mu
nom des [rikiens, qui ploal pes Yo moyen de sfexprimer
eus-mines bol, apee Uhislolre de ce puys n loujours elé

vl de

viantivs & pedorder anx miboriies (110

I tolranee religioame: los msalmans, les joifs,
veiin enmvmbly on bone termes, dons les
mbmes viibages, pombing des sidoles, el Hon'y 8 mumne
valson de cvolre, mainbonsd fqine 'Imk amiumme la pleine
resgronanbilife o gouverpemend, que celle sitmation doave
el devenir 11 el fabl  pweres-
satlpe apuie 'on exjepe des gamnlies convennbdes, mnis Lord
ool espine que ol asponl de Ta queslion pera XTI [ ar
[ ot .
nyinde

il | Fler Tl ATV Tl &

spde bal

i
H dijh des priefdents nombrenx copalles de gni-
der de Comitd of Lond Coell el porsuadé que ochiici s

conformern & ces ra:r:'-:r.l-'l'.l-_

Il me s'apit pon o une guestion nouvelle 3

Le Comité #labora un texte gui fut adopté par
le Gomvernement irakien. Celui-ci le communi-
qu, le 30 mai 1982, 4 la Bovidété des Nalions,
dins une « déclaration i oecasion de 'exline-
tion du régime mandatnive, conlenant les ga-
ranties fournies par le Gouvernement de I'Trak ».

Nous croyons inléressant de reprodunice  GF-
apris lo partie de ce document relative anx droits
des Minorités.

A WTiCLe

rlnorilds.

PRESTICH
Pridaciion s

Les abtipulntions conlenmes dans ke
romtl OO fondamentales en leak. Au-
vigloment ol suvoune action offichelle ne
saront an corleadicltion ou en opposition avec ces -1||'IIr|Ih
fhomes, eb guéune lol, anenn degleminl, ul audgnne anticn
officielle ne prévoudront conlee alles, nl maintenant ni b
"avonir.

prosont olupitre we-
T L ey lenls

anne Ial, noeun

Anrcte 2

17§ sdren aceondd b lbus les hobiltants e |k ]chIﬂt:
ol anbire probection de lour vie ol de I diberid, sana
distinetion de nalsance, de nalionalité, de langage, de mca
ot de palifion,

20 T habitants de 'lrak auron! drail au Jibee
expreles, tant public que privé, de doule foi, Tellgion ou
grovance donl [n pratique pe sere peos i|:|-|'n:u|.]u|.ﬁ|;|]r Byes
["ordre public b Jes bonnes meonics

les

K|

whslin

AnrioLn
Lios posfsoriisn)s il lerriloire de
| lrak & la date do 6 ol 1M seront considérds comane

bl ol fin sur le
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ayenl aoguis, & onlde date, la natlonalisé frnkienne, § Tex-
alusion 'de li nabionalitd ollomane, sir o base da 3ar-
tiele 30 du Trailé do paix de Lavaanne, ob dong len condi.
Aoas privads dans b Jol fmkicone du @ oclobre 14 sar
la nationalitd,

LY TS TR

1* Toms les ressortissants bukicns seront dguux devant
In Joi, el jpultont des mimes droils civils et politiques, sins
distinction do tmce, de Jangue ou de religion.

= Lip systimne dloctoral assurera une popréseniation dquis
tabile wpux milnovilss de moe, de religlon on de fngue en
Trai

4% la dilfércnce de moe, de langme ou de religion e
devin nidee & avetn resortlsant hokien e oo quil oon-
o o Joubssance den drolts civils of polithpies, notum-
fenl s I"admission amx 1'fl'li'l‘|l:‘|i& |'||||:r!i.;:a.r fonclions el
hongienrs, ol pour exeroioe des différentes professinns ol
indisiries,

4* H ne sern &dicld ancune vesteielion au libee TR
par lous Jes ressortisants irakiens, d'une langwe queloon-
fue, sail ddins les reladions privies on de cmmmeres, st
el matidre de mligion, de prese om de pubTicalions o
lembe mature, soll dans les whunions. publiques,

5% Nonobstant 1Slabilissemernt [ le Gonvernement  fra-
Kien de la dangoe arabe comme laveue offlciclln, of nonobas
tanl les dlispesiions specinles que 1o Goavernement imkion
prondm en e qul concetne Pemplol dos Jangies kimde o
turque, disposilions prévees @ Yarlicls 9 de ln précidente
dalaration, dis facilitds approprides seronl donndées & tous
Jes viemsoctismants Irmkions Je limire avitee que la lirigrne
officielle, powr Momige de lour lungue, soit ordlemant. woil
par deril, desant lew tribimonx,

Arnriorn &

Les remsortissants jrakiens apparienant i des minorhds de
wnen, dy religion oo de Jangue jouiront du méme lrafle-
nenl el des mdmes garnties en dioit et on fail que Jox ha-
e rissorlissanls brakione, s gurend notomment wn deoit
vgal i madotenie, diciger of contedler & lewrs frnds, ow &
erenr & Pavendn oes inalitolions charitabibes, religisuso ol
eoihilies, des dcoles ol anitres Sablisemonts d Ytuention,
Aver Jn deoit 'y faire Hbeement usage de dowr propre kan:
ge o l'y exeroer libremont leur solipion,

Anrrcie @

Lo Gowvernement frakien t'engage & prendoo @ égnrd
ted minorilés non muselmones, ey eo il eomiorne lenr
stabul familinl et porsonnel, tonies dispomitions  pontnettant
do tigler cos questions selon o droit contumier des O -
muaaults auxquellos ces minorilés appartiennan

L= Gouwvernoment frakden enverea au Consell de J3 So
cicld dos. Nutions des ronselgnements sur In faren danl
auront Slé exdouldes om dispositions,

Anrioes 7

1% L Gouvernemm) irakion aangige B acenrder Lantes
protection, facilitds 6L awlorisations - oo cirlisgs,  synago-
guss, cimotilres, autres  dlablissements religionx, auvpes

. olaritablos of fondalitns plotisen dés cmmmunatids reli-
gimiies des minorkds existanl an Tk,
2% Toutes eos communnnlds anront e droit de conatis

toerc, dans len divisions sdministraiives importinies, dos
omuells qul amront qualité pour percavoir les mevenis -
dudts par cod blom, pour les aniliser comformiment anx
vorux du donateur on A Iusage Sabli duns commmi-
e, - Cov communautds dovront denlemont viriller sur les
biond des orpheling, conformément & lo loi. Les consells
muismentionnés seront placés sous-de contrile du Gouver-
merment,

4% Le Gouvernement irakien ne rofusera, pour I eréa-
tion de nouvesux dablissemonts religicux on dhinritalies,
ancuna des facilités nécossaived qui seromt gornnlles gux
diablissemuents de cotte nature déji existants.,

Awrcin 8

1% Eo matidre d'enseignement publie, le Gowvernement
irnkien socordera, dons lea villes ef «Helidols off résdtle won
proporiion considirable de ressortissands irakions do lungrie
autbre gue la langue offivielle, des facilités approprides pour
assurer e instroction dans Jes éenles primaives  sem
dommde, dans leor propee langue, aux enfanis de cof ronors
Limmnte irakiems. Cetle stipulation n'empéchern pas le Gou-
vornement irakien de cendre obligatelre  Penseigpemant
de In langue arale dions des dites doolvs,

2 Ions Yes wiles el disiriots ob péide s proportlon
considérble de ressortissants frakiens appartenant i des
minorikis e moe, de religion ou de lingue, o mnine
rilés so verronl assurer uoe part dquilalde dinn lo' binés
lee el Auffectition des sonmes qul poorriend #on alird-
biktes sur Jes fonds pubdivs par Je Lielggel dee 1'Elat, les basd-
gels mumdeiponx o anlres dans un but dTWneation, de
religion on e charite,

Anmicue 8

I* L'hak «'engige, on ee qul concorne les liwas da
Mowsinil, Arbil, Kirkuk of Soouliimanid, i ee e 1o Jungais
officiolle, & obté de Parabe, soil e kurde dans Jos it hine
oit Ta population prédomindmie o de roce kyrde,

Toutefois, dans les gadhos du Hiws de Kifri ol nne
et edneeideralie de la pnpnllrﬂn:u vat de raee Ireomane,
b dnngrun of Belalle sern, 4 odid die PVarale, soll de Ltln]r‘ st
o ture.

2 L'lmk preod 'sngagemen! que, dass lesdits qaibhay,
les. foneclionnalres devrount, saaf caveption st e, oie-

| wéider la langne kunde ow, W ocos deladungl, fa lange furgue,

4 Bien que, dins lesdite  qudbos, de crittre  pour e
chots des fonctionmilees sobl, comme duny b reto e
I'brak, In eopacité ef o connilamine: de la langua pluidt
qua la roeo, |Trak s"eogage 4 on iue les fenelionnaines
solont chofkls, comme jusqu’d présond, aulan iyl cai-
Iile, ressonissanils  fraklens il

parmi  los

orlginiaines Ciom
igaidhas, .
Aoricrs 10
Thans la mesire ofl e |.||.IL|||.-|t||.-.-||||. des articles I||\~|-Hin[|“

de Ja prizente Déclirallon affedlent des porsonnes Ayjar-
lenand i des minorilés de race, de veligion ou de Lingne,
‘ex slipulations constuenl des chligations @lotded na-
Honal e scronl plicfes sois o gorantle de ln Sochipd ikes
Notions, Elles ne poueronl dve modifides sins 1issisnil-
ment de In majorild din Consell de o Sogidié dos Nolious.

Toutl membire de o Sociéld représanid au ol e Ie
droit de signaler & Uatlention du Cousel loute Tnfrmaelion
o dungse dinfraction & 'one quelcongue de oo oliliga-
tious, ol le Consail pouren promilre felles mvsures ot donner
tellos netructions qui - paralteont approprides ol efflcaces
dank n elrconstance,

En cas de divergences d'opinions, sor des questions de
dralt ou de fit concernant eon artleles, enlie Mmk of
Pun quelcongue des Membres de la Socidld pepriseniés an
Comaekl, velly divergenee sera considénde comme un alifle-
rend aysul nn carsctire nlerneblonel selon s lemees di
"avticle 14 du Pacle de Ja Soriété des Nationk. Tout diffé-
tend di ce genre sera, o Vautre partle de demande, défénd
i Ia Cour permunenle de Justlee internationsle. La décl
dlon de da Cour permanente stra s mppwel ol durs Ja
midme foree ot valeur qu'une décision rendue wo verln dié
lMarticle 13 du Pacle,

Telles sont les garantios que les Assyriens and
recues, en oommun avee les aulres minorités de
I'lrak. 11 est & remarquer qu'elles sont bion in-
[érieures & celles que la Commission des Man-
dats, aprs une élude consciencieuse de la ques-
tion, aneail voulu voledonner sux Assyriens. La
politigue du Gouvernement britannique @, au
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contraire, constamment tendu & les réduire. La
Commission est d'ailleurs revenue a ln charge e,
usanl de V'occasion que  lui  donnail " exarnen
d'ullimes pétitions assyriennes quelle ent G fui-
e 1‘fn|]~_- e ek |||J‘.t|l."|'il‘11n' 3. la FiII du MilTl.v
dat, elle renouvela, non au Gouvernement Man-
dataire qui n'existail plos, mais an Conseil de la
Saciélé dis Nations, son veen de voir élablir les
Assyriens ¢n un groupe homogene,

"_i.

Dans sa 22 session (novembre-décembre 15520,

elle adopla, en effet, un rapport de M. Pierre Orts
sur les ulbimes pétitions assyriennes el ses con-
olusions.

| permansenle Mandnts,  disait-eble,
ayanl examing les pélitions gui dmaneal da o Communanis

Ciomnmilssion des

assyrienne de [Thrak 5 ayaot prie confpdssansce des olmervi-
tions o Getvermemeiid do Hovpme Unl sar dcs ||-'-1ilirlrn
il 1'111|'jr-_{|.| lism |-.'|:|:~|'i;_,l'l'|-|-j|rl_'rl|‘ J'\l|||]h]"""|l'1|'|lﬂl'l"' 1!lli Tl ok
e Tournis verbalomwenl pas le reprisenlant die o Gopvers
nements (il sennes les conclusions ci-joinles do son  wp-
porlear, attire de dagou toode ppdoinle 1'allention du Con-
sell st Be hout iniérdl gutil ¥ n, anssi blen . peaar As-
S¥TICOS BNX-MSIeS (e pour I"Irak, A oo que soll assund
aux Assyricns un élablissement an un gronpement homic:

ol qui salisfurse O

liss

gone gul cowvienne [ lewes troditions

lenrs  basoins  dootnn s,

Il convient de citer les passages suivanis do
rapporleéur

 Parml s Assvriens de Timdk, Je plhis graml nombee,
yiomus de Turguie drAsle, onl troive askle dans oo pays an
CimirE dis ||~-|:||il"|'|-- AT, “* y &0l l'-1]|i|H;'!' I ]If'll'l ==
veul dans des conditione précnires ol misirabilos.,

I o falls b flver sor ko teree, En Mait, s mon gnils
anl 6 bstallis dans des pdgions de plofnes mnrddopeises
el mualriines, ol diapecsds, pie prelil groupes, oU - par fa-
milles. an milien de ds popidation; kirde o imbe, A e
e possilillites dFu'n!Tr.a.h I oteuption du sol

fume les peétitions dont dn Comamiesion a
al cours de sps ||r1'|'-"'II‘I'|I'|I"1 srssions, on  Iroave !'I."l.pl'lli-

mi A

sion du sentiment dinsteuritd qulinsplient eux Assyriens,
len wides qu'il provogue dane
shépiliti des terenine qui lenr onl & aesi-

teoth semlement Ie efimal nvix
fenrs fangs, I
gnis; dn pricariié de
mais surtowt Véprepillement de leor communiaiie paro
dis poplations danteed waces.

el eelle dornitve cincopstance qui’ expligue cex vio-
les prerronnes. el

s chroils @ la joulssimee ilu sl

lenons  dtecdividuelles, ces alldninls oo b
fos Dbens dont se sont conslananent plaints les Assyriens
&l ilomt We omignent — dopuis; qo'esl apparme comie pro-
chninn o britannkgue — ep'ids ne w
midtiplient an point de vomdre decidément inlolérables les
conditions d'existence de

la onuse profonde do 1l de malalse quo plvilend Jok
pelithons qui nois oeeupent wiide dak be Tail que let As
pvtions o Trak n'lont pa, jusqu’i
pement homogine, dons une rigion convenant & leurs be-

orssalinn du oombrdk

Jeriey  axesnari s

. At meunis on

111 @

sisites,

Fi volee eapporieur o'est pos dloigné do pemser o iissd
fonglempy qu'il w'an v pos & fail alnsi, persisiomont,
catnme une spine au Mane de P'lrak, le mdooutontemend <
1o dissidence morale de colie parlie de s population. Catle
CepLiTEiOn semble concomder aves oelle ddu Gouverneiment idu
Rovanme Und, Jowsqu'l déclore que n b rotedrr des Ases-
send duns Teurs montagnes du Hokkiar restorait assund-
menl dp meiltlenre sohrkbon »

