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Christ said, "Do not think that I have come to
loose (repudiate) the law and the prophets, I
have not come to loose but to fulfill (St. Matt:
5:17) The Messianic faith as we see from the
Gospel itself is not separate from the Old Test-
ament but rather a completion and perfection of
that faith. It was so decreed by God's dispen-
sation that this His wonderful act for the salva-
tion of man should take place in the land of the
Middle East. He was moreover to choose a
special family from Ur d'kaldaye (Ur of the
Chaldeas), namely, the family of Auraham whom
He used as His instrument in the fulfilment of
this His providence.

And, so, we witness all this marvellous despen-
sation of God enfolding in its systematic order
and culminating with the advent of Our Lord
and God Eshoo M'Shikha who in the flesh is
born from a virgin from the seed of Auraham
and from the house of Dawid, as had been fore-
told by the prophets. The events of history
which are beyond the comprehension of man, have
reduced Christianity in its cradle, namely the
Middle East to a minority status, while in the
West it has become the universally accepted re-
ligion. Whether the form of Christianity which
to-day we witness in the West, with its myraid
of sects, alien philosophies and moralities can
really be identified with the teaching of Maran
Eshoo M'Shikha, remains for honest theologian
and historian to record.

But the fact is that because of this mysterious

turn in the events of history, sight is lost of the

fact that Christianity is not an Occidental but an
Oriental religion. That it is not Greek or Latin
but Semitic, that it was revealed in the land of
Semites and to Semitic prophets. That it was not
on the River Tibre nor the river Thames that the
prophet Khazgiel saw his vision, and the prophet
Daniel foretold the suffering of the Messiah at the
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hands of his own people, and the devestation of
Jerusalem, but that this vision was given to them
on the river Khabour (Habor) and the river Prat
(Euphrates).

That all the prophets and the apostles were Sem-
ites, so was Malkisdiq, the Royal Priest who

was symbolic of Christ, and that all these men -

spoke and wrote in the Aramaic language; yea,
so did Christ himself.

The Syriac or the Aramaic language was not only
the universal language of the prophets of the
Middle East in the time of Christ, all through
Palestine, Egypt, Syria, Mesopotamia and through-
out the Persian Empire; but it was also a lan-
guage of theology, culture and science. Indeed,
Mar Tomotheus I Pairiarch of the Church of the
East during the ea,rli( part of the IX century, is
fully justified in exclaiming exuberantly in one of
his epistles, saying, "O how rich is our Syriac
language!" It would indeed be the greatest of

.tragedies if this ocur Aramaic or Syriac tongue

were to be lost. The language in which God
himself spoke when He called our Father Adam
whom He fashioned from ,"Adamtha" (earth) say-
ing" t w3l AL ksl M (Adamwhere
art thou)!" I is therefore, the sacred duty of
all the different churches of the Middle East who
still speak this language or use it in their daily
prayers and their liturgies, to unite together in
making a concerted effort not only to perpetuate
this tongue but also to make it a living language
as it was during the many centuries of our Chris-
tian history.

It is these undeniable facts of history that made

it possible for our Syriac or Assyrian speaking
people - the term being
appreciate and embrace the faith of the Messiah
in a manner which was not possible for other
races to whom it was completely alien and, there-

interchangeable - to’
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organized Christian church in the Middle East at
the very beginning of that faith, and the close
liturgical and doctrinal ties which to this day
exist between them, despite the centuries of sep-
aration forced upon them by the events of history.
And excellent example of this unbreakable bond
of unity is to be found even in the theology of
the _Aé)qgtolic Church of the East and the Maro-
nite Church of Lebanon which though separated
from each other by geography and political events
yet to this day share an important bond theolog-
ically in stressing the divine and human nature
in Christ united inseparably and eterually.

During the last visit to our flock in Lebanon, we
were presented with a copy of the liturgy of
Qudasha (Qurbana) by His Eminence, the Metro-
politan of Beirut, Mar Aghnateos Zeads, and on
p. 2310f this book we found the following theo-
logical profession, to quote. - _ ")
. 2-::?- Meoaro ;330 Al B30 é"‘“""’
¢ 1ao 05k 2en Ada pluay AL K Ao

which means, '"Praise be to you O Lord who
dids't shine forth from her (virgin Mary) and be-
came man, and you possess two natures and two
wills in one Qnuma (hypostasis)."

