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Director’s Foreword

Tell Our Stories: Artifacts from the Assyrian Genocide - represents a unique opportunity to examine personal
narratives and historical artifacts that explore the Assyrian Genocide era - roughly 1895 through 1924 in the
Ottoman Empire and Persia. As time goes on we must not forget the countless people that have been claimed
by genocide. In many cases, entire families have been erased from the face of the earth.This exhibit gives us the

opportunity to remember the victims and ensure that they will not be forgotten.

Stanislaus State is fortunate to have exceptional faculty and departments that further the study of historical
events. Understanding the successes and failures of the past help guide, and hopefully improve, our future. Our
exhibitions generate meaningful discussions and lifelong learning and also support the faculty’s ability to provide

more meaningful education to our students.

It is an honor to be able to exhibit these artifacts for others to experience. | would like to thank the many
colleagues that have been instrumental in presenting this exhibition. Kathy Sayad Zatari, Ruth Kambar, Hannibal
Travis, and Erin Hughes for the curation of the exhibition, with the support of Nora Lacey of the Assyrian Arts
Institute, Brad Peatross of the School of the Arts, California State University, Stanislaus for the catalog design
and Parks Printing for the printing this catalog. This project was made possible with support from California
Humanities, a non-profit partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities. Our gratitude is also extended
to the Instructionally Related Activates Program of California State University, Stanislaus, as well as anonymous

donors for the funding of the exhibition and catalogue. Their support is greatly appreciated.
Dean De Cocker,

Gallery Director

California State University, Stanislaus



Paul Batou, Diaspora 1915

This project was made possible with support from California Humanities, a non-profit partner of the

National Endowment for the Humanities. Visit calhum.org.

Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this exhibition and catalog do not necessarily

represent those of California Humanities or the National Endowment for the Humanities.

This project is also made possible with the support of California State University Stanislaus and the

Sarguis Modern Assyrian Heritage Project, the Assyrian Arts Institute, and the Assyrian Studies Association.

Our sincerest appreciation to those who shared family stories, photographs, cherished memorabilia, and other

items that helped make this exhibition possible and help to further document this crucial history.
@ Stanislaus State
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Association ‘
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Tell Our Stories:
Artifacts from the Assyrian Genocide

In conceiving this exhibition, Tell Our Stories: Artifacts from the Assyrian Genocide, our aim was to use personal
narratives and historical artifacts to explore the Assyrian Genocide era - roughly 1895 through 1924 in the
Ottoman Empire and Persia - and the subsequent experience of resettlement in the US. Our hope was that it
could provide members of the Assyrian diaspora the ability to participate in its creation through sharing personal

histories and artifacts, and that this might help to build a collective narrative of genocide and survival.

The Assyrian Genocide is one of the lesser-known chapters of genocide. An estimated 250,000 Assyrians were
killed in what is now Turkey and northwest Iran by Ottoman Turks and allied Kurds.' The aftermath of any
genocide is of course traumatic, and in addition to the loss of family and community, these horrors permanently
forced survivors from their homes, tens of thousands of whom were never able to return. For Assyrians
everywhere, the imprint of the Assyrian genocide has been devastating. It has informed many of the cultural and

political experiences in the Assyrian community for more than a century.

Those who remained in the Middle East have continued to suffer to the present day. Several thousand Assyrians
perished in a wave of ethnic cleansing in Iraqg in 1933.Throughout the latter half of the 20th century, Assyrians
endured and often fled state repression, persecution, and violence. Less than a decade ago, Assyrians were

once again subject to ethnic cleansing in Irag and Syria by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). The WWI-
era genocide can, and should, be seen in the larger historical context of the ethnic cleansing of an indigenous

population in the Middle East.

Today, more than 400,000 Assyrians live in the U.S., almost one-fourth of whom are settled throughout California.
The Assyrian community has deep roots in the Turlock area in particular as the first farming settlement of
Assyrians in the U.S., established by a group of families from northwest Iran in the early 20th century.? After
WW], California also became home to Assyrian genocide survivors and refugees. Other Assyrian communities are

found in Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, New York, New Jersey, and elsewhere.

The oral histories of these dispersed families are central to this exhibition. The exhibition tells the stories of the
survivors whose photos we see — survivors who lost countless family members to the genocide, who endured
unspeakable hardship, and who built a future for their families. WWe hope this showcase will acquaint the larger
Stanislaus community with these experiences and further an understanding of this important part of our

region’s heritage.

Kathy Sayad Zatari
Ruth Kambar
Hannibal Travis

Erin Hughes

| Hannibal Travis (2006) “Native Christians Massacred: The Ottoman Genocide of the Assyrians during World War |, Genocide Studies and
Prevention, 1(3), http://www.aina.org/reports/togotadww | .pdf.

2 Arianne Ishaya (2010) Familiar Faces in Unfamiliar Places: Assyrians in the California Heartland 191 1-1920. Xlibris Corporation.



Before the
First World War (WWI)

Assyrians are amongst the indigenous people of the Middle East,
descending from one of the region’s earliest cultures, and for
millennia have been an ethnic, cultural, religious and linguistic
minority in the region. The indigenous Assyrian homeland spans
what was, prior to WWI, Persia and the Ottoman Empire - today,

the modern states of Iran, Iraqg, Syria, and Turkey.

Image: Assyrian women in Midyad, Turabdin
(southeast Turkey), beginning of the 1900s.