Tin preuye o'a pas &8 faite & o satisdfiction de ["ibimsier-
valeur Bupartia] que des terres reunissant des  conditions

youlims pour un élablissement en un groupe homogine ies
Assyriens n'existept point en Imk, ni que l perspective
i Tétatdimomanl des Assyriens dans fenr pays d'origine
doit dre dofinftivement dcaride. W eerait & sonhailer quoeo
e Consnil e ln Bocidté des Nutions usdt de som infloe
poar apoe e o ke i eds solutlons soit lovaloment
peoherchie, o (Procteverbnl di o 22% session, poge 36,

gl

Moins d'un an aprés Uémancipation de Ulrak,
les événements sonl venus justifier fes inguidto-
des ot les recommandations de la Commission,
el montrer ¢e que valaient les o garanties de pa-
pier n qui, pour reprendre I'expression d'un An-
glais ému de leur sort, avaient él¢ données par
Plrak, en ce qui les concerne, & la Sociéte des
Nations, Une foiz de plus, en Orienl, un lexle
n'avait é1¢ que de la poudre aux yeux, une phra-
séologie sans relations avee la réalité : la déclara-
tion du Gounvernement irakien qui devait assu-
rer aux Assvriens des droits variés n'avail méme
pas cu pour effet de leur garantir la vie,

&
C

Mais il ¥ a quelgque chose de plus : on peol se
demander si les droits méme que la déclaration
irakienne reconnaissait anx minorités en général
couvraient tous coux que les Assyriens dlaient en
droit de revendiquer et les Alliés dans le devoir
moral de leur assurer, Tl est bon, pour se faire
une opinion <ur ¢e point, de lire une letire pu-
blide par le Times (1) et dont nous traduisons ri-
dessons los pussages essentiels

Lavs [*hrak,
e Jo wond que d'ume maniiee fonk & fdt ackitradee el artifi-
cieblo. Par In religion, non phe que gar la ceee, Lo longoe,
Jieh warrbinnmes, e «l
n'onl pad de relations aves i plaine mdsopolamionne, & e-
pilaly wi ses habitants, W oen asl de mbme des Kuapdes, sanf
i religion, On e daorit didclirer trop

Asavriend, dquobqu jutidigpimmeand snjels o

consenlemorl IMimiusleie, Jes Assyrirms

on e il conterid
rriel Lt Pinclusion des Assvriens e des Krdes dans
fe nouvean toyaame de 'Trak n'a qulune base puremont
artificledle < e et reéeenbe... Ol
il pas coriforme ol Poete de In Socidid des Notloais ipui
déalare expressément que lis diffrenies communniies ayinl
apparten & I'Empire Ture onl droft L 8lre reconmmes
comeme nations indépeadantes ol par conssqient, o e RS
fitre drvefloes de force sur ailes i
Jeur soiend dlrangines, le ddime-
g hes quatorze poinls posds par le President Wilson était
pinsi aomgn

IIHI'

areallon inilrsion

dos Taces anl e

| conviail de noter i 1]

w Uie sonpveraineld indisoitée dolt dbre assidde @ o ipar-
the Wiepue du pedsent empive olloman, mks les autres na-
Lionulités gni sont actuelivment sous dn domindtion turgie
doivent dre complitement assurées e denr vie el de la
possibilitd  indisculée d'un ddéveloppuiment ailonome. o

Tow Assyriens (ol pussi des hundes) sont des nationaliles
distinetes dios Arabie masopobiimbens «L, 4k T Paete de la
St lea Nations oil & inspind ou pon des déclomtions
di Préetdent Wilsom, il semble clair que son infention dlait
o len nationalitds distineles Mosspnl tralldes comme telles,

Lu ¢onclusion du correspondant dn Times &ait
que les Assyriens devraient ére replaces, comme
une nationalité autonome, dans lenr pays d'ori-
gine, 1l n'est pas & espérer que les Puissanees im-

i) Lettre publide 1 28 andt par In Tipies, sops lo signa:
fure de M. W. H, Btoker
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pogent rien de ¢l & la Turguie, dont le territoire
1'u||1i||'|'|;|-i les montagnes duo Hakliari. Mais du
moins e gouvernement brikonnigque, voyant gue
ta décision prise en 1925 par la Société des Na
tions ne les avait pas comprises dans le terriloire
irkivn, aurnil-il dd appliquer toule son ‘tnergie
A Uinstallation des Assyriens en Irak sous la for-
me du groupenient homogine que recommin:
doit s Commi==ion des Mandots, donl les SALE-
gistions n'onl pas é1¢ retenues par le Conseil, qui
n'est pas un organe lechnigque miais 0n -00rps
politique, o est-d-dire beaconp plos sensible & o
volonté d'une grande puissnce gquanx roaliles
]I'ld"'.']li"\- !r"'- '|||lli11\ I'I'rl1|"'|iI!|:|('.".

Linstallation en un groupement homogong
copendanl H16 recommandée par lous cenx qui

ol ou q s ol R ifu ]r]'lli'lil‘_'lll:l" :l.“.-'fﬁT'ii'll e&n llli'
méme el non sous |'inspiration de soucis dran-

A le eéalité, Lo Commmssion eonstiludge en
application de 1o décision |Hi‘~r' le 30 '-t']l|l-‘lll|lll'1!
1R padt Je Conseil de la Societé des Nations pour
régler la question de la frontitre entre Ta Tur-
gquie ¢t 'lrak, el qui, pour des raisons che paroes
dure diplomatique ¢l non de fond, avait conelu
i un droed laissand le Hakkiari 4 la Turguie, di-
sait 4 la fin de son rapport, daté do 10 juillel
125

G borriboin

gers

ul) i

Viluvel dle Mosso
sopverminels d'un Elal masidls

cofilrsle e saiid

Limele fapery & Leopver sos Ly

. il eal pboessakn (LRI |-p|-1||lll' aux varas il i
Tilds, |II-II|.'|||i"'|'\-'|||1 ol chrdMienoes, g disk prmesvipiss skl
priss en s eo Jenr profection,

”_ 11 il e s ol GOl ey T E=nmndrer ol
les aompdilionns 'i”'l st neCessRT d imiposar @ Eiat
soverain au safol e i proedise L1l dhe MlGrlos 7 rois

disfinie  devoldr - sigEin il -pl':. fundenit apoe oo

F||'||,-||!|- Fiwl

gl oux, Asayriene e eflablissement dis anchng privi-
!u"é_;n-r Ah'en fald shoery ol Tocewl ol g jiises
disken) vl In guerre. Quel que <oll 1'Flol somuverain, i
duvrn asdurer oy Assyricns une egriaine antonemie looals
Kar secommabesant Je droll de oommme deurs projiees Tone-

st comdentant e dear fulve paver un el pat

betar gt pinrehie.

I intiremcsdinive

La Commission paraissail avoir pen de ¢on

fiance dops la capacile do Gouvernement ira-
kicn d assurer les droits des minorités | oelle di-
il

N [UTTRECILS )T ] -|i--[ll|~|||lr|1- ciliclies on fuvenr des

-

sur, plaoe, Lo délégud de la Sociédd des

i bos |'uu'||r:|f-.-|1.‘ nd e qu i lusoins & o ookl
Lt III‘ ul pres LT T
Notlon

II-||I|'|||I'H| es garanlics

sur Jes liows poarrail #oro oharge de veiller @ Cap-

La Commission concluail daillenrs que 1'élal
de 1'irak dtail encore tel que ce pays devrnit v se
trouver sous e mandal de lo Sociélé des Nations
pu-mlunt une durée de \il1[_!l—1'il'|4| ans environ
fonte de guoi il aueail encore mieux valy guoe le
vilavel di Mossoul B attribog i be Tueguie qu'i
IIrak.

Lo Conseil, sur Ia propositicn de la Commis-
sion, adopta, le 16 décembre 1925, une résolu-
tion aipsi concue :

L Gonvernement bhritannigue est fvvild &
Consell un nonven tmild avee Uk qui agsarera In con-

sonned e

tinuation peadant vinglcing ans sdu régime de mmialal
ditfbnd par de tralle d'allinnce 1" Anglotoren o 1kl
el approuvd pa lo Conssi] en dote do 27 -r'P'II?JI-ihTI'. 19,
sots miserve de Padindssion, svant Vexpimilon de celle jes
de DVlrak dans ln Sockéld des Natlons, conformdément

cnlbre

e,
a Mprticle premive du Pacle,
Attt que, dans uo délad de six mois @ complae chie
iton de cette sifpulation s é18 portés 4 la
i Consul, eclud-cl constlers gque 1o gresanie
définitive ¢

Jimir, Vgnis
R el Ty

décision esl devenm WVIBCTH AN MesiTER  Jani-

fities @ awsiirk b it tion she le eeidn de by Hgne Tron-

life
e Gouvernement brilinpigue, en ml gque  Prissanes

mamlitadie, et invitd & sonmelbie au Consell Jes mesures

pillminlstrotisves qui seronl arpdldes ponr soconder aux

poidutions kurdes, vistes par Je mppmt de i Comamission

=

i rmagette, les garsntics | wdminksidalion lovhe teeommman-
1

i [y eelhe Commishon dons ses cotelunions lscirles.
bt Uetryernemiond beibvonbgue quk, en lank qur Poissanue

Munadataire, o2l invité & ="lnsplrer aussd Gl b et (e fm-

sihle iles

afl o g

lo  Clemomi psskom ||'|,I|11I:r"lq'.
s per T apaise
Jrovjia-

anboes  snppestions de

SRR Isd anasi e !Illljlf"" i

et O proteger dgnloment (o lew dfments e la

Un doil eonstaler que sanfl, dazis une certaine
mgsure, en e qui concerne les Kordes dont le
cns deven faire 'objet d wne étude partivulisre,
awennne e ces oonditions el 1'|‘|*-Itiril;l!ll!iﬂiilﬂ‘.‘
n'a otd ohserveée dans la maniere donl 'lrak a
il dmancipe.
el puelo-irdkien, E:!H|l-!|;1'.ut| pour
vingl-cing années, i dater du 16 décembre 1925,
o doede de validité do |I':|i||‘ d wllinnee du 1 op-
tobre 1022 @l des pecords subsidinires, ¢ pesl=-
dive e Mandat, fot sans conbe signe le 13 jan-
vier 1926 el commumigué le 2 mars an Gonseil de
la Société des Nalions qoi Uappreouva fe LT ars
[ORNY. Mnis 3l ]||-"t-|_\.|il 1D IR ||L-'t'irll|il'|lll!
de ln guestion de In recommandation de 'lrak
poLr son admission doans fu Sociclé des: Mations
qui dewait faire ossser le Mandot mdme avant
Vexpiration de la période de vinglcing années.

Iin raalite |'.'h'|'1'[r|.'1|i|-n de eollp -]Ir'-ll-lll"_"il”l'lil

Lin

dir Mundd n'avail e06 demuandde JHre |1‘|I.II1_'h’-
lerre @ Vlrak que ponr doi assuver o possps-

zton dn !.ilu:u-l de Mozanul L'ne fois e bl at-
leinl, an pourrail Cloder, par I predseniation eof
IPadmizzion de 'leak & do Sociétée des Notlons,
In prolongation do Mandat, (est ce qui a élé
Fadt < le teaité de 1920 n'a d1é quon moven tems-
poradre, mis de eOlt noEsildl gquoe ]umil.h- s
gqu il el rempli sihe objel lerrilorial.

Ot anx snggestjons relalives QX Ines-
tius propris & assurer Papaisement el i protéger
venlement lous les éléments de la population o,
surggestions. qup In pésolution du Consell invitail
la Commission des Mandals o & E\H'IIIIH' 11 O
sithération lors de Vexamen des rapports annuoels
relnlifs & 1'leak on sait b sort qui leoe o Glé
thit, nolomyment #n et qol copderne les Assy-
rions. Jamais 1o recommuandation de donner & ce
peuple une autonomie locale sous son Patriar-
wohe n'n oen lo moindre suile. Olesl cependant ¢e
que les Assyriens ont loujonrs demandé, ce que
Mar Chimoun o edclame o voill ponrguoi il
a &1 traitd en feclicux pore le gouvernement -
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kien, imternd pendant quelque lemps & Bagdad |

et obligd depuis i se réfugier & Chypre,

Clest sur e poinl qu'il ¥ a eu un malentenda
constant, une équivoque méme dons la manitre
dont la situalion & é1¢ congoe el présentée par
les denx parties. Quand Mar Chimoun s'esl adros-
gt & la Société des Nations en aofl dernier pour
déponcer une politigoe qui privail systémaligae-

ment les Assyriens d'élnblissement homogine et |

powr demander Uenvoi en Trak d'une Commis-
sion internationale d'engudte, il visait le main-
tien de =on |J|.‘I|'[|||' dans son individualité, On 'a
BOCTESE pour eela A ambitions Fn'1'.-u'ull|:l|'|||~-= - esl
o¢ qui'a dit notamment M. H. Dobbs, aneien
haul-commissaire britannigue en Irak, dans une
letlre udressée le 25 aonl on Times. TV apris lui,
gi Mar Chimoun demandait 'établizsement des
Assyriens en an groupe oonpaot, e'élail  par
erninle que, 3 ils dlpdent dissémindés, o sa donb-
nation eocléstastique dispuraiteail el que les As-
syriens, qui sonl de la Confession Nestorienne,
se fondralonl danz les nombreax chredlions ohal-
ill"'l,"llh |]|- ]n [r['“'.‘ilh i |t|' l"nlrll\-.-~r|ll| i) fillihril'}” |3'1'|!
tramsférer & Rome lear allégeance spirituetle .
I esl fort possible que Mambition s'associe & la
sollicitude pour sa nalion dans attitnde du Pa-
trinrche, mais on pent en dice aolan! de pres
quetons les pasteurs d'hommes. Et la conduite
du gonvernement ivakien o & pour lui inspirer
& 1o Tois dex ingquidtodes poonre Te maintien dune
mationalité linguistique ef  traditionnelle  assy
rienne ol pour s propre antorite.

Bagdad n'a ¢ess¢ en offet de tendre 4 dmiclier
lies -“..-al-j.rn'lh pour lenr faire perdie lene indivi
cualité nationale, Non scplement il oo pas jogd
bon qu'ils constituarsent dans lrak un o Mil-
let o, mois eneore 11 o' fodd svean efford P
les établiv en bloc. Le manitee dont il les o diéss-
nis, hallottés, 8 certainement contribud & cau
sor des désordres anxgnels des hommes  guer
riers, halitudés & Uindépendance devaient  dre
beaneoup plus naturellement portés que les mol-
les minorités chrétiennes anclennement Mablies
en Trak.

Lo travail de dissccintion svstématique des As-
syviens par le Gouvernement de Bagdad n'est pas
conlestable. 1 s est ﬁ'l'l]'lljl'llll.-' non sealement o les
digseéminer, de maniere 3 fondre dans
maszes ambianles, mais eneore & les  diviser.
Clest ainsl que 'sulorité rakienne s"est appli-
guie & saper lautorité du Palviarehe Nestorien,
chef traditionnel da Millel, D'aprés une letbre
de Bagdad publide le 25 aoit par le Manchesfer
Gounrdian, les Irakiens auraienlt  systémolique-
mient donné des postes aux ennemis do Pualriar-
che, favorisé les Assyriens converlis an Preshy-
terianisme, cherché des opposants an Patriarche
paarnd les evidagues, parlisans de celui-oi
élatent molestés el les chefs de village poussés b
trahir Mar Chimoun.