Mar Bawai the great, one of the fathers of the
Church of the East, who lived in the VI century.
says thus . "Nor (in that case) does his hu-
manity possess a free will, but by compulsion it
is tied to the divine will by a natural unity. If
that is so, then why did He say, not as I will
but as Thou will (Matt. 26: 39). The will of the
Holy Trinity is one. But the body by its very
nature loves life, and it does not want to die.
Furthermore, if the humanity in Him did not
possess, a free will, then what is the meaning
of the saying, "that He obeyed and was justified"
L The humanity of Our Lord, continues Ba-
wai, possesses a complete free will so that it
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ness. It is therefore, said that He obeyed unto
death: even the death of the cross (Ephesians
2: 8) therefore, God which was in Him, on ac-
count of this humanity, and righteousness and
obedience which has no likness exalted Him

greatly. "
FAITH AND DOCTRINE:

The theology of the Church of the East is strictly '

based on the Bible and has remained unchanged

throughout the centuries of the Messianic faith. .

Christ said, "examine the Scriptures; in them
you trust that you have eternal life, it is they
that testify concerning me" (St.John 5: 39).

This doctrine has been briefly but fully stated by
Mar Bawai the great in the following hymn of
praise, and likewise by Mar Audishau Metropol-
itan of Suwa (Nisibin) and Armenia, a thirteenth
century father of this Church, in his book of

Marganitha:

"One is Christ the Son of God,

wors hipped by all in two natures;

in His Godhead begotten of the

Father without beginning before all
time; in His humanity born of Mary

in the fullness of time, in a body
united, neither His Godhead is of

the mother, nor His humanity of

the nature of the Father. The

natures are preserved in their

Qnumas in one person of one Songhip.
And as the Godhead is three substances
in one nature, likewise the Sonship of
the Son is in two natures, one person,
so the Holy Church has learned to
profess in the Lord who is the Christ."

Mar Adishau speaking on the great mystery of
incarnation says: First, if the virgin Mary is the
"Begetter of God" and the name God, we know

a xw 1
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Secondly, if the virgin Mary is the '"Begetier

God," and He who she brgughi forth .guﬁ":zr'egf
dleq and was buried, as the four evaugehst.é
testify, either you hold that he died in realiy:
(and he who really died has no power whatever
to revivily others or himself, but must remain
in death ior ever) and thus you declare false the
saying that He rose again: or else you hold that
He died by hellucination, and in the same rose
again, _(m_ which case He could not have riseri
in reality), seeing that He did noi die in reahtx’.
%ll;irébth?hhcpe of thg resurrection 1s vain. since

eby the saying that " S up
Sk, ma}degvoid. He has raised us up with

Thirdly, i the virgin Mary is the '"Begetter of
Got_i" and Peter tesiified of Him who shig%r'glzggii
forth, saying: "Thou art the Christ the Son of the
hvmg God." ihen according to your statement
she 1s not the begetier of Christ. but ihe Begeiter
ot His Father, and Christ 1s her grandson and
she is the mother of His Faiher. Who then is
the mother of Chrisi?" (Marganitha pp. 41-42)

We know that there were three great schouls c
thought when the turbulance oig the Chliﬁﬁ
tl}eo!oglcal history was set in full motion, name-
ly, the School of Alexandria which represented
thg Greek thought and its theology wuas based on
Platonic philosophy; and on the other hand the
Sl.s’r_.er schools of Aniioch and Urhai (now called
Urfa) which represented Semitic thought and,
therefure, their thecvlogy was strictly based on
the Holy Scriptures, the theclogy of the twa latter
schools stressed the fact thal Chrisi was boih
God and man, and opposed any philosophy which
was likely to misrepresent or affect this com-
plete and inseparable unity of the two natures in
Christ, namely, human and divine.

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION i :
i e, (the meaning of the

The completion and perfection of which Christ
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occasion, has been briefly but fully summed up
by Mar Audishau in the book of "Marganitha"
where he says: "The priesthood is the ministry
of mediation between God and man in those things
which impart forgiveness of sins, convey bless-
ings, and put away wrath2. Tt is divided into
imperfect, as with that of the law; and perfect,
as is that of the Church.

The foundation of the priesthood in the Church is
laid on that declaration of the Lord of the Priest-
hood to St. Peter, in the region of Caesaria
Philippi: "To thee I shall give the keys3 of the
kingdom of heaven; whatsoever thou shalt bind on
the earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatso-
ever thou shalt loose on earth, shall be loosed
in heaven."