(Image courtesy of the Mesopotamian Library/Jan Bet-Sawoce)

Image: Assyrian teachers at the Fiske Seminary in Urmia, Persia,
circa 1900. (Shedd Family Archives, Presbyterian Historical Society)

Image: Assyrian family making butter; Mawana, Persia (northwest

Iran). (Library of Congress, undated)




Early Emigration

Assyrian migration between the Mldle East and North America began long before WWI. As one example, at the
age of 17, Isaac Adams journeyed almost 6,000 miles from Persia to America to study both medicine and ministry.
While he could have remained in America, he was determined to help his people and returned to Persia time
and again. However, because of increasing persecution, in 1903, Dr. Adams brought a group of Assyrian families to
start a new life in Canada. While California was his first choice because of its similar climate, sufficient land was
not affordable at the time, and thus the decision was made to settle in Canada where land was more

readily available.

Image: Isaac Adams, his wife Sarah, and son John in North Battleford, Canada.

The family dressed in traditional clothing while lecturing to raise funds to bring Assyrians to North America.
Image: Isaac, Sarah, and John Adams in North Battleford, Canada.

(Images courtesy of the Isaac Adams/ Bennett/ Peterson Family Photos)
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Genocide

In 1914, the Ottoman Empire entered the First World War
alongside Germany and Austria-Hungary. That same year,

the Ottoman Empire began a campaign of genocide against
Assyrians, as well as Armenians and Pontic Greeks. An
estimated 250,000 Assyrians were killed, and witnesses to the
genocide noted that an estimated half of the Assyrian nation
died during this period, the result of murder, disease, starvation,

and exposure.

Image: “Assyria Desolate,” Fresno Morning Republican, 3 May
[915.

This article notes an attack on Urmia while also demonstrating
how the fog of war can lead to not fully-accurate contexts, as

seen in the last paragraph.

Image: Assyrian refugees from Hakkari

An Assyrian mother and children, refugees from the Hakkari
region of Anatolia (Ottoman Empire), photographed in Urmia,
Persia, during the fall of 1915.

Image: The Treatment of Armenians

The infamous ‘Blue Book' (officially titled The Treatment of
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, 1 915-16: Documents
Presented to Viscount Grey of Fallodon, Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, By Viscount Bryce) was a report commissioned
by the British government in 1916 on the atrocities committed
against Armenians and Asssyrians by the Ottoman Empire.The
report presented extensive eyewitness testimonies, letters,
news reports, and other accounts documenting what would

later be called genocide.

Image: Testimony from Paul Shimmon

An early account of the genocide by Paul Shimmon that was
initially published in Arat in 1915. Excerpt from The Treatment
of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire (HMSO 1916).

Image: Urmia Schoolchildren
A class of Assyrian (Assyro-Chaldean) students with their
teacher in Urmia, Persia. The caption notes that fifteen of the

students were massacred, along with their parents, in 1918.

THE FRESNO MORNING REPUBLICAN, MONDAY, MAY 3, 1915

Assyria Desolate

TIFLIS, Trans-Caucasia, Saturday,
March 27.—(Correspondence of the
Associated Press)—Many thousands
of Assyrian inhabitants of the coun-
try west of Lake Noumiah have had Lo
flee before the coming of the raiding
Kurds, Some 45,000 or 650,000 of these
people a few months ago occupied the
Smiling Gardens on the lake shorves.
Now 12,000 are refugees in IRussia and
gome 15,000 or 17,000 took refuge un-
der the protection of Dr, Harry P.
Packard of the American Presbyterian
Mission at Urumiah. His successful
efforts in their behalf already have
been told by cable, His name will
survive in Assyrian traditions.

The members of the central com-
mittee of the Assyrian or Chaldean
Christians are awaiting only one
thing, the return of the Russians, to
endeavor tgp reconstruct into a safe
community this remnant of ancient
empire of Nineveh., The committee-
men fleq with their families. They
can only hope today that some of their
relatives will be returned to them
from Kurdigsh enslavement, Those
who did not escape or were made
slaves, perished.

The committeemen speak English
fluently and were at one time pros-
perous merchants, This was before
their little tribe was gripped by the
cogs of the great war.

The Assyrians took sides with the
Russians in the war, while the Mo-
hammedans turned to the Turks and
Germany, Organized and drilled by
Russian officers, the Assyrians rend-
ered valuable services by fortifying

some of their villages and guarding
the caravan roads to Urumiah.




Vet

MECELLAN B S XNan, 3] (i,

THE

TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS

in the Ottaman Empire
1915186
Dcuments presented to
VISCOUNT GREY oF FALLODOXN
Apcreary of Srade for Foreign Afairs
#y Viecourl Hrree
With & preface by

VISCOUNT BRYCE

FRINTID UNDR THE SUTHOSTEY OF IS BAJERTYY
STATIGHERY OFFICE
By AN REFH CAUNION ssh SONL, Leamaw, §, Esswesr, EC
[SR—p——— e say Mo bve
WUAN Lo PO Lemae, B e, FATTUR Bao, L,

mprE
L mmulr T und.:;‘ s BT o, 4]
o e Haml fmoricn -n....:...a.n.-n -
T. FISNEE UNKWIN, Lim
1k
Pose T i imgn

About two-thirds of tha people who stayed behind at Urmi
had the crusllest of fates. No sooner had the Rusian forces
withdrawn than the roads were guarded, and no one was
mﬂlmmma in or go out of Urmi for over four months.