Les ministres irakiens, Noury Saul Pacha o
Djafar Pacha el Askri, onl transporté cette poli-
lique sur le lerrain enropéen en éerivanl  anx
journanx anglais des lettres oi Mar Chimoun

les Jis

L&

dtail pocusé de fomenler lu révolle, contre les
vorux mémes des Assyvriens dont o éerasante
majorité » ne veul pas de son sulorité el sont
loyaux au gouvernement irakien. On est méme
arrivé i dire que nombre d'entre sux avaient fé-
licité le Goovernemenl des mesares de répression
qu'il avail prises. 11 serail inléressanl de sa-
voir sl oes Assyriens si-loyalistes oot ¢1é inven-
lés de tonles pitees ol, sinon, comment on les &
Cetle bhistoire, lrop corsde, !'u-ile_'"L‘
que, en Oriend, ln véritd est loul ce que 'on peot
esperer faire eroire.

L'euyre systématique de dissociation s'ujou
Lk Ja politique d dablissement par groupes dis-
seminés pour exasperer les Assyriens ¢f les pous-
e anx mouvements sédilisnx. Ce ne sonl assu-
rimmenl [ras des hommes commaoades, oo 1[IIJ'. diun
reste, lend i les rendre plus sympathigues que
fels om tels aulres minoritaives sans e dir-
salie. Mais Noury Said Pucha et Djalar Pacha sant
allés ym pen loin en les dépeignant, dans des let-
tres au Timas, comme des pens d'une Térocilé
exceptionoelle, pyvanl mutilé les morle el les blos-
hr"h_ ]_rl_'l-jilli Ir' -1':I]"|'_r\' |Ir-'=_- I.IIfil,.ll"r‘ il'.‘ll\il'l!.-'-. TR
erd fermmes ol enfants. Nons ne garanfirions pas
qu'ils n'onl eommis aucune de ces gentillesses,
mais il est ||rlliu|||ll‘ que, g fiuisant, ils onl wugl
exdelement comme lears adversaires |.|-.- i E-
tres irakiens savenl certninement & quoi s'en le-
nir el quelle est la réalité de L Toce astaligue de
lisnar ]n-l[l::{uu landis gu'ils touwrnenl viers "=
dent sa fwce coropéenne qui nous monire
Liouvernemoent bien ioteptionne, dont In géné-
rosilé a élé mtconmuoe el qui souffre d avoir Hé
pbligé d user de vigopeur conlre  un Ironpesn
P,

51 Mon Gervivail 1 histoive des Assvrlons on Trak,
on' devreait montrer en onx an Glé-
il gque 'on g cherehé b annihiler le plus pos
sible — il nie reste plus gue 20000 Azsyriens
duns le pavs PouT @ a=stnniler plus faeilvment
les diébris, Lo presse frakienne nu cessi d exel
ler conlre cox opinion de I'élément drabe. L
Gouvernement <'est offored d'en fuise une pous
sittee d"homumes, éparpillée parmi des groupes
mabveillants, privie de son homogdéndilé eof de
ses cndres, o pst-d-dire réduite 4 1'étatl de madidre
premivre, honne b foire, réseryve faile de la con-
servalion aléaloire de sa eeligion, des Irakiens
arabes,

Rien espendant n'obligeall envers 'Trak les
Alligs, el particulitrement 1" Angleterre, i admet-
tre cette politique de destruction d'nne nationa-
lité minoritaire, ot ln condude des Assyriens pen-
dant la guerre leur commandail méme maorale-
menl wuale autre chose, L'lrak o8l une eréaliom
de la vicloire des Allids, Son lervitaire = ¢lénd an
nord ef au nord-est sur des pégions de nationali-
lés diverses ol on 'dlément arabe est Beaucoup
moins nombrenxs que 1'ensemble des Chréliens,
des Yézidis, ele., sans parler méme des Kurdes
qui peuplent presque loute la monlagne, au nom-
bre de SO0L00L, Les Gouvernemends allids, oréa-
feurs de 'leak el, en purliu:uliur. celui de Lon-

roc s,

sins doule
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dres Slaient en droit de lui impuser lears con-
ditions, o'est-hi-dive le respect de ces nationalilés
|:l'.l{"|lr|ur!|u'~ au noovel Etoal. 1 o'y avail sucone
nécessite ponr que celui-ol Nl nolionalisant el
unitaire ¢l on pi."ul penser gue iﬂl.-tim‘ ln Liom-
mission des Mandaeis ="est, ow nom de oumté de
'lrak, lu‘n||1|T|w"|', la suite de examen o 'ane
pétition des Assyriens, contre |'organization de
celte nalionalitd e o« Millel s, oul en recons-
mandanl son floblissement en groupe  homo-
gine, elle a eédé beancoup plus & son souel de
discrétion qu'i son sentimenl intime de la wéa
lité ‘des clinses,

La protection des groupes minoritaives est par
toont dillicale ; en Ovient clle n'est vrai-
menl assurite que par teur arganigation dans un
cerfain cadre autoncome qu'il convienl de lewr
donner paclonl ol ils sonl dablis on peavinl
I'ifre d'une manitre assee compacte pour rendre
ly':-isi]r]f' i constitution d'une Jelle anlonomie
termboriile.

Nows croyons intéressant o cel égard de repro-
duire les paroles proneocées le 18 mai 1952 par
M. Panl Boncour devant le Conseil de Ia Sociélé
des Nations, qui examina®t le projet de déclor
Lion demandée an Gouvernement irakien ¢omrme
condition de Ia levie dio Mandat.

aitaire

=

o Elamt dorrpt gulil sTagll du Prooe he-Ohelenil, ol antbo-

nodiiie tepond & des nolions teadillonoelles, l¢ rprdaaton
de o Fronee demwnde #°H n'odl poind &6 possible o fos-
Mbwnirr, s des cus ol les eomditions T habitnl dis rh'-nilll-'lﬂ-

dirnne Yo Forme
I-J“l. Ty

potictail ansurer en adl Pexiemoe dis drodis

Lioiis de prmrmlenl . o regrimie minGriinlm
d ung aulonomie
v ancui giilee

des ansbuorkics

admiinirotive ; un fel ofgione

e ood pova, n'oidl dulllenrs pas dE snne
provcdiad dans Jes trailes de minociles ows-andmees, Bo foe-
mitdanl oolle abservallom, M. Paul Bonooir pense auset bien
Uy pecoiunandobiongs Less pr el mies -|||I'.-I».|I-l R L. I

Conumi=ion e Mossoul quionx bons ropporks e vobsinngs

enlrn |lll|l'|||-'||li|'|!" muinorikaires ol |'r1.|]lll'i|.|||l-. el nuss &
la el
Ja Socidle

fartlifte.

gty dils
ew Nulleis

bbbl oy fqud ot échude s Consell e

e que Tiwlibution Jo oo edgime el

Hien qui approche d voe gutanomic admings-
teative n'n #l¢ accorde aux Assvriens liveds & o
politigue: de dénntionalisation  d'on  Gouverne-
ment qui représente sans doute o majorité de la
popalation du tertitoire irokien, mais pag eelle
des régions du novd of exiztent des natiomalités
avnaquelles on o avail, en oréant an Elal irakien,
apcune faison de permeltre gux gens de la plai-
e allenter.

-
. =

Le fait a montré d'ailleurs que la bonne volon-
I¢ affpetee par le Goovernemend de 'lrak et les
o paranties o résultant de 2a déclaration n'assn-
palenl méme pas aux Assyriens, en fail de droits,
colnd de s eroire on séeurilé, Les conflits el mas-
sacres de 1Té6té dernier onl conduil §§ celle situa-
tion, peut-Mre visée par le Gouvernement  de
Bagdad, que les Assvriens ne veulenl pas plus
de 1'lrak que U'lrak ne vent des Assyriens. Le
sentiment de ceux-cl & 'égnrd de Ulreak s'est ré
véld par d'autres faits sanglants encore, aprés le

masspere de lg rérion de Dohouk. Les j!'!lll'lllilll!
tures des derniers jours d'aoiil onl snnoncé que
deux bundes assyriennes, 'une de 2000 hommes
ol 1"autre de 100, avatent essave de foreer 4a fron-
tidre turque ; 'une el Pantre ful répousste par
e Ten des mileailleuses Lrgues, laissanl trenle
il \irlg_,1 ierls sur e |-||.|irr e lenlolives dié-
sespirées pour regagner ln patrie perdoe do Hok-
kinri en disend long sur lo siluation des Assyricns
¢l leur désespoir. 11 ne s'agit plus maintenant
e peuple d'@ablissoment, homogéone o
pon, on drak, mmis o exode.

Lo Société des Nalipns a ¢1¢ saisie de la ques-

o

ton, le 31 aoft 1952 < Je Comité des Minorilés
a dicideé de =aisir le Conseil de ln situntion en
Irak, dénonete dons des WdHégramames do Pa-

triarche. Dans une répnion lenpe par le Conseil,
le 14 oelobre, Yassine Pacha el Hachimi, repré-
senitaml du Gouvernemen! irakien, I||J1‘I'.'!- nvoir
fait e proves des Assyriens, o demande Tear fa-
hlissement hors de Ulvak. Le sapporteny, M. de
Madariaga, o propost de nommer g Comité de
cing membres poor cladier aelle l.||u-H-|r|. ol l!lll

Ceeeail domaposé des reprdésentants dua Rovaume

Uni, dé la France, de 'Dalie, do Danemark el
du Mexigue, plus e rapporteur. Celle proposi-
tion o &0¢ adoptée of le Gomité esl enoore en
fonctions o "heure ofn nous devivons, B oo brans-
pird qu’il ocoape il un progel i dlwblissement
des Assvriens dons le sod duo Bredsil,

Noms ne savons pos 50 la déportation des Assy-
ot Lomt an mcing de ITn omajorité d'entre
diuns e Novvean Monde, esl maintenant
négessaire, mais il parail biep qo’elle ne le se-
rail pas  devenue si avail ||||:1|'-| piiE  en
nuins e guestion el imposd an gouversement
de Bugdad de trabter celle pupulalion ¢omme on
Glafl on droil de i degander (e e Taive aloes
quil Gtall erdé griee anx sscrifices des  Allids
ol Glendna, par la décision de la Société des Na-
tioms, an Vilayel de Mossonl, mosaique de natio-
nalités, Sans doule 'dlablissement Assyriens
[ |r|:m1||| hrl'HlllJ_I e s ]||‘1|rl.1|.1 i dos illfflf"lli—
1=, mais il est permis de se detnander 55 eelliss-
of n'¢tlaienl pus, o moins pour une purt, dons
Mespreit du Gouvernenten] frakien, soud & une
politigue de dissocistion des minorités. Le gron-
pe 'H.-u-\uglu ne comple Eli'l1-t e 200000 indivi-
tus, ce qui me demande pas  de visles conees
sions. Celle higodre de o Tailite de Ia rescherche
de terres convenables pour les Assyriens en leak
est, pour une parl appriciable, cellé des raspon-

riens,
L,

N

Csahilités e ["Angleterre.

O peat se demander d'antre part jusqu’i qoel
point la France n'aurait pas pu ouvrir plus lar
gomenl [lr'lljﬂl'. r|r|i e Iiﬂ“"-'ilil leouver un
fover, le territoire pour lequel elle est manda-
taire, Une telle hospitalité anrait #1é dons ses lra-
ditionz, Son territoire de Mandal ¢oovre aussi
dans le Nord une région tris mélée, ot sans
doule il n'y a pas de montagnes rappelant le pays
d'oricine des Assyriens, mnis o on brouve de
viztes terres irvigables, grice aux eaux des ri-
vitres gqui forment le Khabour. Dans celte région
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les habitunls sonl rares el son peuplement dis-
passe les copacilé= des populalions syriennes pro-
prement diles, peu fromibire nses o’ I"¢lendue
du poave, ¢l qui auront § fowenir one main-d oeo-
vre importante poor utiliser les terres qui doi
vent dtre irrigudes dans onest de la Syrie el dont
les exipences en travail o le rendement seronl
décuples par amdnngement des eanx.

I &' eat rafugie on Byrie ¢l ot o inslallé & Has
sirledid, =ur le Khabour, de H00 4 G00 hommes
Besyriens, qui seronl sans doule rejoints par lears
familles. Mais pent-#Mre anrail-on pu concevoir
avee moins de prodence la politiqoe do Goover-
nement francuis telle que s exprimdée M, Paul
Boneour devanl le Conedl de o SN, e § o

tabre 1933, dans o déclaration suivante

vl Framoe a &6 appisles & renaciHir ||I'|-~'.--'1;I-'|||I'III

avrion auehgues ominlnes d " Assvirad Thal-
vailee o

sl Jo leeriioire

dicns, Flle esl prdbe & ponrsgivee, dans I g i
menl géadrsl qul anl rviemdra soue los algpioes de da So-

cieht des Nutions, les conversalionps |||:|i onl Sl oirnines

par e gouvernemen irakien en yoe do tramsport en Sy
g formilhs de ces pMuesds = by ereleEmment T bor

Miss,

[ ienl dlre s lieloites,

-|||| |.|||p|.-||||| ol eladel ssemenl Pout e phi oV

i espprranoes Hop vasles: gl o

M. Paul Boncour tent & dlre que les possibildides o ‘absorp-
thort Wl Dn Svrie 22 rovven! eonvmandees gar des oondi-
T ! i T v ¥ " 5 %

lions i Jn foi= geoprapliques, loancites of polithgues, doat

e pouvernoment Tewncars ool obilbiee de lente compto, <land
dipane s rdapotsabilile anvvers des eeriloires sings Winilal
1wl POt M. Poul Fomcour &80 heoareox die relover,

Maodluringn
|.-..-.-|||
pa

danis fe vapport de M, o [Midibs wquee b Comitd du

Lageee V] gl s & Sludier K

Hes o "elalilisseqionl o=

micessadrement  Hoailer ses

prosimte ca leak

AaavroeUlidilens, ne deven

rei tirrelis anx

Les capacilés d absorplion dun pays, surlonl
g 01 sl anssi pen peapht que le nord-est des terri-
oires sous Mandol franeais, on il v a quelques
nomndes. & fixer el on s infiltrent Jes. Kordes,
Jll'l]'il'[l'| |u'.|u|'llll]t varier selon e que on disire
iqu‘elles soienl <l enoesl de cela comme de i
possibilite déclarée poe o Govvernemenl irakien
d'etablir les Assyricns énoun gronpe homogene,
Uge thehe est difficile non seulement en propin
tion des abistacles qu'elle reneontre, mais enaore
il rpi||n. IJI'||r-I1'I!I' "1 |||'!II||II|iI"II'| e |I4.'III"I!'HJI' in
désir que 'on a de Pacemmplir ; notre répula-
tion e people géndérenx el les steppes du nord-
est du terriloire sons Mandal qui onl grand be-
sirkrl ol “ogrleultenrs anraient bronve lenr comple O
Vadoption d une politigoe moins sy e,

Nous sspirons do moins gue Tes quelgques cen-
tnines d Assvriens qui sonl déja venns demnnder
asile au lerritoire do Mandat franeais, eb doivent
dtre pojoints par leore familles, el ceax qui vien-
dronl se grouper avee eux plutdt que d'aller
sons o des cheax ignords o, trouveront un foyer
dans le nord-cal de ln Byrie,