Its superstructure comes from that other injunc-
tion, "Feed My Lambs4. Feed My Sheep. Feed
My Ewes."

Its completion and perfection from that He
breathed® on them saying: '""Receive ye the Holy
Spirit; if you forgive a man his sins, they are
‘forgiven to him; and if you withhold forgiveness
of a man's sins, they shall be held."

It is into this priesthood of apostolic order, re-
ferred to in the Aramaic, as the order of alla-
nutha, viz. episcopacy, of the Church, that these
two men, namely, bishop Mar Yaukhanan Aura-
ham, and bishop Mar Narsay Elyas, have been
consecrated into according to the rule of the
apostolic order which has been perpetuated in the
Holy Apostolic and Catholic Church of the East
in unbroken succession from the apostles, nay,
from Maran Eshoo M'Shikha himself who laid His
Holy hands on them and gave them the power of
the Holy Spirit.

The focal point of this service of congecration is

the invocation of the Holy Spirit; the Spirit the

"Paraclete" which proceeds from the Father and
which Christ had promised to send upon His

hnatifind anactlac and thromoch them ta His Holv
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Paraclete to be with you for ever, even the
Spirit of truth whom the world cannot receive
because it has not seen him and does not know
him, but you know him because he abides with
you and is in you . But the Paraclete, the
Holy Spirit whom my Father will send in my
name will teach you everything, and will remind
you of everything which I tell you (St.John 14:186,
17-26). But when the Paraclete comes, whom I
will send you from my Father, the Spirit of truth
which proceeds from my father, he will testify
concerning me (St. John 15: 26).

This promise was fulfilled on the day of Pente-
cost. It is through the power of this Holy Spirit
that we have consecrated these two men repeat-
ing upon them the following prayers of invoca-
tion which has been used in His Church through-
out the centuries: "O Good God and merciful
King who is rich in His mercy and overflowing
in His compassion. Thou O Lord who by Thy
unspeakable grace has placed me an intermediary
of Thy divine gifts in Thy Holy Church, that I
may in Thy Name give the gift of service of the
Spirit to the ministers of Thy Holy Sacrements.
And, O my Lord, in accordance with the apostol-
ic tradition which has been perpcetuated among
us by the laying on of hands according to the
ritual of the Church, we bring betore Thee this
Thy servant that he may be a chosen bishop in
Thy Holy Church in the city of . . . And we all
pray for him that the grace of the Holy Spirit
may come upon him for the service of the min-
istry unto which he has been called by the grace
and mercy of Thy only begotten. Unto Thee,
Unfo Him, and unto the Holy Spirit, we render
praise, honour, thanksgiving and worship . :
And Thou even now make Thy face shine on this
Thy servant, and elect him amocng Thy chosen
ones by the anncintment of the Holy Spirit, so
that he may be unto Thee a perfect priest who
will emulate the true Highpriest who gave him-
self for ue, and confirm him by the act of the
Holy Spirit unto the ministry to which now he
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Thou, O God Father of truth, Holy and glorious,
enable him to feed Thy flock with a true heart,
and that his tongue may proclaim the truth, and
that he may be a light to those who sit in dark-
ness, and a teacher to boys and children. And
Thou, O My Lord endvue him with power from on

high, that he may bind and loosen on earth and

in heaven, and that through the laying on of his
hands the sick may be cured, and that wounders
may be pertormed by him in Thy Holy Name to
the glory of Thy gloricus Godhead, aud through
the power of Thy gift he may ordain priests,
deacons, hupadyagne (Subdeacons) Qm‘u;}a (Read-
ers) and Mshamshayatha (Deaconesse} for the
service of Thy Holy Church.

THE DUTY OF A BiSHOP:

The awesome duty of the order of episcopacy has
been defined by the Lord of priesthood himsell in
the injunction of the feeding of His lambs, His
sheep and His ewes. 1t is ithe care lor the souls
of meu which is the greaiest duty that God has

© - ever given o man and also the most challenging.