ured in from every quarter, and the Porsian Moalems
joined hl.nrwith them. They engulfed the Christian will
plunder, pillage, massacre and raps were the order of the day.
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on in varyi hhn 70 odd willages in Urmi.  About
one thousan p-npb of in this way. In the mean-
time all that were able escaped to the city to the American mission
quarters, whose premises were soon filled to suffooation, and alto-
gether sorme 20,000 people or more found shelter in the American
snd French mission quarters, while some hid themselves among
Moalom friends and landlords. These refugess, in their fight,
wers repeatedly robbed on the way by soldiers and officers sent for
their protection, and by civilians as well. Many s woman came
terror-stricken, shrieking, and bleeding, and almost naked ;
and many were forced to become Moslems. Some 150 cases or
more of these unfortunate women came under the notics of the
American missionaries, who tried to restore them to their own
folk. One woman had two sons, four and six years of age, who
wers thrown into & brook to freeze, whils the brate of a mullah
set to work to foroe their mother. She at last escaped and took
away the children alive, but they died of exposure the next
morming,
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Mar Benyamin Shimun XXI

Mar Benyamin Shimun XXI| was the | 1 7th Patriarch of
the Church of the East, serving as both a spiritual and
temporal head of the Assyrian nation. He also served as
a leader of the Assyrian armies during the First World
War as Assyrians fought against Ottoman and Kurdish
onslaught. He was murdered during treaty negotiations
with a Kurdish chieftain in 1918.

Image: Mar Benyamin Shimun XXI| (photograph
estimated to be taken between 1915 to 1918)
(Library of Congress)

Image: Shemasha (Deacon) Ishai d'Mar Shimun (father
of Mar Benyamin Shimun), seated with attendants, likely

sometime between 1890-1895. (Library of Congress)

Image: Obituary for Mar Benyamin Shimun XXI
published in the New York Times, |5 April 1918.
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them died from eold and hinger,
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Baquba Refugee Camp

Thousands fled Anatolia and Urmia for refuge in southern
Irag, which was by then under British control. A camp was
set up in Baquba, near Baghdad, to provide shelter and
humanitarian aid to up to 40,000 Assyrian and Armenian

refugees and survivors.

Image: Article from the Washington, DC, Evening Star, ‘Bagdad
Refugee Camp Gives Succor to 34,000, describes the
opening of the Baquba refugee camp near Baghdad, Iraqg, in
October 1918.

Image: Map showing the mountainous trek made by Assyrians
fleeing violence in Anatolia and Urmia to arrive in the Baquba
refugee camp. (Image from Norman Solhkhah, & Sam Darmo
Assyrians and Armenians in the Ba"Quba Refugee Camp,
published by Dr. Edison Ishaya & AUA Foundation)

Image: Assyrian refugees who fled North Persia were
photographed waiting beside a railroad in a Mesopotamian
desert for a train to transport them to refuge. (Photograph

by Underwood & Underwood, N.Y, Library of Congress)
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BAGDAD REFUGEE CAMP
GIVES SUCCOR TO 34,000

Eelief for Armenians and Byrians
Is Reported to Ameri-
can Committee.

NEW YORK, October 19.—Comple-

tion of a great refugee camp neaf
Bagdad in which are assembled 24,008
Syrians and Armenians, with 10,000
others on the way from scattered
points in Aslatic Turkey, was reported
to the American committee for Syrian
and Armenian relief in a cablegram
received today from Harry Pratt Jud-
son, of Chicago, head of the relief
commission which arrived recently at
Hamadan in Persia.
w The n ia perating with
the British authorities, according to
Mr. Judson, who anncunced his de-
parture for Teheran on a relief ex-
pedition.

Another cable message from Boghos
Mudar FPashe, president of the Are
menian National Union. announced
that Armenian troops are being res
organized with British forces 1o at=

tempt the rescue of Armenians who
are still holding out against the
Turks in the Causas,




Arsanis Family

Image: 1904 Church in Urmia

Deacon Eshu Serghis Arsanis (the priest to the right) and Sophia Perokian
Arsanis are pictured with members of the Syru Chaldean Catholic Church
built in 1904 in Supurghan, Urmia, Persia. The family states this is the only

known photograph taken before the massacres of 1915 and 1918.

Image: Assyrians of San Francisco

Assyrians of San Francisco in 1915, including members of the Arsanis family.

Image: “'Refugees Tell of Turk Drive”

News article from the San Francisco Examiner on 28 August 1920, which

details the rescue of several children who were later brought to San

Francisco and Turlock to be reunited with family members.

(Photographs courtesy of Michael Arsanis)

| day aboard the Toyo Kisen Kaisha

‘| by allled ald and were brought to this
'|eountry by the Y, M. €, A, They will

| | eountry,

'|were taken from their homes in the

. | harems,

+ \more than 40,000 along the line, kill-

|party. Their fathers live near Tur-
‘{lock and the boys are the lone sur-

AEFUGEES TELL |
0F TURK DAIVE

Bringing a graphlc story of the
wholesale massacre of their peeple at |
the hands of the Turks following the
withdrawal of the Russian troops
from Mesopotamia, several Assyrian
refugees, including women, young
girls and hoys, arrived here yestor-

liner Biberia Maru,
They were rescusd from the Turks

be sent to homes of relatives In this

According to the story told by the
refugees more than 400 young women

town of Urumiah, the main scene of
the massacre, to be placed in Turkisb

While the Turks were butchering

ing aged men, and women who fell
behind, and hurling bombe into the
rear ranks, more than 100,000 men,
women and children at once hegan A
hasty retreat from the scene of the
massacre,

The rellef expedition which ea-
corted the refugees to this country,
was organized by the Rev, L. I
Nweeya of the Mizpah Presbyterian
Church of this city, who went to the
reseue of his four daughters who were
left motherleas in Bagdad. The girls
with their mother were among the
100,000 who attempted to flee the
wrath of the Turks, but the mother
died from starvation and exposure
while trying to escape.