Nous livisserons le soin d'exprimer Ia moralité
dié Loule eotle histoire 4 M. H. Dobbs, dans sa
letire diéjh cilée au Times el & la conelusion de
Pariicle do Manchester Guardion que noos avons
cgalement oité,

Apris avoir dit qu’il avail en vain essayi de

fnire necepter les Assyiions ab Conada, & 1" Ans-
| ;

teadie et & o Nouvelle-Zélande on 4 1" Argentine,

M. H, Dobbs, qui n'avait sans doule pas encore

entendu parler du projet brdsilien, éerivait le

Y i

v aonil

Il seimlile quil me restie pien b fafre gue de i fnlanic ves
Asivriens i lrak ¢f Jde foire e nobre micux . pour Jeur i
Ilissetmant ol por obtenie de Vlrak dién warnnties réellement
sipllibps gl peesitives ponr deur sdourilé avanl gue oo le
coniedle brilanabgue die la F|Il|F|il|Ill' irakieinne, 1 e ol
i dil insister un it hlisse-

aa Liala =gl poar

s ANris ST
mienl ilte  Aswwrions ol reovn b Ve
i eerlain d'nnndes, comme conddition préalohle &
Pabanden de nofre amiedle, dan inspeolour de I Bochtid
s Nationis poir les i nnrilse -rlli aurnit Jdib flre ol ol
Ll Nous o Pavons pas fobl.

|_"III IJllll o) fwive mmrnlenant ¢ Il"" _||"||'|i--|||\ ||'|'|'|I-""'\l |l'|'I'I-
n'n, pus plos

min i
s da

Illllllllrl

oo

leslenl Lot viartiet it Didan rbeg e
i nuenn uutee, droil J[I|'[:1{II|I||_' ol d'fnlervantion dions les
affoires inlérioares de Pk, Ceel semblo exael ['II'I*lI'l}ll""
memd =l & e gotverneieend imkhn ||r--||-| dasile Fh"-ilillll.
s, Lo B

b, Turguie

i It

o clevens nos replier s ki Sooilé des Mot
M L Nallons o altribng & 17lmk plabil g
In Il'lllilll'i' die Mossou] a oo eondiUon SNPrass gua by, omy=

bl Birdbanenplgue =oendl mkinténu }--'Lu].mr viliagel =itk 00 This

eondition qui ol pis dle pompie . Elle a sveopld da fron-
par 1" Angleterre prinepele-

Iol ale son Comnsizsalee, lo géndinl Loaldonoer,

L burec=irakienne projposc

ikl A im
gui vonlivmall fa dénonsialicn par lés: Anglais de marsneres
do chrélions por es Tures sur I fromtites deakdonne, Al
Mewson] & [ irok o S8

LRI

la ralson rJl'ir|1'.|E|.l|.'-' de Valtcibntion de
vl

1|I||

fond Jea ehivdtions sernidnl en
irkien Heaa il
prppmri e pedaiis g apinogilos pris o
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I'rak’ snwars dn e wvinik Ja M da Maodid britannd-
v onk old viobis, lu Sociekd a0k drodd o lintervernie of, =i
ik ane vl pas o lemipiede Bl o Boctéld o e
drobt den Teire une of ensaile dlinsislee s dise goranies
effielives pour o stenritd des minorités dans la proyinee

Wher 1 une emgietbe hrifansigue

Liwchicld sl Inevilaldle,

1Meak de o
e \.II II
Ouant & 1o leltre advessée de Bagdad au Man-
ehester Guardion, pour exposer li politique de
Plrak a Vigard des Assvriens, elle concluait

s
sl o cainse,
Jirtuidi i lrak
ot d'aller en Turguice, ou s débwmbront dins les anion-

de Mivsoni, A

ont o8¢ foreds i se ddeplder a0 guifter "lmk

A

hswurien
ravl regvan
Bl

(BTUT sl ek e

2 oan s x Fin ooandadihan]

btgrties, S5 D Frande s aeceple, lous s aulnes suiyronl pen
b opein, Las Assariens savend adolehonl que e goirearie
el dle lrok e vinal LT AT - B T ln masse du Jl'.l|:1|||f!
bes hait, An moids de ddecombiee detiber, Ps dlibenl predis &
g gy iy Perse, sl s onl preeféns s livrer & dn
Frmnee, g I'on Heol Towjours o Crivnd s In vl -
friee des opprimes,  En Sydle, il apprendront quiile oe
peuvent demander gueun preivilige, apeun  fradbemend por-
Hentlier, o8 qu'ils doivent  abandonoer  ledes  armes Main
= st prtis b s somimellre b ot ithons, alin o (L
virlr pevisthlimaent owlliver loipes lerdes o Jofre paitre Teurs
tronpenus, Toutelfais, 31 yoa Hoaoe errvnr doans Jo poliks

que britannigque en Chient o I jugomant de [histoire sem
s,

En altendant ee jugement, an peut dive quoe
Paffuire des Assyriens sajonle i d'aotres pour
miontrer gue le monde de 'apris-goeree osl sor-
tout pavie de velléilds of de vagues bonmes inten-
tions
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HOME FOR THE
ASSYRIANS

— e —

THE BRITISH GUIANA
| SUGGESTION

SIR J. SIMON'S LETTER

Sir John Simon in o letter o M, Olivan,
president of the League Committee for the
Sertlement of the Assyrians, suUggesis a
League Inquiry into the possibility of find- |
ing u home for Assyrinne from Irag in
British Guinna: M. Olivan had written
on June |1 asking the British Governmenl
to reconsider the possibility of settling

Assyrians who miy wish to leave Irag in
ternitory under British jurisdiclion, in view
of the brenkdown of the scheme proposed
tor their seitlement in Brazil.

The lettey states that lis Majesty’s Governs
meni have renewed their elloris to Tind a sultable
destination within the Coloninl Empire for the
Assyrians of Irog. In view of the fact that it
is w case of finding not merely lapd which can |

be made aviilable, but land on which, from the |
point of wiew hoth of physical amd econopic |

conditions, the Assyrians can be expecied 1o
prowper, and inlo which they can be introwluced
without creabing new and diffscult problems of a
political, social, or cconomic order, this U]
F-l-lﬂ, maner. ]

The results of (he examination whikch has been
undertakes info the possibilities of settlement In
virious werritaries in (e Colonial Empire have

for Assyrian setilcment, imid an mdepaidcont and
impartial fovestigation conducted on the spol
with this object, under the auspices of the League
of Mations, appears Lo his Majesty's Government
b be essential.

ATTITUDE OF COLONY

The land concerned is the ﬂ::pmr of the
Government of British Guiana, CeTLIN parTs
af i are at present leaded 10 privite interests
Ihe lwrgest. of (lese interests s the Rupunoani
Pevelvpment  Compuny, which holds apprasis
mately 1,500 square miles of what s probabily
the best graeing Iand,  The Government af
Aritish Guiann hove socordingly mken the negves-
wiry steps (o sccure an opton, wader whick, i
the League of Nations decide to proceed with
the schemie, the enire ansens of the above coms
pany could be purchised Tor the sum of § 168 D00,
it any time prior (o March 20, 1935,

The letter sefers b0 a resoluthon of the
Legnintive Councid pgreeing thot the Govern-
ment of Britsh Guimnm should cooperaie in
carrying the setilement inlo effect if it 4s dechded
to proceed with the project, and continues :—

Untl such time ps the pew  commumity is
succorssfully estublished as an inlt:?rul part of
the population of the colony and i5 in a position
1o make lis due contribution to the general
revenoe, It will constitute, a finuncinl Hability.
The Government of British Guiune are not in &
position 1o necopt any pact of this Rability. The
posihilitles. of settlement in British Guisna are
sccordingly placed before the commities at this
singe without prejudice’ 1o the quesition of the
provision of the nootwsary finance

His Majesty's Government fully appreciaie the
mportance ol the Assyrian problem, aml they
are impressed by the griat urﬁlﬂ}' of finding a
satksdnctory - solution linlor it ey irl, Jhere-
fore, that the coimmittee will lose no gime in
taking the necessary steps 1o indtitute the inde-
pendent inguiry in British Guinne which i
reenmmended above

A memorandum was enclosed giving
detwils of the area in guestion, discussing
possible lines of commupication, and
giving & genernl idea of the probable cost
of seitlement so far as it can at present be

| estimmated.

hitherig, with one esception, been wnfavaurable,
That wxception concerns an area in the Rupununi
district ur British Guiana, where the prospects |
seem 10 be prime focke such as o justily his |
L P =T0 IG._nnmmcnl. in bringing them to the |
aotce of the commitles,

The utea v an extensive one. and should be
swfficently lurge 1o accommodate - all - the
Amsyrians whe may deure to lmave Irag. A
present (L s for the most part unsettled. A con-
siderable number of horses and cuitle are grared
upon t, und il pppears 1o have possibilites of ‘

further development ns a ntock-ratiing area, 1t
aprleuliural potentinlities have not el been
properly tested, bt fls thought tha Limited
arcan would lend themselves to cullivation suffi- |
ciently 10 meet the requirements af the Assymian
seitlers and their ;mcL. Much closer gxarmind- |
tlon will, howewer, be necessary belore the
distrct can definftcly be pronpunced as kuilable

7he Times."

29th Sepltaember, 19354.
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ASSYRIANS IN TRAQ

Mr. MANDER ntked what was the present
peosition with regard to the negotiations being
cartied an by the Lengue of Motions for rempving
ihe Assyrians from Lrag ind estublishing them in
some other country A

Mr. EDEN, Lord Privy Seal (Warwick and
Leamington, U, who was roceived with berisid
cheers on rising to reply for the firit time since
his new appomtment, said :—The Commiilce
which the Council aof the League of Nations b
sef up 1o deal with this problem are ai present
investiguting a scherrie for the seitlement of any
Assyrians, who may wish to leave Irag, on lapd
awned by a British gompany of high standing,
in the State of Parand in Soulhern Beeil. The
Rrasilinn Government have generously  offered
on certnin conditions 1 accept the whole of the
Assyriiang in groups of 500 familizs n month, a5
and when the company cun provide for thesr
pettlement,

Mesnwhile, the Committez have thought il
esmeniial 1o nssure (emsclves by mcans of » local
jovestigation that the land proposed s suitnble
for the purpose and that the conditions wre soch
s 1o |:||:|I1ﬁ the Asssrians to become @ useful
element in Amzl.  They have entrusied this in-
vegtigniion o Brigadicr 1. G. Browne, until
pecently Officer Commanding the Assyrmn Levies
in fragq. Brigadier Browne, who will be aantyled

by u representntive of . the Nansen Office at
Ceeneva und by the Counsellar of the Swisa Leogn-
tion ot Rio de Janciro, left for Brazil on January

1
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ASSYRIAN REFUGEES |
AT MOSUL

A DIFFICULT PROBLEM
FROM OUR SPFECIAL CORRESPONIENT
MOSUL, Noy. 30

It is important not to delay the decision
as to the late of those Assyrians who wish
1o leave Iraq, and to put It into effect us |
s00N 4 possible.

The number of those who have consti-
tuted  themselves refupees is incrensing
daily, Apurt from the 1,500 women and
children, left destitute us o resuly of the
kilh'n,g_m_ln August, who nre being main-
tained in a concentration camp here by
the Irigl Government, many families have
arrived here from their villages in the
expectation of being sent to the destination
selected by the League.

It is impossible to persunde these people
that the arrangements for their departire
are unlikely 1o be made in the near future,
and that they had better, therefore, rémain
in thelr villuges and sow their winter crop:
The events of the autlumn have lhuruuuhﬁ'
seitted them, and they proless 1o helieve
they will nol be sufe from raids by their
Kurdish neighbours if they remuin in their
villages, or else thut the fact of their re-
maining will be regarded by the Iragi
Government as proof that they do not
wish 1o emigrate. They are by no means
attracted by the idea of cmigrating 1o
Brazil, the only country so far to have
hf.'tll'. very seriously suggested, and would
preler (o go lo Syria, the Government of
which is unwilling to receive them. When
it 1% expluined to them that there is no
other alternative, and that if they do not
plough and sow they will starve before
many months are past, they say, “ So be
it™  Actually the state of public security
in this region is comparatively good ; but
occasional thelts of sheep and such like
suffice to maintain the sense of insecurity
in their troubled minds,

The Settlement Officer, Major Thomp-
son, and the Administrative Inspector of
Mosul, Major Wilsen, are now touring
the district trying to reassure the Assyrian
populntion and explaining what is being
done by the Leaguoe, but little ciravans of
refugees continue 1o trickle in, adding to
the number of bouches inutiles, which is
now probably nearly 5000 in Mosol
Until some country has been selected and
means for finuncing the transfer of the
Assyrinns have been arranged, these
refugees will continue to be a cause of
anxiely to those concerned.

The difficully of arranging for the
migration of the Assyrinns is compliciied
by the fact that a large number, possihly
5,000, refuse 1o follow the Patriarch Mar
Shimun in any new settlement scheme, as
they look upon him, not without reason,
ns the chiel cause of their tribulations.
These are the inhabitants of the villuges
which remained quict and loyal to the
Iragi Government in the summer, but
were, nevertheless, involved in the reprisals
upon the insurgent faction. Thus it
would seem thal two separate settlements
may be necessary if the migration is to be
satisfactorily arranged.




\ The Assyrian Problem

Lont HAlLsHAM'S reply to the ARCHBISHOP
of CantesBury, who usked for information
yesterday about the policy. of the e of
Nations towards the Asdvrians in s
satisfactory so far as it answered this limited
qQuestion. The problem of the resertlement of
those Assyrians who wish 10 leave Irag is not (o
be solved in a few weeks. 1is successful solution
depends upon the fulfilment of three conditions
—the agreement of some Government 10 accept
these refugees ; the existence in its territories of
Iands suitable for settlement by about 25,000
highly specialized Near-Eastern mountaineers
and the provision of funds to cover the cost of
their transportation to their new home and of
their maintenance there until they become self-
supporting. At present a committee appointed
by the Council of the League of Mations is
studving the problem, and it would clearly be
impraper to canvass in public the merits of such
regions as might suit the Assyrians until their
respective Governments agree to accept the
refugees,

In other respects, however, it musi be con-
fessed thut Lorn Hapsuam's reply to an
extremely effective speech from the ARCHBISHOP
—notably his altempt (0 eXxoneruie Succes-
sive British Governments entirely from oy
suspicion of blame, and his refusal 10 admit
any separate British liability for their resetile-
ment—Jeaves a certain sense of uneasiness. 1t
is perfectly true that the League of Nations, and
not the British Government, were responsible
for the failure to include the home of the
Assyrians within the boundaries of Irng: thal
the British Government had no part in inducing
them to revolt against the Turks in 1915 ; that
British sssurances of our moral responsibility
for their welfare when Irag became independent
should not be quoted apart from their conlext
It is equally true that some of the Assyrinn
leaders asked for concessions which no native
Government of Irag could salely grant; that
they were " difficult ** and sometimes overbear-
ing is probable enough ; and it is certain that the
locnl revalt, which hud such tragic consequences
for many innocent people, was anact of eriminal
folly and & gruve threat to the new Arab State,
But when nll is said the fact remuins that the
Assyrigns in Irag were enlisted, paid, and
trained by British Governments in order 1o
avoid the expense of employing British troops
to uphold the British Mandate against local
apposition ; that they this accumulated a large
stock of unpopularity among the numerous anti-
British elements in that country; and that
British statesmen might have foreseen the
probable consequences of the militarization of
an aljen minority which had faithfully served
British policy in Irag, and had thus become an
object of Arab suspicions and fears. This
country has no legal responsibility for the
present plight of the Assynians: but, as more
than one speaker pointed out in the House of
Lords, it has a moral duty to do ity best forthe
remnunt of a brave, if misguided, people.