A bishop is to be father and teacher of his spir-
jtual flock. He is the shepherd of the rational
sheep of Christ. He is to be an example to them
all in his conduct and his faith. He is to feed
them on green pastures of faith and sacremeuts,
which is the path that Our Lord himseld has set
for His Church to foliow, and whereby, we are
assured of attaining the joy and perfection which

1. Marganitha, by Mar Audishau, Metropolitan of
Suwa (Nisibin) and Armenia, trauslated into Eng-
lish by Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII, and published
by Mar Timotheus Press, Erankulam, Kerala
State, India. 2. Numbers 16:17-26 v.9, 27.
3. Jude 11; Numbers 16: 46 end; Acts 5: 1-16;
Matt. 16: 19, 18; John 20: 23. 4. John 21: 15-17.
5. John 20: 22, 23.
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man can only find through Him who alone is
perfect.

He is to proclaim his faith in Jesus Christ the
Son of God and if necessary to give his life for
that faith. A bishop is also in a special way a
father in Christ to the clergy under his juris-
diction; he is the administrator in all matters
pertaining to the canonical law of the Church.
He is to deal with his spiritual children with
love and kindness, yet, at the same time, he is
to administer justice to those who stray from
the paths of faith and morality as dictated by the
Iéoly Scriptures and promulgated by His Holy
hurch.

THE DUTY OF THE CLERGY AND THE LAITY:
By the same token, the clergy and the iaity alike,
by virtue of their baptism into the Body of Christ,
who is the Head, the Highpriest and the Lord of
the Church; in which priesthood they all share
according fo the measure granied them by the
power of the Holy Spirit through His Church, to
fulfill their respective duties according to the
doctrine and the canons of the Church and, there-
by encourage and support their bishop in all his
undertakings to the glory of God and the welfare
of His Holy Church.

These are the sacred and demanding duties of a
bishop and his flock alike, and lef us all pray
that Rukha Qaddisha (the Holy Spirit) by whose
grace and power we have te-day coansecrated
these two meu, may be with them and guide them
to the end of their earthly career.

FOUNDATION AND HISTORY OF THE CHURCH
OF THE EAST:

Since our sermon has been primarily concerned
with the faith and sacraments of the Church, as
is appropriate in a case as this, we have omit-
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ted the history of the Church to the end of our
sermon; for indeed any organization whether re-
ligious or secular without some knowledge of its
history would be incomplete and dubious to the
student or the hearer of its story.

Prior to His glorious and mighty resurrection
when Jesus gave the command to His disciples
to teach the faith to all peoples and to baptize
them in the Name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, He had given them another
command saying:

"But above all go to the sheep which are lost
from the house of Israel." These "lost sheep,"
were the ten tribes that were led into exile by
Sargon King of Assyria in the year 722 B.C. and
tﬁy CNu]:chan:a.se:-r, King of Babylon, in the year 597

These Jews of dispersion had in the time of
Christ grown into influential and opulent commun-
ities in Babylon and throughout the Persian Em-
pire. Their irfluence, however, was not only in
this area alone bhut was fell in thie total siructure
of the Jewish religion and history. The Baby-
lonian "Talmud" often referred tc as the Jewish
post Christian Bible was written in Babylon in
the Eastern Aramaic, used to this day by the
Church of the East. Its imyportance in the Jew-
ish religious education was so great in succeed-
ing centuries that it often ocrcupied a mcre cen-
tral place than the Bible itself.

Thus, the foundation already laid, immediately
after the resurrection St. Thomas the Apostle
reminded St. Peter and the other apostles of a

promise made by Our Lord to Ogar, King of .

Urhai; the Aramaic speaking kirgdem in north
west of Mesopotamia, jocated at the foothiils of
the mountains of Kurdistan. And so, Mar Addai,
proceeded without delay tc the city of Urhai,
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healed the king of his incurable malady, which
was also promised by Christ, and preached the
gospel to the dwellers of that city. Thus the
city of Urhai received the nomenclature '"the
blessed city, the believing city."

Mar Addai or Taddai, as he has also been called
was soon followed by Mar Tooma (St. Thomas)
the apostle who preached for many years in Baby-
lon, before according to the command of Christ
who appeared to Him in a vision, went io South
India. And he (Mar Tooma) was followed by Bar
Tulmay (Sit. Bartholomew) and finally by Mar
Shimun Keepa (St. Simon Peter) himself, who
wrote his Catholic Epistle from Babylon. The
city of Arbil in Iraq, also shares the honour with
Seleucia-Cteseiphon and Urhai in its early con-
version to the Messianic faith.

Indeed, the spread of the Messianic faith through-
out the Persian Empire was so rapid that M'Shi-
kha Skha, a Church of the East historian, of the
fifth century, says that by the year 90 A. D.
there were already nineteen episcopal sees; un-
der the see of Babylon, all the way from Syria
to the Caspian Sea, located in the present day

Iran.