Nweeya brought back his four
children ranging from § to 16 years.
Among others in the party of refu- |
gees were Jodht Arsania, 13, and her
7 year old sister, Jerrossa, children of
Eshu Serghis Arsania, an employee of
the California State Immigration and
Housing Commission,

The mother is dead and the young-
er girl was born after her father had
come to America. He had never seen
her until today. Louise Lazar, IS,L
and Joseph [eaacs, 16, were in the

vivors of their families, the other
members of the family baving per-
ished in the massacre of Mesopo-
tamia.




Orphaned by Genocide

The genocide left thousands of children orphaned. (Images courtesy of the Assyrian Studies
Orphanages were established, often with the support Association Archive)
of the diaspora. In 1920, an urgent plea was sent

to the Assyrians of New Jersey and New York by

The Orphanage and School af Bayrauth, Lobanon

Paul Jean, who had been a Colonel in the French
Army during WWI, that immediate financial help was
needed to provide 35 Assyrian orphans in Adana
(then under French Mandate) with food, shelter

and clothing. A group of patriotic Assyrian women
formed an association called the Assyrian National
Relief to aid these orphans and others in need.
However, within a few years, the League of Nations
returned Adana to Turkey and, in 1923, the children
of the Orphanage were moved to Beyrouth (Beirut),

Lebanon, for greater safety.

Image: The Assyrian National Orphanage after

relocating to Beirut, Lebanon.

Image: Teachers and Orphans at the Orphanage in

Beirut, Lebanon.The image is from a memorial dinner _ _ : )
booklet hosted by the Assyrian National School B b e A ) 2
Association in 1937.

TEACHERS AND ORPHANS



Schoolchildren after the Genocide

Image: Assyrians in 1925 Mosul
Assyrian schoolchildren in post-war Mosul in 1925.The school was established by Yosip Qelaita in 1921.

(Image belonging to Shemasha Yosip Zia from the Assyrian International News Agency/AINA)




Qasim Khalil Khamo

Pictured here are identity documents for Qasim Khalil
Khamo from 1932 provided by his granddaughter,
Shahen Kasem. Mr. Khamo fled Turkey sometime during
the genocide and arrived in Irag, where his family lost

track of him. Like tens of thousands of Assyrians who

lost track of family members from the genocide, his
family would still like to know what became of him or

the rest of his family.

(Images courtesy of Shahen Kasem)



Love after the War

Sometime in 1914, during WWI, a young Indian British
soldier headed to Iraqg from India to fight for the British
and Allied Forces. A year or two later; an Assyrian
teenage girl made her way to the Red Cross Refugee
camp in Baquba, Iraq. The soldier was also a member of
the YMCA, which held prayer meetings at the refugee
camp, where he saw this red-haired Assyrian girl and
knew he had to marry her.Their names were Edward
Benjamin Samuel and Susember Rasho, and they married
in 1922 at the Red Cross Camp.

Image: The couple on their wedding day.

Image: A copy of their marriage certificate from the

British Mandate of Mesopotamia.

(Images courtesy of Shabnam Samuel)




Pictured here are items belonging to Asmar, a young
Assyrian woman who fled the Urmia region during

the genocide. She was born in Persia in 1904, fled the
genocide in 1915, and received identity papers from
the Persian Consualte in Marseille, France, in 1927,

She wore the earrings pictured here as she fled, and is
shown wearing them again on her wedding day. She and
her husband married in Cuba in 1929 while waiting for
immgration restrictions to lift so they could settle in the
United States.

Image: Identity Certificate

Image: Earrings

Image: Marriage Certificate and Wedding Ring

Image: Wedding Photo

(Images courtesy of Anonymous Lender)
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Assyrian Levies in Iraq

After WWI, the League of Nations placed Irag under
British Mandate. The British created the Assyrian Levy
Battalion to serve as a professional military force within
Irag. The Levies provided vital assistance in protecting
the Habbaniya Royal Air Force Base during WWII, and

some members fought in Europe in support of the
Allied effort.

Pictured are items belonging to Werda Jajju, a genocide
survivor who arrived at the Baquba refugee camp and

later served in the Levies from 1922 until 1928.

Image: Mr. Jajju’s military medallion
Image: Discharge certificate

Image: Mr. Jajju’s Levy unit

(Images courtesy of Ramona Jajoo)
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Local News Coverage

of 1933 Simele Massacres

Assyrians in Iraq again experienced a rash of violence in 1933, when the newly-independent Iraqi state carried
out massacres against Assyrians in northern Irag. Roughly 3,000 Assyrians were killed and over 60 Assyrian
villages looted and destroyed in what became known as the Simele Massacres. This article from the Fresno Bee

demonstrates that news of these atrocities reached as far as California.

Image: Cover of the Fresno Bee, |8 August 1933
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Lady Surma

Lady Surma D'Bait Mar Shimun emerged as a leader and caretaker of the Assyrian nation during one of its most
difficult periods in modernity. Her two brothers died during their successive roles as Patriarchs of the Church of
the East: Mar Benyamin Shimun XXI was killed in 1918, and Mar Paulos Shimun XX died of illness two years later
in Baquba. Her nephew Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII was only twelve years old when he was installed as Patriarch, and

Lady Surma served as an ambassador of Assyrian interests as he prepared for his role.

In the aftermath of WWI and the remaking of state borders, there was an expectation amongst many Assyrians
that the British would provide Assyrians some measure of autonomy. Newspapers eagerly profiled the woman
who was to become the leader of an independent Assyria. However, Assyrian self-rule never materialized and

Lady Surma, Mar Eshai Shimun, and their family were ultimately forced to leave Iraqg, resettling in the U.S. She is

buried in Turlock, California.