ASSYRIANS IN IRAQ

THE PRIMATE'S APPEAL

The ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY called
attention to the pesition of the Assytians in
Traq. He asked the Government whether they
eould give uny information as to the palicy of
the Lengue MNations concerning them, and
maved for p:gn.

He smid that he made no apology for his
motion, which dealt with o matter which very
direcily affecied, the chivalry and honour of this
country, He had a deep persanal nterest fn i,
fnazmuch ms since the time af his :
Archbishop Lord Davidson, there been whint
was called an Archbishop™ mission 100 the
Assyriang, endenvouring 10 give fo them what
educationul help wns possible,  Ever wines the
Assvrians Had looked, and he hoped nol i vain,
for the [riendship and protection of 1he holders
of his office, but thelr prosent plight anil their
Futtpe were entitled to moke o very strong appeal
to_the interest and compassion of the people of
this couniry.

The Assvyriums were the remnant ol a very
ancient peaple, and a very ancient Church. Th
two thiny werit together; they were both a
stfon wnd a Church.  As a nafion (hey were

of their traditions ; #% a Church, naminally
estorian in creed, they had held with the utmost
hrwr:? and tenacity their Christian faith during
centuries of persecution. The head of the Ch'l.lltﬁ
and nathon, the present Patriarch, who had hel
office sinee his uncle was murdered in 1918, was

a man of 2% yenrs of age, who was
edu ut St. Augostine’s College, Canterbury,
and At Westcoit  House, Cambridge, 1

Assyrians were only a remnant, and i Wiy some-
what pathetic 1o think of the conirast belween
what they were now and what they wese in the
dim vistas of the past.

Huving referred (o the part played by the
Assyrians in fighting the Turks in the War, the
most rev, Primate waid that he would oot gpo
finto the long and painful story of the attempied

ent of the Awyrians affer the War.
1930 the Assyrians were nol unnnturally both
sorprised and alarmed at Lhe prospective A
Jmmg Treaty, by which this country was i

up its mandite and the Trag kinglom was o be

ver

Those | and work 7 He unde

lnﬁ"'

J re-gunners oo Atgust L,
f il that the occasion had been described
by someone not 100 feienilly 10 the Assyrions s
siich an exhibition of swvage fanuticism as had
scldom been seen,  The o« (ative of the
Iray Government al the League of Nations hod
d deplored exceses,  Th

REat ot pospic whe, wers competent 19 ghe
8 B WD wern 11 ve
information thu:rht that o;‘tnlinhr Iui? the

wolld with to leuve the country ; others

AssyTinTm f
thought that a much lirger sumber would go il
they were free and resetilement proved (o be
successtul,  ‘Where could n country be found
mw recelye a mmuhﬂnn ol between
and 30,000 people house them in oon-
ditions where n mountain-bred people could five
! ratood 1hil pegotiations were
Eznmudln with the Ciovernment of Hearil, and
believ mntﬂwr{:wihndlhmlnrﬂmmh
and suitable encugh even for such a large
impige o102 St ST
il
an assurance that they would be prrpnrnf:
grant n crechit for some amount,

He & o the Irag Governmend 1o use
this opportunity to. show their generosity and
to prove thet erg ot unworthy of the
confidence which been placed in tgam arul
whiich of late hid been so rudely shattered. They

t o he s eneniigh Lo contribute Targply
1o the cost of resetilement, to do thelr utmost for
the. satistactory teliel of the destitute fumilies,
10 compensag for injury dons, and, when the
League Commimion reached Irigf to e that no
obstnile was uﬂm in the way all Assyrians
howing the full epportunity that was open to

o,

1t was ol ihe utmaont importance that someone
sliould g to or sccompeny the Commission
| who knew the Adssyrinn language, was re

1ﬁuﬂ=ﬂlt the n le, and who
::!i.l pul the Eﬂﬂulh a I'rﬂu{ffgc!'m them.

constituted an independsnt sovereignty and 1o He hoped that the lrag Government, comsiering

apply Tor admission 1o the League af Mations

e respoosibility, would be willing to

It was fhought, and perhaps  diplomotically act m the way dewired

rightly thought, that guaraniess for the

e
tion of rminotities wis a maiter for the Lesgue thisir
of Mations Imelf; If it saw Bt to admit the lrug | this

He appealed (o the besders of the Assyriang and
r friends tn this country most caroestly at
juncture fo exercise some sell-restraint, 1o

kingdom into the l_m#:ﬁ 1t vy entitied 1o impose | refrim from recrimination and grave accusathons
ot r.',l:iﬂl'l{

whnl gunrantees

tion received
Angio-Trag Trenty.

o mmatter weni before the Lengue of Nations,
and he had an inlerview with, among others,
Lord Passileld, who was then Sécretary ol Siate
[¥e an assiE-
ance that afier the conchision of EEE reaty and (Cheers.)

for the Colonies. Lond Passtleld

after the admision, if it were brought abou
kray into the League of Mations, 1

the Assyrian e would be a
concern of his Majesty’s Government. Al
vao in the sanie  month  Sir

Baghdad, stated that if Iray should
of the confidence wh

uttempt
Sion.

Irng kingdom.
BRITISH RESPOMSIBILITY

had put themselves in g jtion of gquite specii

maponaibility, gven nrtﬂlpl';p mndt?:
Al to the rag ke

aufery protection of 1

o find some

Tive and their own lile wogether,
Mur  Shimun, the 3:: Putriarch, |

eircumstances of peeuliar difiiculty, had

, though sometimes unwise. an

L il the same time single-minded and

. As far s he knew from Janury, 1933

r Shimun hesd tried (o counsel culm

g

i

Mar

RS B IAHI.. Mevertheless, it :::J'ts'dlpﬁlwm “mtgm ;ii;:l et

Wi nol isin i seyTinms were deerl r

disnppoi EE al finding :hit their particular m'i for the Assyrian peaple. He sskid his mtw
no apparent recognition ln’ the s Glovernmedt io show that they were ng

t, ol
wellure of guestion the
matier of the fpdeed at 4

_Francis for the Assyriuns
. who was oor Commisionsr a1 bounden dugclo give 1o them what future was
u;:uh:rull' possible 1o

been L of LISTOWEL
placed in her the moral responsibilily must rest The Eﬂﬂﬂmmum
with his Majesty's Government which would 50t miang for the welfare of
ta transfer it to the Mandaies Commis-
We knew from the rapporieur that that Busion had
declanition was the determining factor m the faught on our side
decision of the Lengue 1o give the mandate 10 the pointed out the

His Majesty’s Government and this inlmL‘r_'-i

had bew
Qm, tqﬂ;uurt IlI:IE' nexion at all with 1%“’:;”;”“;“: lel,.lrt.
Assyrian people. Af ithdraanl of ssrns from

He admited that the difficulties w:-?: wery greal, wﬁri:.hfﬁw Britnin “ . e
but he thought it ought 1o have been possitile
nee in which the Assyrians could
He held  pes;

n
oved
inl=
Up= been m

B+

shoulder a very mﬂd:rlhh:rrqn of the expense

which might be lnvolved. ¢ miked tham

1o be m_&gl!u!nuig mlhmh ring the Mdum aof l;hnbL;_

respon o . andl not
e the fulfilment of their obligations.

LORD NOEL-BUXTON sald that in this
name of our couniry was

unless we showed determina-
tion to provide such security a3 was siill possible
i who remafned. 1L was our

g

very limita of possibility.
Inid emphasis on
Fre of the Britsh Govern-
I the A::Inm L
e i) B hﬂ‘ﬁw “Assyrinny had
mﬂm&& 5 n
in the War, but they had not
enormogs sacrifices which that
and brave people made at that time.

GOVERNMENT REPLY

VISCOUNT HAILSHAM, Secretary of State
for Wur, anid ‘that this country had no con-

rescued the ians from
what would otherwise have been inevitablo
destruction,  Withour . secking 1o apportion
sihility for the scrics of misfortunes which
fallen u ﬁl r,t: ;ﬂu quite ilm'lnln.é?
10 suggest that this country had been Iy

any wIo i lmrdaﬁ-u:n. Every ellort had
by the British Government to assist
¢ the Assyrians in irying o resctiie in

9

"The Times !
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m. ey -\"I AN psEnrance
- ' ol accept moral and special

W for the fuiure safery and welfare
mﬂ.n_ & and for their protection in Irag.
wns o complete misunderstanding. Mo
b ¢ Whiat i happen wal (hat
E.' Iiln; FMP o ligious tolerance,
rel on for rel s

ﬁ;‘l‘mh Humphfeys uned the words:
ed 1o the Leigue, which was, in jis

anly | way of fermingting
al  responalblily st rewt on his
not. attempd
b ‘armmission.
egnl mmihilhr for the comdiet of
e responubility. which he did undeértake
i diate reached such w pitch of oatrrty
gl her application for admbsjion 1o the
encouraged e make Urelr sandus in Syrig.  They
m.un.'lmil there with arms, leaving thelt Wamen

ues I WS . whether or not Irag
s Government Fually realizes . its
e
. Should r--Lprmrc hersell unworihy
ﬁﬂnurmnr. which would
er it 1o the Mandutes G
responsibility of assuring the Councll
That ought fo be made clear beyond
and children behind.  The Assyrinns defermined

o retirn armed, Irlimlfl they hagd been wirmed
e

£

i

i

g2

grzged

:

EEEZ
i

:

development that
ity in recommending that Trag should
e,
ponfidence which had been placed in her
Frangin  Humphreys never underiook any |
anditory Fower was m that lrag
Assvrians  were never  asked  nor

B

o dout
The

al 0 db so. : communieated their
inlention; they were invited to give up their '"m:{
Bt intcad cronsed the river 4t a ford an
mck:d an lrageouipost, The atiack wias un-
biedly it serious one, und for o bit it looked
as if it miﬂq,l:l have baen successful. it had
auceoeded there could be no doubt that the cone
wogglienoes winiild have been very aerious and there
wiuld have been a® firstclpss war in '"::‘f with
ary great ] m;dw?:c l;::‘mii Lray
troops was oul n the position was
mocovered the bodies of the killed or wounded
wete found 10 huve been mutilated. It owas not
| pussible or desiralle 1o go into a nice nppraises
ment of the exsct measuare of nndhility
which nested on one side or the ather. He g
with the Archbishop of Cunterbury. that, what-
ever provocation might or might not have been
received, the excesies commitled afrerwards by

the Trag army weee qguite wnjustifiable, and
erited, and hud received, the sevorest
condemiibon,

50 far as be knew the Government had given
to the most rev, Pramare all the information fhey
possensed with regard o the Commiitee sef up hy
thie Council of the League of MNations. The Com-
mittee adjoumned at the end of COctober for cer-
tain inguiries 10 matenialize. The Government

hod to-day recelved o b from Geneva in-
forming ibem that u meeting of the Commitice,
vehich wus to have been hnlﬂ_rnwrdﬁr. had been
postponce until Thrsday.,  The reasons for the
postponement were not given, bul it looked as
though further inquitics Wwere proceeding and
further information was hoped lor,

He wins glad 1o be able o give whist he thooght

the | ever cost might be concer

o which the most fev.

e M HE Al S
o, I L
it | Dot il whether 1t would be successtul,  The

tling an uncertain bit conmideralle
number of refugees of apother race in a foreign
COWRITY was, under existing co e, one of |
rer great difficulty, 8o for as the Goviernment
had been sble (o uscerinin, there did nol seem 1o
be within our own D

ominlony nnd Colonies o
sultable place asailable.

prablem ol

Inguiries with regard
azil 'were being sctively carvied on. *

to Br
THE QUESTION OF COST
e St Lin it s o
n ntial con forwiar -
ned.  How much that
provision would ultimately smount o he wis
not in & posilion Lo say . po hud been
fined, but the discussion wans going on belween
the Committee and the Img Government. L
hind been suggested that the British Government
might elther, by way of cedit or gunranteing
a loan, lind & very substantial part ol the money.
Thie view of his Majesty's Clovernment was that,
apart from the specinl responsibility of Ima,
thete rested nlso o very grave responsibility on the
Lengul of Nations iy 0 whole. Any fmancil
mﬁauiHle which was a by the League
of Mations invalved, ind o W Wery comsider-
phie fnancial r ility on this country,
hecattse, spenking from memory, he thought that
nearty a quarter of the expenditure of the League
e et might-be taken by the Leage
what ste 1 engue
to assial in ﬂntﬁau"?ﬁmn uh{g would ulti-
fely be neces to make any tion
Mo i IOOoEsS. wie quite sire hat the
Government would he prepared to do their best
get the League o take

0 generous view of
s responsihility, and he did not think we should
be backward in sharing thut tesponsibility with
the members of the League, ' But he could not
give an ossurance that we should igfmdu_n]:lr.
apart alto) er [rom the League ™arioms,
which was nﬂdﬁnr this matter, nocepl n separile
and ¥ ndent Hability outside ol our liahiliny
us metibers of the League.

Hi pould not suy what solution the I.up;: af |
Mations Committee would find for this pro d
or whether they would find a solution, but he
bt tried 1o show that the fines on which the |
League wero moving were the right lines. They
were [ully alive to the seripusness af the situa-
tion 4nd the nesd fof helping the Assyrians, but
while their inguiries werne (Ejmm:dmn. which must |
take some time, the Trug Government were doing |
all they could be eapected o do to prevent |
further suflering among the Assyrians and o |
mainiain them. The representative  of this
country would collaborate with the Leagoe in
trying io find a satiafactory solution with the
least ble delay:

The ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY, in
withdrawing his motion for papers; exp) the
hope that his Majesty’s Government waitld

uce the Irug Government 10" ses that il they
were o stand right in the eves of this coantry and
the League it was their duly to do all they could
ti rebieve the Assyrians, and when the time came
resettiement scheme 1o come belore the
League y (o sece that ever w

¥ W

offer.

" regarded s sotisfactory news with
tegatd to whal wii now being dane n lrag. A
ittee was net wp in Irag, in sddition to

et up by the Council of the Lengue, which
wils that the best

i with thuﬂdur_-.idur :ﬂm e
i provision  show i ar |

mﬁm‘u and victims, nnd with the rehubilitation
of the villages.  Major Thommon, the British

adviter, wak @ member of the Commitee. The
Ciovernment had been informed by him that the
work of reconniructing and  repopulat ihe
Iooted yillages way placed in his hands.  He at
onee amenged that the  destiiute women and
children should be brought g Mosul

camp wan boing estsblished. About £200 3 week
Wil wpent on this camp, which eontained
sim [ Telligees, There wis o special doctor

i the Assyrian poop
1] the
e




settlement, amd obtin really solid ano

ASSYRIANS l'N practical gunruntees from Irag for their

security before the termination of Britlsh

cantrol over Irag policy, In short it is

[RAQ ¢lear now that we should have insisted on

the satisfactory conclusion of the Assyrian

gland settlement and the appomtment for

I{- lerm ﬂll' years of u;\ ;ltﬂitinll}' recognized

gapue Inspector o inoritics fs 0 pré-

A BRITISH OR LEAGUE liminary condition. of miinqui:!?ing
INQU]RY i d control. We did not do so.