Image: Surma D’Bait Mar Shimun (Library of Congress)

Image: “Lady Surma On Visit To Aid Countrymen,” New York Times, |7 March 1926

Image: “Lady Surma is Likely to be President..,” Sunday Oregonian, Oregon, 21 August 1921
Image: “Woman First President of Assyria,” Springfield Leader and Press, Missouri, 7 August 92|

Image: “Assyrian Regent to Speak at High School in Turlock”, Modesto News Herald, California, 6 June 1926

LADY SURMA ON VISIT
TO AID COUNTRYMEN

Princess Regent of the Assyrian
Nation Arrives Today en
the Aguitania.

Lady Sirma Mar Chimun, Frincess
Hegent of the anclent Assyrian na-
tiom, sister of tho lote Mar Shiman,
whoe was slain by the Kusds, and aunt
of tha present boy Patrlarch, s among
the passengers of the Cunord liner
Southampton ond Cherbourg. Lady
surm recently pleaded the cause of

her peoplo 'b-el'm the Councll of the

dus o her recent victt Lo Gomeva

that the final mbm 'ﬂl'i‘ﬂ':mm
Eardi the boundary beiween oy
amd 'I':: Hesvislt here ia in the in-
terests the A.nT"H.I'I and Iu.q. Chris-
Lian Relief Committes. which ia work-
ing to repatrists the Asgyrians in that

rt of their maountainons homeland
ceded to them when the new boundary
was Tl

The Ammerican committes apanAEingE
the visit of Tady Surma is headed b
the RHev. Dr. 5 Parkea Cadman. o
iscludes the Right Rev. J. DeWaolfe
P and the Revs. Arthur J, Brown,
W, ., Embardt and William L. Charm-
herlain, Tir. John H. Finley. Dr. Albort
Shaw and Eamuel 5. Tlauston.




WOMAN FIRST PRESI-
. DENT OF ASSYRIA

(Continued from Dage' Nine)

‘rius might have composed in praise
of & subtly defined trinity—but one
far more In the mood of this day.
“The land of Assyria” he re-
lated, “is\ Vastly rvich In buried
wealth, not alone In the grand ruins
of Ninevah and Habylon, but also
ITLmL iron and other minerals, and
o
! “German enthusiasm for the wub-
terranecan riches of upper Moesopo-
tamian was a large factor in the
causation of the world war, and
you will rememhber the recent
American note to Great Britaln over
:’ho upper Mesopotamian oll quu-l
on. .
“We will build on the foundation
of modern metallurgy and com-
merce, and the old empire that sent
its spearmen from the Persian
mountaing to the delta of the Nlle,
and the early chureh that sat up a
hierarghy across the width of cen-
tral Asia will re-establish ythem-
selves In unison with a structure
of modern industry.”

e e I A Lt B R B ]

'ASSYRIAN REGENT TO SPEAK f
| AT HIGH SCHOOL IN TURLOCK

TURLOCK, Jene b—Lady Burmsgwould beartily respond to ber causc,
| do Balt Mar Bklmun, regent of the | 55 mas alio recolved, by the King
Asyrian Natiow will speak at the | "9 Queen of Englaud, during ber

x |Fecent stay (nere, and emteriaimd
 Turlock  high scheol swditopium, | by royalty,

Monday svenimg at eight o'clock. Lady Surma will be met wpen ber
Lady Burma comes from the Mar | artival here Sunday, by Mayor Pler
| Ehimun family, which has beew the | son, representatives of the Ameri-
| redognized bead of (e AssyTian ha | can Leglon, Chamber of Commerce, |
thon for 1880 years, Hhe 18 now | Womie's Helief Corps, aBd a com: |
|the spiriteal and temporal raler of  mittee of her eounirymen  Bunday |
|a poople who were onee a power | evenlog she will be esteriained at &
in the East, and which through the | banquet at the home of Waller
ravages of war have beem reduced | Malick, on §1& sirei, by the Assy-
te a mera lalf million, and it is In | rlas people, 1
bebalf of these people that she I | Thursday, Jueo 3, Lady Surma|
| touring the world lw an elfort 10! gave an aedlence in Frosno, Friday
|ralse funds (o relleva the  suller- jand Saturday she will appear in Ban
imgs caused by famine and disease, | Frasclsco and on Monday night she
| Lady Swrma b8  covsidered the [ will bo |n Turlock. From here she
head of the First Nastorian church, | will go to Bacramenio, lhenee o
yand st present has a young brother | Porilasd, to Minneapolis abd ta New
|IFI|'I'|1H: In England ta carry on | York, whern she lg dun Juse 16
'rellglons work among (he Axsyrian | Fr wew York she salls for Eng
people, whes his educatbon I8 com- | bamd,
pleted,  Four olher brolhers gave |  The Assyrian people have worked
their lives to ibelr cousiry during | hard to bring ihis peerbess woman
|the World War. Lady Burma re | here, and the people of Turlock are
| eedved her edweatbon frons Eoglish | yery [oriusate in bavieg the oppor:
| tnfors, ot her own bome, Sho is an | tunity of bearieg am anthoritive ae
|t~|-.~q||ru.t and foreelul speaker, apd | count of conditbona in Uhe far Bast
s the only somas accepled at the | Therp will be no admission charge,
!|--.'.|n- couferemce amd (he League of | and ihe publie ia eordlally invited.
Nutlons, ubore she addresseid e | e, 1, Adsmg has charge of arcange
latler asscmblage for ons hour, sc- | ments asslsled by ihe  [ollowing:
feonding (o Usorge M, Lamsa, of Mr, and M, Pasl Shimieon, K.
New York, who is in Bas Francheo | shimmos, By, J. Eiifors, Rev, E
now, arcagging for hee vislh Wicee i aml Mrs, Mary [enjamin.
| Ui AprEil 3, Bast, slia was rocelved Hiskop Sanford of tha Eplscopal
by Preshlent Coolldge, who X | Dioccaso i3 expected (o ba here also
proesed terest in Ber milsslon amd | sel the Phllharmenle orchesirg will
blbnl that the Amerlean peaple irllllll-h muske,

o w1t

Lady Burma, the English-edu-
cated Mesopotamian, has been for-
mally declared president cf the As-
syrlan (distinguished from Syrian

under the
I

Ita furles. they

ship of theli Nentorian

Mar Simoon, declarevd for

Nen, wern attacked overwhs
B Lol fo. Fieht ¢ .

by meographical and TRCTRT TITERY
natlon- one of the new group of
pelf-zoverning countries ecome out
of the war.