What should now be donie 7 The Arab

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES | papers aré protésting that the British

15 3l ‘ Ciovernment hus no more right of ingui
Siri—As the Bishop of Gloucesler has, | . "0 ol tonoe in Iraq internal uﬂ‘nfﬁ

in his letter on the Assyrians, quoted ex- o0 oo !

tensively from my memarandum pcr?nrad m.}-:ln;cﬁh?tr:;;ﬁ'f lg‘:.ir:]ﬂﬂgi‘n:":nt:
with the letlers of Miss Gettrude Bell, and | ment itself tukes up this line we must fall
us I was deeply concerned with the| biack Gn the League ol MNalions. The
fortunes of the Assyrians during my six | Lengue assigned the Mosul Province to

i . ; Irag rither than to Turkey on the express
years' ferm of office as High Commissioner condition, thet Bt ’ P

: ¥ ritish control in  that
for Irag, 1 feel that some words on the | province’ should' be maintsined for 25

subject are now due from me. yearx {n condition which was not fulfilled)

There is, | lear, litle room for doubt  and they dgreed to the boundary between
that something dreadiul hos happened ; Irns_{ amd Turkey proposed by the British,
but 1 do not believe that the responsible mainly on the strength of the report by
members of the Iraq Government were Generul Laidoner, their Commissioner,
privy to it.  They showed themselves which confirmed the British allegations of

d . : Turkish massacres of Christiians on the
extraordinarily tolerant when in 1926 the po s e Thus o principal reason lor

Assyrian Levies in British employ. with- he Joianment by the League of M
out the slightest justification, burst out of to Trag was 1:-:: assu E{ o
Irag sumption that all
their barracks on the day of the greal Christinns would be safe under lrag rule,
Moslem festival and shot down in the If there are grounds for believiug that this
streats of Kitkuk: about 100 defencelins condition and the underiakings regarding

. minorities given to the League by Ira
Moslem men, women, and ehildren, 0y oo Sa o T e Briii.-sﬂ

spite of the efforts of their British officers mandate have been violated, the League
to controi them, King Feisal at that time, has a right to intervene und, if Iaq will
at my request, in order to assuage com- not have a public British inguiry, the
muonal fecling. pardoned a aumber of League has a right to make one and after
Assyrians convicted of taking part in this 1 10 insist on effective gunrantees for the

_ _ future safety of minorities in the Mosul
massacre.  Moreover, the Irag Govetn- oo 0 &0 (e Iray to decide. Either

ment made earnest attempls to sertle the o poiop inguiry or a League inquiry
Assyrians In as large Blocks as possible on seems inevitnble.

fertile vacant uplands in the north, This I am, Sir, yours fuithfully,
settlement was well under way when 1 left H. DOBBS,
fraq in 1929, but was, T understand, upset  Camphire, Cappoquin, Co, Waterford,
later by the rebellious altitude of the Aug. 25,

Kurdish Sheikh of Barzin,

Mo ane could reasonnbly expect the
Government to wen out Kurdish tribes
wholesale and give their lands to the
Assyrinns, This would only have pro-
voked intenie resentment, and would have
led to perpetual fighting. Yet this is what
the Patriurchal family has in practice de-
manded, fearing that, if the Assyrians
were noi setiled in one solid enclave; their
ccclesiasticn]l dominance would disappear
and ‘the Assyrinns (who are of the
Nesiorinn faith? would become merged
among the muny Chaldagan Christians of
the Masul Province, and would oftimntely
transier their spiritual alleginnee to Rome.
Hine llue  lacrimoe  and  hence the
teaditional intetest which the Church of
England has mken in the Assyrinns
Knowing ail these difficulties, 1 tried to
get Cunada, Australin, of New Zealand to
aceept the Assyrians s immigrants, but

they refused. 1 even approached the 3 - "
Argentine with the same result. No 'Tﬁ;m

country would hove them. There seemed

ip be nothing left but o keep the 1-{‘." q ; t 1453

Aswyrinns in Trag, do our best fu_r_lhei{




ASSYRIANS IN
IRAQ

THE PATRIARCH'S
DETENTION

70 THE EDITOR OF THE Tl MES

Sit —The explanaiory note published
i The Tinses of August 9 below your
Bughdnd Correspondent’s {elegram on
the Assyrinn trouble conlains ane or IWo
efroneois stalements of foet, which are
reproduced in your leading article ol
August 10 (the essentinl Tairness ol which
| tuke this opportunity of acknowledging?
and in the Rev. Dr. Wigram's letter pub-
lished in your issue of August i1.

The cumpaign of armed disobedience
initiated by Mar Shim'un preceded and
did not [ollow his detention in Baghdad
{he was rever arrested but was alwnys
free 1o move about the city and enyironsh.
Ihe earlier mamifestutions of this cam-
paign led to the decision [0 summon him
10 the capitul 1o receive a sintement ol the
Government's policy in implementing the
ruling of the League of Nations regarding
the Assvrians. The Minister of the In-
ieriar first interviewed him on May 3.
Discussions continued for three wecks,
and the instructions to Mir Shim'un not
{0 leave were not issued until June 22.

The firsi Yaku affair referred to by your
Correipondent, snd which ultimately led
1o the eulling in of the military in support
of the civil power, begin (0 25s10Me serious
proportions in May . on May 22 he had
come into Dohuk with an armed following
snd defled the locul administrutive autho-
rilies ; by June 19 the numbers of his band
had risen 1o 200 and loval Assyrikns were
being intimidated. Before a show of mili-
tary foree Yauku submitted on June 24,
two duys alter the detention order to Mar

mess migration o Persia of which much
wias heard some months ago.

All would vet have been well had it not
been for 1he extraordiniry action of the
mandatory authorities in Syrin. The
sudden restoration, of 00 rifles (the figure
officrally admined) could only be inter-
preted by the simple-minded tribesmen as
a dircet incitement to attack the ‘lragi
forces on the opposite bank of the Tigns,
und so interpreted il was,

Your obedient servant,

NOURY SAID,
Minfstry for Forelgn Affairs, Baghdad,
Trug, Aug 2L

Shim'un, and, with whal now i5 shown 1o |

hive Dbeen  mistnken clemency, Wil
pardoned.

No protest agiinst the Patriarch’s deten-
tion was in faci ever made by the Tiyar
and Tkhuman of, indeed, any other
Assyriuns, nor (surprisingly perhaps but
such is the fact) has it ever been men-
tioned by them throughout the whole
affair. On July 24, afier the exodus, Yaku
addressed (o the Qaim Magam of Zokho
i letter expluiming that he and his party
had emigrated becuuse they " did not agree
with the policy © explained 1o them al the
Mosul meetings of July 10 and 11. The
movement wis not merely & gesture of
discoptent bit an attempr o force the
League 1o seitle them in Syria.

Those fumilinr with the recent history
of the Assyrian qoestion will find no diffi-
culty in realizing that the detention of Mar
Shim'un in Baghdad was not required to
prompt the excdus to Syria any more than
it wits required 1o cnuse the mutiny of the
Assyrinn | levies oguinst their British
officers in 1932, when a British battalion
was flown aver from Egypt to deal with
them, or 1o give rise to the scheme for a

"Tha Lowsa'

13

ﬂu&n.t 14 33,




'.

KING FEISAL STAYS
IN BAGHDAD

REBELLIOUS ASSYRIANS
BLAMED
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT
BAGHDAD, Aua. 24

The King's depirture his again been
postponed for a week. The Arabic pews-

paper Alam al Arabi politely suggests that |

“ the presence of his Mujesty at the heart
of his kingdom amid his people continu-
ously st all times has become necessary

for the reinforcement of the agencigs:

muaking for peace nnd the continued main-
tenance of calm and tranquillity.” The
Arubic Press in general on the occasion ol
yesierday’'s anmyersary of his coropation
hailed King Feisal s the maker of the
regenerited  und  independent Irnq of
to-day, ,

A telegram in IE: name of 14 Assyrian
sectional leaders hos been sent 10 the King
from Amadiyah, which runs:—

We. [orming o majority of the Assyran
lenders, denounce the rebellious section ol oup
raco. which haw proved  forgetiul of the con-
yined indness shown them by our king, the
lragl Government, snd people,  We deem ours
selves bound by o secred duty o express our
gratification .at the splendid | punitive  acthon
undertaken by the Tonges of the State in purg-
ing the couniry of faithless elements st upor
undermining the edifice of Tragi’ anily.

| The telegram praises the * fresh measure |

[ of sympathy © extended 10 the Assyrinn
community by the reliel offered o the
distressed familics and the grant of mercy
to penitent rebels,

Preparations are being made 1o give 3
rousing welcome to the Iragh Army on i1s
return to Baghdad to-morrow. [rom the
operations in the mnorth. The Guild-
musters of Bughdad appeal to the barbers
and coffeeshop keepers to give (ree shaves

(and free coffee 10 the returning soldiers

| for three diys.

THE ASSYRIAN PETITION
FROM OUR LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT
GENEVA, At 24

In secordance with the usunl procedure
in connexion with minority petitions, the
Chairman in Office of the Council of
the League of Mutions, Don Francisco
Custelle Majers, of Mexico, has nomi-
nuted two members of the Council to act
with him on the Commitiee ol Three
which will consider the petition of the
Pairiarch  Mur  Shimun  about  the
Assvrians in Irng. These &re Norway and
the Irish Free Swmte. and both have
aecepied.

Having considered the evidence sub-
mitted by Mar Shimun any member ol
the Committee will have the right to place
the matter on the agenda of the Council,

The Times '
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ASSYRIANS IN IRAQ

PROBLEMS OF SETTLEMENT

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir,—A  trustworthy  veport  which
reached me last week from Mosul showed
clearly that the Assyrians, than whotn no
peaple in Asin have served us more loyally
or at greater cost to themselves, we
being driven to desperation.  They we
ready last Decemnber to migrate as a bod
to Persin, where religious and racial
toleration and public order are guaranteed
not by the League of Nations, nor by the
*“moral responsibility ™ of his Majesty's
Giovernment, but by a strong and  just
ruler. They were discournged from doing
50, partly by the fact that the Persian
Government «eclined 10 allow them o
settle anywhere us a single community, As
long as October 20, 1931, the Assyrians,
in a petition 1o the Permanent Muandates
Commission, declared that it would be
impossible for us 1o live in Img afler the
withdrawal of the Mandutory Power,”
and they pressed for facilities 1o migrate
o Syrin, where France still enjoys ihe
reputation, and has the ability and the in-
tention, to protect minority inlerests, In
deference, it is to be supposed, 1o British
views, the French Government, whose
local representitives were known to
favour this solution. closed the frontier
against them.

The Permanent Mandates Commission
realized the probable effect on the
Assyrinns of the admission of Irag to the
League of Nations. They were unmeved
by the optimistic declaration of the pre-
sent British Ambassador in Irag that Mos-
lem officials could be trusted to show wis-
dom and tolerance to minorities, whether
Kurdish or Assyrian, that seitlement
operations were proceeding smoothly, nnd
that, in the words of Yolimire, " tout est
pour le mieux, dans le meilleur des
mondes possibles.”  Their misgivings
were, however, allayed by the declaration
muade atl the XXth Session that

Should Img prove hersoll unworthy of the
confdence which has been placed in her, the

mioral responsibilily must rest with His Mujesty's
Giovernment.

They proceeded to devise paper safe-
guards, which must, in practice, be ineffec-
tive, as the onus of finding at any given
moment & member of the League willing
to champlon their cause, in the event of a
breach Irng of the * minority " pro-
visions of the Declaration, rests with the
minorities themselves, With the leaders
under arrest, in gaol, in Might, or killed,
what chunce huve they of being heard ?

A few months afier Sir Francis
Humphrys's declarutions at Geneva some
Kurds, gonded into rebellion by official
ineptitucle, wers disposed of with the
ussistance of the Royal Air Force, which
wiped out 40 villages with, it is believed,
small loss of lite, Now, apparently, it is
the turn of the Assyrians; let us hope,
however, that the Royal Air Force will
not, on this i3 on past occasions, be used
te bolster up misgovernment,  Assyrian
levies are still guarding our serodromes
in Irag, for the simple reason that the
Royal Air Force are well aware that the

‘Amb army cannot be frusied 1o ad we
Yet their titular head is under arrcest, their
friends mre being killed by Kurdish
irregulars, their [amilies scattered and
sinrving among their hereditary foes.

The only remedy now open, in my
judgment, is to arrange for the settlement
of the Assyrians as a whole din Syra.
Correspondence that has re me
during the past few monihs makes it clear
that they no longer trist British promises
iwe have placated our enemies at their
expense oo often). They regard the
Anglean Bishop in Jerusalem as com-
mitted to an uncritical acceptance of Tragi
HESUTANCES,

The nppoiniment by the League of
MNations of a Commissioner, with the
fullest powers, with the cooperation of
France and Great Britain, to arrange for
the transfer of the Assyrinn nation 1o |
Syrin, affords the best hope of a solution,

When Great Britain assumed * moral
responsibility * for what has  aciually
happened. the League of Nations con-
trpcted out of its own responsibility, an
aminous precedent. The financial liability
for securing the settlement of the
Assyrians, so far as it is not borne by
Irug, should therefore rest on this
counlry.

I am, Sir, vour obedient servant,
A, T. WILSON,
Much Hadham, Hertlordshire, Aug, 16,

'ﬁl 'T::in.-.u'
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' ASSYRIAN PATRIARCH

DEPORTED. _ |

DEPRIVED OF IRAQI
NATIONALITY

FRUM OUR CORRESPONBENT

BAGHDAD, Aug. 18

| The Nestorinn Patrisrch Mar Shimun
| XX1., the Ethnorch of the Assyrians, who
hod been under detention for some time
| for having declined 1o sign o declaration of
[ lowalty o King Feisal and agree'not 1o
thwart the Lenpue's scheme for settlement
for the Assvrians, was deported to-day by
| order of the Governme=i and deprived of
| lrugl nationality,

| The British Air Officer Commuanding in
| Irng was present at the Hinnidi aerodromc
[ when Mar Shimumn, whose expréssion wias
quite impassive, lelt in a British machine
| for Jerusnlem on his way to Cyprus,

‘ Mr. Ogilvie-Forbes, the British Chargé

d'Affaires, has been making urgent repre-
sentations to the Iragi Government to
ensure thot adequate safeguards be pro. |
vided ugainst the renewal of Kurdish
attacks upon Assyrian villages.
The deportation of the Nestorman
Patriirch has caused no surprise here, ns il
[ wits known that such action was being
considered by the Government : but it is |
thought that the cancellation of his lmagi
nationality mmy raise o cummunmml
question.

! BRITISH AMBASSADOR'S
JOURNEY

Sir Francis Humphrys, the  British
Ambassador 1o Irug, who had an inter-
view with the Prime Minister on Thurs-
duy about the Assyrian trouble in Irng,
has arrunged (o lewve London to-day by
' truin for Brindis, whence he proposes to |

stari on Monday in an Imperial Airways |

liner for Baghuad, where he is due to
| mrrive on August 23
' The King of Iray yesterday instructed
his Legation in London (o infor the
| British Government That * althougn every-
| thing i normal now in Irag, and in spite
of mv broken health, T shall wwait the
E1rnva| of Sir Francih Humphrys in

Baghdad; bit there s no reason for
| further anxiery.”

At the request of the Iragi Govern-
ment the Hritish Government provided
the means for the rtemoval of ‘the
Nestorian Palriarch to a place of safety,
and armunged for him (o be brought by
air 10 Jerusalem. He was sccompanied
by his futher and brother.

“The Times'
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KING FEISAL'S TASK '

The Prme MinisTer. who arrived in Loodan
vesterday, was fortunaiely able to sec the
| Brrmisi AMpassapor 1o Inag belore his return
| to Baghdad, and 1o acquaint himself with the
latest official information as to the recent
excesses in rthe Mosul region. The precise
sityation in Northern Irag is still obsoure;
but it i only too clear that the uncom-
promising obstinacy of Mar SiMuN, the youth-
ful Patriarch of the Assyrians, and the stupid
violence of un Irogi commander have had
deplosable conseguences. The treachery of a
body of Assyrian runaways, who had recrossed
the Tigris from French Syrin on the pretext
of surrendering their orms and fell unex-
pectedly upon the Iraqi outposts, has been
visited upon many of their compatriols

force mminly composed of Kurds and
politely described as “ irregular police "W
gmployed by the Iraqi commander at Simel,
in conjunction with four battalions of regular
troops, to hunt down the surviving rebels.
This officer, however, took no precautions
o ensure the protection of loyal Assyrians,
ar the observance of any civilized discipline, He
himsell appears to have set the worst example
to the Kurds v ordering the execution of
prisoners without trial.  In these circumstances,
it is not sutprising that a police operation
degenerated into an indiscriminate attack on
the nearest Assyrisns, in the course of which
severnl hundred of them were killed, many
villages were burnt, and the survivors reduced
o complete destitution.  The execution of
untried prisoners has naturally provoked strong
diplomatic representations by the British repre-
sentative at Baghdad ; but, though no word has
reached this country of the opening of the mili-
tary inguiry into the respomsibility for this act
which has been promised on the word of the
Arab Ko, there is reason to hope that his
Government has realized the instant necessity ol
restoring peace and discipline. The news that
Kizng FEisar has wisely decided to postpone his
intended departure to Europe, where he will
complete his cure, hus removed one of the
chief aoxicties of his most faithful advisers
and of his British allies,

There are other anxicties which may not be
so quickly removed, It remains to be seen
whether the local lmgi communder will be
willing either 1o disband or to discipline
the irregulars ; even il his employment
of numbers of Kurds—none 100 1rusi-
worthy an element in lrag—was inspired
by @& genuine belief in  the Assyrinn
danger, the violence and indiscipline (lo use
no harsher terma) which he has permilied
must inevitably injure the reputation of the
Government which he serves. When the
admission of the Arab Kingdom to the League
was discussed by the Permanent Mandates Com-

who had no hand in the rebellion. A |

’T/hc ’ﬂ-hu:
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of the British Mandatory Government expressed
his conlidence in Iragi tolerunce for religious
and racial minorities: last year, when lrug
became gn independent Stale and & member
af the League, its Government furnished ithe
Council with guaraniees of the righis of
these minorities which should have =ecured
members of the loyal Assyrian majority agninst
the treatment which they have recently ex.
perienced. There is no evidence whatever ihat
the predent Government of Imq sanctioned the
display of anti-Assyrign violence, which has
caused gravk concern among its friends in thix
country ;  but its failure to wppoint a competent
miliimry commander in the area in which the
minorities are most numerous or 1o exercise any
control over the methods employed in the
supprestion of & minor rebellion must invile
attack. It will certainly be surprising if no
reference 1o these lamentable events is made at
Cienevie next month, and if Britsh official
optimism  does not incur almost as much
criticism as Arab negligence. The best defence
the lrugi Govermment can muke is 10 deal
soverely with any officers or officials whose vio-
lence has injured its reputation, 1o lose no time
in completing the seltlement of the loval element
amang the Assyrinns, and to make whai restitu-
tion can be made 1o the innocent communities
which have suffered violence and spoliation, A
statement made by the PriME MimasTer (o our

that some at least of these steps will be taken
immedintely,

There still remains, however, the serious
problem presented by the ASSYRIAN PATRIARCH
and his immedinie followers. Whether Man
SmiMun or any member of his family was or
waus not responsible for the absurd and finally
tragic flight of over & thousand armed Assyrians
into French Syria, his attitude during the last
four years has been increasingly obstructive and
defiant.  His attempts to arouse British sym-
pithies by attacks on the Arub Government and
by exaggerated claims have naturlly aroused
Arah ill will. No doubt he and his people had
cutse 1o complain of the incapacity or worse
of some Iragi officials, but there is no evidence
that they suffered more than other communities.
A well-armed minority always girding at the
natives of the country, always invoking the aid
of the mandatory authority, constantly express-
ing s distrust of Arab rule, nevertheless
expecied preferentinl trentment and demanded
territorial privileges which iis hosts could not
grant without injustice to other elements. When
the Council of the League of Nations refused
his demand for ndministrative autonomy within
Irag, but assisted the Government of the country
to settle the landless Assyrians in so far as was
possible in homogencous units, he nol only
refused to sccepl this concession but last no
opportunity of inciting those cluns which he
could infMluence 1o oppose and obstruct the
secheme of settlement and o emigrile to Syria,
His detention after he hud been summoned (o
|B.ughn‘nd was an error on the part of the
Government in that it encouraged the wilder
spirits among his [ollowers 10 leave their

Correspondent  yesterday encournges the hope

mission at Geneva in 1931, the Representative | homes and families unprotected and under-

take a hare-brained murch  into Syria
without even ascertaining whether the French
authorities Id receive them; an adventure
which led directly to the disusters which have
overwhelmed many of his simple Tollowers.
But, while the responsibility for the most recent
tragedy in the unhappy history of the Assyrians
miust be divided between the Patriarci and the
Arab Gepernl @t Simel, its roots lie in the
failure of the League Council to foresee the
consequences of its refusal 1o include their
homeland of Hakkiari within Irag in 1925,
Such mistakes are not cusily repaired: the
Council can still, however, assist such of
the Assyrians who wish to leave lrag—as
many will—to find new homes in Syrie or
clsewhere,




ASSYRIANS IN
IRAQ

KING FEISAL'S TRIP
POSTPONED

There {8 renson o believe that King
Feisal hus wisely decided 1o posipone his
intended depariure from Baghdad (o
Europe for the completion of his cure,
and will remain in Irag at least until the
arrival of Sir Frmncis Humphrys, the
British Ambassador, who will start on his
eastward journey before the end of the

Minister, will alsa remnin st Baghdad
pending the Ambassador’s return,

Mo [utther news has heen received
from the scene of the recentl eNCesses
against the Assyrians, but it i hoped that
British representations have had the effect
of restoring discipline.

KURDISH ATTACKS
DEPLORED

| MEASURES TO SECURE
ORDER

FROM 0L CORNESPORDENT

BAGHDAD, AuG, 17

The Prime Minister received me this
afternoon and suid he wished to correct
expgpernied reporis of the recenl evenls
in Northern Irag. He deplored Kurdish
attacks on Assyrian villages resulting in
such  heavy casunlties and  absolutely
denied that these attacks were instigated
by the Iragi Government. He suid that
while the deuth roll was high the casualties
were sustained in fghting which the
Assyrinns brought on themselves. 1In
contrast to other conflicts in which Kurds
were involved, such us the Barzan and
Sulaimani ourbreaks, no atlacks ware
made on Assyrinn women and children
and no old men were killed.

In regard to the immediate future the
Prime Minister said he did not anticipate
furthier trouble, und had received & re-
assuring message {rom the Mimister of
the Interior, who wos visiting the troubled
area.  The Governmenl's immediate
steps (o relieve distress  among the
Assyrinns  included the formution of
commitiees 1o help the bereaved families,
and Major Thomson had been unafficially
asked to superiniend the refiefl armange-
ments.  Another commitiee had been
formed to help the Assyvriitns who had
surrendered 5 yet another would Bompen-
sute the Assyrions whose property had
been looted by Kurds. Some loot had
already been returned 1o the owners,
Government would pay compensation for
the remainder. Twenty new police posts
to be built under direciion of the Minister
of the Interior would be & guarantee
againat further Kurdish raids,

week. Nuri Pashs, the Iragl Forelgn| FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT

Meanwhile the Haghdad public knows
nothing about the slaughter which has
tuken place in the north. A qileter
atmosphere provails in the city and the
King's depurture for Switzerland has been
postponed at least for o week. An official
stiutement explains that his Majesty needs
further rest  before  undertaking the
journey. It is understood, however, thit
British representaiions were made (0
King Fuisal as to the upwisdom of lenving
the country at stch a serious time. |

PRIME MINISTER IN
. LONDON

DISCUSSIONS ON 1RAQ

The Prime Minister, who had travelled
from Seotland during the night. reached |
Downing Street early vesterdoy morning.
| and spent the day m consultation with the
| representatives of o number of Govern-
ment Departments.

The only Minister he saw during the |
diy was Cpptain Eden, the Under-Secre-
tary for Foreign Affairs, who visited
Downing Street with Sit Robert Vansitiart,
|ihe Permanent Under-Secretary. Speeial
| attention was given 1o the news which has
been regeived during the last few duys
ubout {he situation in Irag. In the after-
npon Sit Fruncis Humphrys, the British
Amblismdor 10 Irag, also culled @nd saw
| Mr, MacDonald. He has begn on leave
| in Morway, but s returning to Baghdad
Limmediately,

The Prime Minister ulso saw during the
day Sir Hormce Wilson, Chiel Industrial
Adviser 10 the Gowernment, and Sir
Edwurd Hurding. Permanent Under-
Seeretury al the Dominions Oifice. Mr.
MacDonald had hoped that it might be
poasible to meturn 1o Lossiemoath by air
to-day, but us the weather reports were
not favourable he decided to travel by
Lrisin last night.
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ASSYRIANS IN
IRAQ

PRISONERS SHOT
UNTRIED

BRITISH PROTEST

KING FEISAL’S
PROMISE

Further exvesses are reported frivm
Northernt Jrag, where 35 move
Aswvrians ure known 1o have been
killed  amd several prisoners shor
withont trial. The Brittsh Govern-
ment hax made atrong  representas
thons to the Iragi authoritiey. King
Feisal, however, does nol xéem o
v abardoned hiv intention of leav-
iny Baghdad by air jor Ewrope on
Friday.

There has been ik massacre of Axsvrians
near the small town of Simel, 40 miles
north of Mosul, where theré is anadvanced
lunding-grovnd vsed until last year by the
Roval Air Force in Irag. A British
official who has visited several villages
wear Simel found them full of panie.
siricken women nnd children and counted
115 Assvriun dead. They appear o have
beain killed by the so-called lrregular
Police. Many of the dead were found
willin two miles of the local headguariers
of the Iragi Army.

Further news about the incidents which
ledd up 1o the Assyrian outhreak and the
ferocious reprisals of the Tragi commander
have reached London. There is scarcely

any doubt that the Assyrinn rebels who
hod erossed into Svrinn territory in Joly
were entirely to blame lor the collisions
an August 4 and 5. The group of 500
men who recrossed the Tigris into Trag on
August 4 guve out that they would
surrender their arms.  The small Lragi
delachment which they mel does nol seem
1y have atgmpted o disarm them by
force. The Assyrians, however, attacked
and destroyed . They then broke
through a force sent to intercept them.
Mese 1wo encounters caused much

| batterness, which was increpsed by the
{usual Orientnl rumours that the Assyriuns
Jhud mutilited the dead.

e first of the reprisals reporied to the
British Edhbussy in Baghdad was the work
of Bekir Sidgt Beg, the Iragi commander
in the north, whose Kurdish irregulars
brought In a dozen AssyTian prisoners.
I These he ordered to be shot out of hand
and without trial or inguiry whether they
were rebels or not, He afterwands excused
this order on the grounds of his indigna-
tion i the alleged mutilution of the dead,

| O recetving the news Mr, Ogilvie-Forbes,
II“F.B.."rL"h Chirgé d'Affaires in Baghdad,
mude earnest representations. to King
Feisal, whom he urged to prevent any
fepetition of these severities.  King Feisal
pledged his honour that an inquiry would
lse held fnto the executions,

Since this pledge was given no news has
heen received of the opening of any
inguiry. Bekir Sidgl wpparently remains
in command jw the porth. Meanwhile it
i understood that King Felsal has de-
cided 1o lenve lrag 1o continue his cure in
Switzerlund, and his booked his passage
by Imperial Airways for August 18

THE IRAQI COMPLAINT TO
THE LEAGUE
RN OUR OWN COREESPONDEN|

PARIS, Aud, 16

It s understood that the French
Cioverpment was notified by telegram
from Genevan of the complaint of the
lrugt Government ngainst the action of
ihé Franco-Synan authorities in releasing
the armed Assyrians, who subsequently
relurned to Irng from French mandated
il_n:rrih_n':n.I Mo . reply has been sent 1o
the telegram pending the arrival of the
report of the High Commissioner in
Syrin, which is not expected for some
duvs, 1n the meantime the view js main- |
mned In officinl circles that the French |
atthoritkes cannol be held (o Blame for |
lurving reloused the Assyrinns, as the Iragi
Crovernment had fuiled to notify them that
the men were rebels

¢ The Tt '
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ASSYRIANS IN IRAQ

PROBLEMS OF PEACEFUL
SETTLEMENT

A NATION IN ARMS

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir,—As one of vour Correspondents for same |
fiitle thme in lrag, may | put the [ollowibg
poinis:?

Ihe problem of the Assyriuns is one of these
problems of politics in which natlonality, mee,
and réligion are all mujor factors. What makes
it apparently insoluble i the fuct that the
Assyrinns are o nltion in wrms—atd Hrsi-cliss
material al that

While the Onomun Empire existed the
Assyrmns Jived in ihe Hukkiar country. It s
well known how they jolned the Allies against
the Turks, and how the 1925 seftlement. wihigh
give Mostl to Frag. give the HakKian country
to Turkey, This territory is still empty, but the
Turks. hoving been stabbed in the back onee
by the Assyrians, not unnatarally are wwilling
10 have anything more to do with this armed
nation excepl across a frontier.

As the resull of their taking service with the
British, the Assyrians, about 37.000 in number,
can put in the field about 10,000 men, Fully
irnined on British lines, with full experience of
Hritish discipline and tactical methods, and each
grmed with 8 modern British nfle given to him
of  discharge [Irom  the British-maintained
Levies, As fighting material the Assyrians cin
have few egquals to-day in the Middle Fast.