The capital of the new nation Is
Mosul, near tha walla of old Nine-
vah, named after the imperial hus-
band of Semiramis It Is, of courss,
a Nritish protectorate. and the new
ruler will have competent guldes to
assint her In promoting the desti-
nies of her anclent race,

- r had been conquered by the I

hitter odyasey ! o
thelr co-religionists o i
There the Kurdish vl
them,
When the rise of

cup away what help
bheen giving them
warn compalled o m
battle mareh, now togd
their co-religiouista of L
10 Meropotamia. which b

appointmant toe the highest office
was made In & telogram to Joel E.
Werda, publisher of an Assyrian
newspaper in New York, and one
of the leadera of his counyrymen
In North America, It was signed
by the head of the Asayrian usso-
clation:

“L am officially Informed from
Washingrwon that Lady Surma has
been appolnted president of mod-
ern Assyria. Great Britain has al-
lotted us 80,000 square miles of
Mesopotamia, Including Mosul and
north  Armonin and Parslan fron-
tier. Inform boys this Is sssured
Will write In detall

“J. Y. KAMBAR,
“Assyrian National Association ™

Lady Burma can claim. her ad-
herents  belteve,— she —is Lhe -firat
woman to have the title of prosi-
dent of any country in recent hla-
tory. Her country people are Jubu-
Iant over the honor and the fact
that it brings with it a re-eatab-
lishment of Assyrian nationhood.
Mr, Werda was a leader of his pero-
ple at the peace confersnce.

Kept Christinn Church  Alive.

Lady Burma is the sister of a
Nestorian patriarch, Mar Simoon,
killed by the Kurds in Persia dur-
ing the war, who was the ruler of
the Asayrians and had thrown In
his Yot with the allies,

The elder bishop was succeaded
~dled, his place

by his brother, who
belng taken by the son of another
brother, a very young man.

Lady Burma, his aunt, became the
regent, and eventually, as an-
nounced yesterday, the president.
Bhe wana educated In England and
represented her peaple in London
during the war, .

In the remote days before the tri-
umph of lslam, the progeny of the
Assyrians and Babylonians of he-
role antiquity had accepted the doc-
trines of the Dishop Nestorfus, and
the Nestorian church had spread,
a great Christlan hierarchy, from
Asia Minor to the confines of China

It had fallen In ruins before the
empire of the Tartars, surviving
only In Isolated communities, nota-
bly among the Asayrians of Maso-
potamin. ‘Then these Nestorians

reserved their Christianity through

e evil millenlum and a quarter
that followed, much as ths Arme-
nians preserved theirs, save that
the Assyrians, by retiring into the
mountains for defense, kept a sem-
blanea of national freedom,

Communities of them, Ut eon-
turjes ago, evaded Turkish p re
by migrating Into Persia, but the
body of the le  maintained
themselves in the hills about the

Rl 4 st s 20l T
Werda, who s a graduate of
University of Pennsylvania, thil
the rebirth of Asayria, after ths
25 centuries since Cyrus the Persian,
had finally been won. We did not
know that another very different,

j, but also very ditficult, flght lay

| hofore um.

| eWo Assyrian Nestorians appealed
to the west with large hope, ‘%ﬂn
| tha Kurda In Persia Killed our Mar
| 8imoon (all the Nestorian patri-
archa take the name of Mar Bi-
moon, after a great bishop of the
ald daye) he wan succosded by hin
| hrother, n vnung man who moon
grew 111 and aled.

And nuw Lhe youthful son of a
brother of the two dead bishops
was made the new Mar Simoon. In
his minority the ruleralip devolved
on his tather and aunt, she the sis-

bishop, ~ Thus we come to Lady
Burma, a brilliant and herole woms-
an, who leads the Asayrians like a
Semiramls returned to the world,

“Americans may reoall London
dspatehos  In  the metropolitan
newapapers telling of the eolorful
{mpreasions wade In the British
eapital by the new memiramis Her
bonuty and her high culture ex-
clted admiration.

Minslopary Opposition.

“We mat reslatanca befors the
| allied council. We met respiance
from an unexpected quarfer —TFom
American . misslonary  interests,
Thelr molivea wera Interesting,

*“There Is a great misslonary es-
tablishinent in Peraln. centering at

Urmia. It has found ite enties
strength among  the Assyrians.
Without them the wmissions

never able o make much Impress
slon upon the Mosloms, find thelr
propp=anda In Persia In a state
of collapse.

“Put If an Assyrian nation were
astablished In the landa of old Ase
ayria (t would mean W unification
of the Assyrian race. It wou'l
meoan that Lhe Assyrians wha mi
grated to the Urmia district 300
years ngo would remain with us in
upper Mesopotamin hs part of the
nation,

*They opposed us with their in-
fluence among the allled govern-
ments. They iocited thelr followers
among us to demand Urmia from

raia, when Urmia s as Persian
an Ispahan. Thelr reasonings were
the more persuasive for ir
hol the Amerlcan relie A

Mr, Werda concluded with a can-
tiele of triumph—not such a can-

ticle ms ! might hav
nddreased to the ever-vielorlous

ter of the TFAlhar und the desd——



The Assyrian American
National Federation

The Assyrian diaspora in the US has long been active in organizing to assist Assyrians in both the US and the
Middle East. One example is the Assyrian National Federation, which formed as an emergency response to the
1933 Simele Massacres. Known later as the Assyrian American Federation and today as the Assyrian American

National Federation, the Federation works to bring together domestic Assyrian organizations throughout the U.S.

Image: Ronald (Izzy) Yonan, David Jacobs, Joseph Durna, Sam Aslan, and David Perley.
Pictured are four of the founders of the Assyrian National Federation in 1933 conferring over the creation of the

Federation Papers.

Image: 2014 Proclamation
This photo was taken at Yonkers City Hall, New York, on 10 September 2014, at the presentation of an adopted
resolution supporting Assyrian Christians and condemning the inhumane crimes perpetrated by ISIS against the

Assyrian community in Irag and Syria, including the executions of priests, women and children.

Image: Assyrian National Association Yonkers

Assyrian National Association Members, Yonkers (Image belonged to the late David Odishoo).

Image: “Yonkers Assyrians Protest”
News article from the Herald Statesman, Yonkers, New York, |9 August 1933, describing a session held by the

Assyrian National Association to protest the massacres against Assyrians in northern Irag.

Image: Assyrian American Federation Advocacy Letter
This letter to the Iranian Parliament advocates for Assyrians originally from Iran to be able to return to

visit their homes.

Image: Assyrian American Federation Affiliated Organizations
A listing of organizations across the U.S. affiliated with the AAF.

(Images courtesy of the Assyrian Studies Association and Ruth Kambar)
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oyl o satioms Sisroughont nlbed States, do Beroby
roqeest £ha Iren gevwesussst bo permit us bo Focalve wisas in ouder
;:...-_ Tranlan-borm Assyrhins may be ablo to wielt choe plaora of thels
TEL_

Sincs World ar I, a ez of ana bava settled In che
thw Ualtod Staces. 'rk:; Pasoma Gleisend, o
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;\-F#u is =8 great an amy other minority group In theas Unived
Eatms.

Bowr, many of chese Assyrlens have accwmloted mmewgh wealth, and
B e daaire ty visit their place of bizch sed their relativea,
soms of wvhom are living In Iran.
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the woat goud,ssl balp to cessnt closer relatioes with thes pooples
ol Irana,
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Yunﬁn Assyrians
Protest Barbarism
Of Arabs And Kurds

iheir fellow counlrymen by Murds
and Araby In the vicinity of Mosul,
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Assyrian Christian Aid Society

Another diasporic organization that raised humanitarian
relief for Assyrians was the Assyrian Christian Aid
Society of Philadelphia. The organization joined with
others to form the aforementioned Assyrian National
Federation in response to the 1933 massacres.The
photographs here come from John (Aghajan) Baba’s
1937 film, now called Assyrians in Motion. Amongst the
men pictured are Joseph Durna, Alex Gabriel, VP of the
Assyrian Federation, and David Jacobs, Treasurer of the

Federation.

Image: “Assyrians Organize”
From the Philadelphia Inquirer, Pennsylvania,
2 January 1934

Image: “Help For Refugees”
From the Elk City News-Democrat, Oklahoma, 1918

Image: Alex Gabriel and Joseph Durna with friends
in 1937

Image: David Jacobs outside Assyrian Christian Aid
Society in 1937

(Images courtesy of Ruth Kambar and Annie Elias)

ASSYRIANS ORGANIZE

The Assyrian Christian Aid So.
clety of Philadelphia announced
yveterday that because of the killing
of Assyrians in Iraq, natives of As-
syria in the United States have or.
ganized the Assyrian National
Federation.

The purpose of the Federation is
to b a better understanding and
teach the principles of Americanism
in this country and to protest with
& united front against the killing
of Assyrians in Moslem countries,

The Philadelphia branch an-
nounces it is self-supporting and
does not ask outside contributions
and has no collectors.

| secuted by the barbarous Turks, sub-
ﬁt-ﬁn their cruelties, and are now

a a sk e a




Sargis Georges Yadgar (George Edgar)

Escaping Urmia during the Sayfo, enduring the Russian Revolution, and serving in WWII as an American soldier,
George Edgar (Sargis Georges Yadgar) found solace in playing the violin, a skill he learned from a Jewish Rabbi on
a ship to the United States. He played from 1955 until 1985 in the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and later the
Santa Barbara Symphony Orchestra. His grandson David A. Armstrong wrote Dragons & Violins: A Memoir of War

and Music, in which he tells his grandfather’s story.

Image:Young George Edgar with his violin

Image: George in his workshop with his violin

Image: Geoge playing in the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 1956
Image: George with his grandson David

Image: George’s visa from 1921

(Images courtesy of David A. Armstrong)

Remarks by official taking declaration.




Badal Elias’s Ledger

Badal Elias's ledger explains the origins of the family

in Persia and where they initially settled in the United
States. The pages also include poems about the family, a
letter from Binyamin Bar-Sargis of Gouytapa, and a note
from Eshai Bar Badal of Shamshajian, with entries dating
back to 1907. Eventually, the Elias family made its way

to California.

Image: Badal Elias outside of the Carter Memorial Pres-

byterian Church in Chicago.
Images: Pages from the ledger.

(Images courtesy of Annie Elias

and translated by Arianne Ishaya)
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Sermon of His Holiness

Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII

After being forced from Iraq following the 1933 Simele
Massacres, Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII, Catholicos Patriarch
of the Church of the East, ultimately settled in the United
States, continuing to lead the Church from Chicago and
California. The sermon pictured here was given in Turlock,
California, on 3 December 1967. It was preached on the
reception into the Church of the East of approximately
seventy Americans and the ordination of six men to serve
the same congregation. Printed at the Patriarch Press,

California.