As the Turks will not have them, lrag must,
anless Britain were able 1o dispose of them else-
where. which is out of the question. The Arab
Governmeni in Baghdad does not want an
armed Assyrian enclave, for such an enclave
would xoon be able to nchieve effective auto-
nomy. bused on wrms and worked through the
Exarch, who I8 both the national and religious
head, and could at n word stop the flow of
Assyrian revenies (o ihe Baghdad Exchequer.
\iucrn an enchrre would keep jls anlonomy un-
leks British forces aided the Arab army in
reducing it.  But British military action against
“our smullest ex-Ally ™ seems also out of the
guestion because of the furare which it would
undoubtedly raise

The Arabs sav, with trath, that they Have, in
any event, no aren big enough 1o settle the
Assyrinng in ane body excepl by dispossessing
long-estublished Moslems, which they argue
would be unnatursl {or them to do even if it
were legnl, Morcover, as the Moslems thus jo
be dispossessed by Arabs in favour of Christians
would be largely Kurdish, it is clear there is no
solution an these lines,

The Assyrinns, armed and race-ganicious us
{hey are, paturally do not wish to be split up
und put ut the merey of possible fanatical out-
bursts—their past relations with the Kurds have
heen stormy enough to warrant such fears. Nor
do they wish 1o give up their arms, for they say
they do not trust the Arabs

One very real difficulty is the open contempt
with which the Assyrians look upon the Arabs.
The ex-Levies huve come fo-regard themselves
sk all bisr British, and the Arabs have found their
superior aftitude most gulling. Thut 1 believe
to be u factor in the problem which has not
been sufficiently emphasized.  Most unfortu-

| nately, it has given rise 1o the belief, which many

Arahs hold or at least express, that Britain is
supporting this Assyrinn ngitntion for her own
anti-Arab ends.  The more responsible Arnbs
do not shure this view, bur all last summer in
Baghdud, when the trouble with the Levies came
to a head and the Northumptons were fown
from Egyvpl to relieve them, it was commaonly
snid i the coffee-shops that this was Briiain's
last-minute effort Lo postpone the termination of
the mandale.

A minor, but real, diMculty & that the
Asayrinns upologists in Hritain have tended 1o
over-emphasize the religious factor, und occa-
siomally religious papers have dashed in, il one
miay so pul it, where others might have feared
to tresd.  The tssue iz mew primanly one of
Christinn veryiy Moslem. Such & ery is easy' 1o
riaise in Britain, bul it s doing a positive dis-
gervice (o the Assyrians to forgel that it may just
ns easily siart o counler-cry in Baghdnd.

I am, &c.,

August 14 E. MAIN.

The Timbs |
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PROTEST BY
IRAQ

FRANCE AND THE
ASSYRIANS

FROM DUR LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT

GENEVA, Aug. 10

A telegram [rom the Iragi Government
outlining events leading up 1o the present
difficilties with certain elements of the
Assyrinn  community and  protesting
against the attitude of the French authori-
ties towards the Assyrians who crossed
into Syria hus been received by the Secre-
tary-Cieneral of the League of Nations
and is heing transmitted to the Council
and members of th: League.

The telegram begins by recilling (he mEmsures
taken for the settlement of Assymans m Irag,
Funds were provided, and an expert, Major
Thomian, was engaged 1o carry out the seitle-
ment,  Mar Shimum, the Assyrinn Potriorch, it
in declared, refused 1o cooperate with Major
Thomsod, and o certain Yaky formed an armed
bard: to intimidate those Assyrinns whioy  ox-
pressed  Tendiness (0 cooperate.  The  Trugi
Gioviernttient wis ohliged 1o send a military foree
to meei this ihreat, and on June 26 last Yok
submilied, with his band, and on giving assure
ances of pood belmyvious they were pardoned,
At a senies of mectings of the Assyrian lesders,
held at Mosul in July, the policy of the Govern-
ment in giving effect to the resolution of 1he
League Council was explained, and almosl unani-
moudly approved. Nevertheless an anmed bond
under Yaku crowsed ‘into Syrian territory, with-
out permission of the Government, as o profest
against the policy.

The relegraem proceeds to state thal on July 13
and 24 and an August 5 letters were addresied 1o
the Fronch Legathon in Baghdad reguesting that
the band should be dishrmed and removed from

the frontler s accordance with the provisional |

agreement in force between the two Govern-
ments since 1927, Though no mﬂly hod been
received from the French Legation the Tragi
Government  wis  confident  that the Sytian
Government had token ull pecestary steps 1o
prevent the tribesmen from making Syria o basc
for hostile incurijons imto Irmg. On August 2
the Iragl political officer artached o the malifary
forces, ot o meeling at Khanik with French
represeniatives, wis  asiuted that the amed
members of the hand rermaining in the territory
fust trmnslerred from Tead (o Syrin wonld be dis-
wrmed on August 3 if the frage Foreign Minisier
would go 1 Syria 1o discuss the arcingements to

made for the execution of the provisional
agreement  and  other maiters  regirding  the
eTmigranin,

O August 4 part ol the Assyiians ofleved
subimission, which was  sccepted, but  aftes
erosxing the river nitacked detachments sem o
tike over Iheir arms.  On August 5 another
lerge force cromsed the river and attacked the
camp of the fragl forcen. On the cvening of
the same day the mondaiory . mhorities had
returhed SO0 rifles to those members of the
Yaku band who had been disarmed,

® The lragl Government (he statement con:
cludes) has been obliged to recond the most
¥igores protest pgningd the (ilure of the manda-
tary. puthorities i Syrin 10 execute the provis
sions of (he provivional sgreement, and in parti-
culiar against the rearming of ibe rebels after they
haid been lodged and fed Tor two weeks by the
mandatory nuthoritics—an scthon  that  would
only be justified on the hanis that the rebels had
been repdered harmiless—and also agwinst the
Fueilities that have clearly been acoorded Lo them
for making Svrian terrivory o base Tor thelr ihear-
shome amad atincks on Irag froops.

" The Iragi Government  hay  fnfommed  the
Chargd d*Adfaites that [t holds the mondatory
puwer [n Sysin responsible for all moml and
material losses which have oocurred or miay occur
as n resul) of thewe cecdings,"”

The felegrimy & signed by the Minister for
Fuorclgn it

FRENCH DISCLAIMER OF
RESPONSIBILITY

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
PARIS, Aug, 10

| the League of Nations against the alleged
| fuilure of the Fronch authorities in
Syrin te carry out their mandatory
responsibilities  alter  the  attack  on
Irngi forces by armed Assyrians who had
coume peross the Svrian border i welcomed
here as providing an opportunity (o dis-
prove this charge and the still more serious
one of * aggression.”

It 8 claimed here that the trouble was larpely
cansid by the complexity of local conditions and
the unwillingness of the Tragi Government to
make iy domestic difficulties folly known 1o the
Syvian and Frénch authoriges, whio were heore-

fore unuware of the seriousness of the problem.
When, therefore, the first  detachment ol
Assyrinns made their way across the horder inio
Syrin, which »w only puarded by a few widely
separibed posts, they were allowed 1o femain ad
the border authorites had no jdes that the
Assyrians were in rebellion.  More of them
followed, whereupon the, Franco-Syrinn puthori-
thes s @ mesnsure of preciution fook over thesr
armes ol stored them,  Adfier o time some of the
Assyrimng eapressed o desire (0 return (o Trag,
which appeared natural enongh, as they had Jeft
thewr, wives and families belund  them, bringing
only their Mocks, and, as they gove no edication
of mmy warlike mientions,  thelr arms  were
restored to them amd they el Immedbitely the
Franco-5yrinn autharitics learned of the attacks
on thi Iyl army they gave the sirictost
for the complete disarming ol those wha had
romumined and of all new arrivali

In comelusion, the Fronch outhorities state thai
| in their opinion there lins been po infringement of
the 1927 ngreement and add that they have
shwis been perfectly ready o cooperite with
the trugi Government, bui that the ewsence of
cooperation s mutunl understanding and  the
avoudance of reticence in motters of mportance,

The protest of the Irngl Government o

“The Tt !
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The Assyrian Troubles

A series of -errors, which began at Geneva
in 1935, has led o a sanguinary collision
between the lragi forces and a section of the |
Christian Assyrian minority and to % dispute
between the Kingdom of Irag and the French
Governtnent in its capacity of mandatory for
Syria. The unhappy story of the Assyrinns
began in the War when they rebelled with
Russian instigation against their Turkish over-
lords. When the Russian front collapsed in 1917
the Assyrians were driven into Persia, whence
about 70,000 of them escaped with British aid
into Irag. There many of them joined the Irnql
levies which were raised and paid by the British
Government. They were good soldiers, their
Hritish officers spoke well of them, and for len
years they rendered valuable sarvices 1o the
Arub State. But they were strangers lo the
country : they found its climate trying; their
lovalty to the British and their support of the
British mandate made (hem unpopular with
sections of the Arubs and Kurds, The League
Council's decision of December 16, 1925, to
leave Southern Hakkiari outside the northern
borders of Iraq deprived the Assyrians of their
mountain home, and these sturdy people found
themsslves in the difficult position of refugees
in an unfamiliar and nope 0o friendly country
where most of the mountain valleys suitable for
their settlement were already occupied by
Kurds. Even so, some found homes with Iragi
aid, but the ambitions or the extreme con-
servatism of their PatriarcH and other causes
have prevenied a section of the community
from settling down contentedly as citizens of the
Arnb kingdom.

The sgitation [or the recognition by the
League of Nations of the special rights of the
Assyrians and other Iragi minorities found

many distinguished supporters in this and other |

countries when the independence of Irag dnd
its inclusion in the League were first formally
proposed by the British Government.  But it
had the unhappy result of encouraging Mar
Suniune, the Assyrinn Patriarch, to press for

| concessions, stch as the formation of un auto-

nomous all-Assyrian enclove, which the Iraqi
Government refused to grant, and its sup-
porters sometimes forgot that modern Oriental
Governments have no sympathy with particu-
jarism, however picturesque, and that Assyrian
heads might be turned by European solicitude.
That the Assvrians, like other minorities In
Iraq, should have demanded guaraniees of
impartial justice and religious liberty wus
nntaral enough. Equally naturnl wuas their
alarm when they discovered thit the Anglo-Iragi
Treaty of 1930, which provided inter alia for
the abandonment of the British mandale over

the Arub kingdom ss soon as it had been |
admitted to membership of the League, con- |

tuined no mention of the minorities, an omission
on the part of the Labour Government which
incurred mot a little criticism in this country.

Hut there has been no cvidence whatever of any
religious intolerance on the part of the Iragi
Government. 1f some of its officials have been
fuilures, the Assyrinns have not been the only
sufferers from their incompetence; and the
stringent  guaraniees for the protection of
minarities which were adopted by the Council
of the League and accepted and ratified by
Kma Frisa's Government last yeur should
have satisfied even MAR SHIMUN,

They satisfied part of his flock, but the
Parmiarcst and severnl chiefs remuined obsti-
nately hostile and attempted to thwart the sofile-
ment of landless Assyrians out of Iraqi funds
under the direction of a British administrator, On
the other hand it Is doubtful whether the Arab
Government was well advised in detaining the
obstintite PaTrisrcH at Baghdad, where he had
heen invited, and was unavailingly urged to sign
a declaration of loyalty to the Governmenl and
1o cease his obstructive poliey. , His detention
in the comfortable quarters of the Y.M.C.A. had
the unforiunate effect of exciting his hot-
headed followers to acts of rebellion. They
crossed into French Syrin: the failure or the
inability of theFrench authorities to disarm them
completely enabled some of them 1o recross the
Tigris into Irug, where they suffered and in-
flicted many casualties in an encounter with the
Arab Army. The latest news from Baghdad
reports their sorrender; but, while the Iragi
Government s mnaturally incensed at their
hehaviour, it is to be hoped that it will not allow |
its indignution to influence ils hithérto friendly |

attitude towards the loyal majority of ﬂm!

Assyrinn community. Of the chuarges ngninst |

the French sutharities in Syria which it has laid
hefore the League, it need only be said at present
that the French side has not vet been heard.
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THE ASSYRIAN
| TROUBLE

SHARP FIGHTING

IRAQI CLATM AGAINST
THE FRENCH

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

BAGHDAD, Auva. 8

An official stwtement admits thal the
Iragi Army lost 20 killed, including three
officers, and 45 wounded in the fighting
against the Assyrinns, who left 95 dead
atter the encounters on August 4 and' §,
and claims thut Yaku, the rebel chiel, was
among the wounded. It adds that some
of the Assyrians are still in Syria, and that
the rest of Yaku's band have dispersed in
small groups,

1o view of the trouble to which ths
affuir has given rise it may be as well to
explain how il began. Aller the Council
of the League of MNations had adopted a
resolution affecting the Assyrian com-
munity in Irag and providing for the
settlement of landless g::i“ﬂium th:
Iragi Government enga an expert,
Major Thomson, and provided funds for
this purpose.

Mar Shimun, the religious and political
head of the Assyrinn community, declined
Mujor Thomson™s invitation o cooperate

[with him, anid some of his followers,
notably Yaku, formed an armed band to
hinder progress. The Government sent a
military force, and Yoku und his band sub-
mitied and were pardoned.  All the fec-
tionsl leaders of the Assvrinns were then
invited in July to Mosul, where the reso-
lution of the Council of the League und
|lhc palicy of the Irugl Government in
giving effect 1o it were explained.

Most of these leaders ncoepted that
policy, but on July 21 & band of about
1000 armed Assyrinns, led by Yaku,
crossed into Syrinn termitory as a protest

nst the policy which had been ex-
to them. Representations were
immediately made to the French authori-
ties asking that these tribesmen should be
disarmed nnd removed from the frontier
in accordunce with the Provisional Agree-
ment of 1927 which had been confirmed
by & fresh agreement belween the Syrian
and Tragi Governments, signed in Geneva
on November 3, 1932, pending negotin-
tions for the pesceful solution of the
difficulry.
[ At the same time the Iragi Government
announced: that any of the recalcitranis
| who wished 10 return 1 Irag would be
tallnmm.! to do so after having surrendered
their arms. The French sent n Lnrgc force
to overawe the Assyrians and disarmed
most of them.

On Auogust 2 the Political Officer
attached to the miilitary Forces on the
Iregi side of the frontier conferred at
Khanig with French represeniatives, who
gre suid 1o have assured him that the
armed members of the band remaining
in the territory which has just been trans-
ferred from lmg to Syria would be dis-

wrmed,
[ Mext day the gl Government, confi-
. dent that the French had taken all neces-

sary steps to prevent the Assyrians from
making Syrien torritory n base for raids,
decided 1o xend Genernl MNuri Pasha,
the Forelgn Minister, to Syria to discpss
|with the mandatory authorities the
arrangements for the execution of the
Provisional Agreement regurding Yuku's
Assyrians.

On the evening of August 4 somi of
| these Assyrians applied to the ltagi com-
mander for permission (o surrender their
srms and submit.  This was granted ; but
after having crossed the Tigeis, which here
forms the boundary, near Feishkhabur,
they aitacked the detachment sent to lake
! over their arms. On the moming of
Anguat 5 a larger force. which had also
crossed the Tigris, attacked the camp of
the Iragi Army. That evening the Irngi
Giovernment was inlformed indirectly that
the Franco-Svrian authorities had re-
turned 500 rifles to some of Yuaku's
Assyrians, whom they had disarmed.

The Iragi authorities claim thiat this
action of the Franco-Syrian frontier
authorities corresponds with the defini-
tion of " aggression " recently adopted by
severnl States. They feel thut the lragi
Ciovernment in the determination 1o pre-
vent any incident which might be mis-
understood in Europe has shown great
restraint in dealing with the Assyrians.
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