(Image courtesy of the Assyrian Studies Association Archive)

Assyrian Progress

A 1937 New Year's message from Assyrian Progress, ABSYRIAN pROORESE
. . ) Jumamey 1, 1837 Himber £1..
published by the Assyrian American Benevolent R
Association in California. e 1
Anawer Lo | y Chardea 2. Tmrtlay SRR
A mESBARn- ==Fres, J.J. Durna Tade
I W
. . o o L} vLEr T
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The Shalitta Family

This 1928 photo was gifted to Nicholas Benjamin from his cousin Joseph “José” Shalitta, who performed with
Janett Hackett, his vaudeville partner, for President Hoover and played in New York night clubs and at the
Orpheum in Los Angeles. José also taught tangoes and ballroom dances at Roy Randolph studios in Santa Monica,
California. His sister, Victoria Shalitta, was crowned Miss Assyria in 1921.The family lost one brother, Simon
Shalitta, in WWI.

Image: Joseph Shalitta and Janette Hackett,Vaudeville Dancers

Image:Victoria Shalitta, photographed in Philadelphia

(Images courtesy of Ruth Kambar)




Assyrians in Chicago

In 1937, John Baba filmed images of Assyrians at a park in Chicago for his film, later called Assyrians in Motion.
Baba filmed East Coast settlements in Yonkers, New Britain, Philadelphia, Worcester, and Chicago to promote

his business, the Assyrian Press. He operated the Assyrian Press from his basement space in Chicago, editing and
publishing a monthly magazine Ktawuna (Assyrian Chronicle), in Assyrian, from 1932-1937. His studio was next to
the Carter Memorial Assyrian-Persian Presbyterian Church, with the Carter Memorial Assyrian Church'’s Sunday
School classroom upstairs from his studio. Baba sponsored the Assyrian Press baseball team, which can be seen

playing in the film footage at Chicago'’s Lincoln Park.
Image: Jesse Elias, George Georges, Mary Jacobs
Image: Assyrian Press Baseball Team sponsored by John Baba

Image: Musicians in the Park

Image: Isha Abraham and Qasha

(Images courtesy of Ruth Kambar and Annie Elias)
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Margaret Yonan’s Photo Album

Margaret Yonan of New Britain and her spouse Clarence Jacobs of Yonkers traveled

across the U.S. visiting Assyrians.
Image: Sam Joseph of Detroit, Michigan, with Clarence Jacobs, 1949
Image: Joe Eshoo (Yankee Baseball Player and Artist) with Irene Babian (Chicago)

Image: Elaine Sulliman (New Britain) and Vicky Aslan at “Ardashai”

Lake Oscawana, New York
Image: David Jacobs of Yonkers with his first grandchild, David Samuel Jacobs

Image: Ruth Ardashier (Gary, Indiana),
Blandina Benjamin, Almas Benjamin,
and Louisa Benjamin (Yonkers) on
Mother's Day, 1950

(Images courtesy of Kenneth Jacobs.)
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Assyrians in Yonkers

The legacy of advocacy and activism from the WWI and
Simele massacre era has continued throughout the decades.
The next generations have brought attention to this early

work while continuing to build community in the diaspora.

Image: Assyrian Women's Association
The Women's Association was an affiliate of the Yonkers
Association, which was founded in 1914. Its members are

photographed below in 1954.

Image: Assyrians in Yonkers Exhibit Opening Day

In 2017, Kathy Yacoe and Ruth Kambar co-curated a gallery
exhibit that featured Assyrians in Yonkers and Assyrian-
inspired artwork.Valeh Sarkiso and Mayor Mike Spano

join Ruth Kambar, Kathy Yacoe, and Fred Sarkiso, president
of the Assyrian American Association in Yonkers, at the

opening ceremony.

Image: Assyrians in Yonkers Opening Day at the
Blue Door Gallery
Pictured are: Daisy Tatari, Rosa, Ana David, Josephine Eshoo,

Janeet Yousif Francis,Valentine Shamoon, Samara Brakhia,

Jacquie BabayiKunka, Reverend Francis Adday, and

Ana Constantine.

(Images courtesy of Ruth Kambar and Dr. Kambar's Assyrians of Yonkers)




Elishwa and Lazar Issa

Elishwa and Lazar Issa’s story of survival is shared in the
forthcoming The Story of Elishwa’s Heroic Journey. It is writ-
ten by their son Shmouel Issa of England with their great-

granddaughter Adrenna Alkhas of Turlock, California:

“Some 80,000 men, women and children from Urmia, and
mountaineers from northern Iraq joined the exodus led
by Dr.William A. Shedd, and a group of Assyrian lead-

ers over 500 miles from Urmia to Hamadan in lIran, and
then to Bequbah in Irag. Lazar joined the resistance at the
rear of this exodus, Elishwa, and baby son Michael sepa-
rated from Lazar, and marched with her sisters, parents,
and Lazar's family members. Elishwa had one thing in
mind and that was saving Michael...Many died on route.
Elishwa's father, and brother were some of many.The
route taken by the exodus was marked by dead bodies...
The British set up a refugee camp for all 40,000 surviving
Assyrians, and few thousand Armenians. Elishwa, her baby,
and her surviving members of her family as well as Lazar's
family members settled in Bequbah Camp... She had no
idea what her husband'’s fate was. She kept nursing baby

Michael in the hope that Lazar will turn up.”

(Images and excerpt courtesy of Adrenna Alkhas)
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