Likewise, did all the other apostles, ag witness-
ed by the statement made in the "Acts of the
Apostles" by the missionary of the West, St. Paul
himself, who says that he laboured in Syria,
Arabia, and elsewhere in the Middle East some
eighteen years before going to Athens and Rome.

In addition to all these facts, one of the earliest
and best known of Church historians, namely,
Eusebius of Caesaria who wrote his now univer-
sally known ecclesiastical history in the fourth
century. This history which Eusebius wrote in
the Aramaic was during the fifth century trans-
lated into Greek and Armenian and in recent
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times into several uther languages.

Eusebius wirting about the final destruction and
devastation of Jerusalem by the Romans
in the year 132 A, D.. says, "That nol
only the Jews of the Mosaic faith but also the
Christian Jews were expelled from Jerusalem
and the latter seftled in the city of Halab (Ellepo)
in Syria, thus umting the Apostolic See of Jeru-
salem of Mar Patros (St. Peter) and Mar Yacob
(St. James) kaown as the brother of Our Lord,

with that of Babylon, or what has usually been -

referred to 'the See ot Seleucis-Cteseiphon; the
twin capital city ol the Persian Empire." Among
these Christian Jews were also the relatives of
Our Lord. and hence two names appear in the
Table of Agostclic Succession i the Church of
the East, namely, Mar Abris the relative of the vir-
in Mary, and Mar Jacob, relative ol Mar Yosip
(St. Joseph) the carpenter, in the year 90 and
172 A.D. respeciively.

This mass exodus is also confirmed by the Jew-
ish history of this period which speaks cof the

- great number of Jews, escaping the Roman cruel-

ties unleashed under Emperor Hadrian, who {led
and settled in Babylen

MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE AND SCHOLASTIC
INSTITUTIONS:

But ihe achievemenis of the Church of the East
were not only in its appreciation of the true
meaning of the Holy Scriptures which were writ-
ten in the Aramaic language; the language spok-
en by Jesus and His Apostles as well as by the
Assyrian people who constituted the nucleus of

the membership of this church; nor in its ever .

glorious and unequalled missionary enterprise, of
which says the Encylopaedia Britannica:

"Their campaign was one of deliberate conquest,

and one of the greatest ever planned by Christian
missionaries. Their activity may well be said
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to have covered the continent of Asia.' John
Stuart the author of the 'Nestorian Missionary
Enterprise' speaking of these same missionaries,
says, '""The amazing thing is not where they went,
but rather where did they not go." Marco Polo,
the Iialian adventurer, and the first Western
Christian to go to China and other countries of
the Far East in the thirteenth century, speaks
of four big churches of this church in Tibet, that
roof of the world where no other Christian mis-
sions have ever gone.

Together with these achievements and of equal
importance was the progress made by the Church
of the East in the field of science and learning.
“Labourt, the learned French Roman Catholic
writer, in his book 'Le Chritieanisme dans L'
empere Perse' (pages 294-301) speaking of its
famous institutions of learning, namely, the col-
leges of Urhai and N'siwin (Nisibin), founded in
the third and fifth century respectively, calls the
latter a University. Dr. E. R. Hayes, a priest
of the Church of England who has written a his-
tory of these two famous schools, in a letter
which he wrote to us says: "Here is the siory
of the first Christian university, if not the first
of all universities."

All branches of science were taught in the Uni-
versity of Nisibin including, rhetoric, philosophy
and medicine. As to their exegetical superiority,
we quote the following statement from the "Studies
in the History of "Religions" By David Gordon
Lyonl. Speaking about the Schocl of Nisibin,
says, Lyon: 'Iniis instructions the Biblehad the
ceniral place, in its facully the Professors of
Biblical exegesis held the first rank. Sound
principles of interpretation prevailed, and crit-
ical opinions were freely uttered which would
not have been tolerated in our semenaries a gen-
eration ago and many of them are not tolerated
now. "
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Indeed the difference in the rational interpretation
of the Christian faith existing between the Church
of the East and the Church of the West, during
“this period and in succeeding centuries of the
Christian era, may well be summed up in the
following two instances.

In the eighth century during the Patriarchate of
Mar Timotheus I who was himself a man of pro-
found learning, Eyo (Job) of Urhai, Dean of the

famous School of Medicine in Baghdad, in his °

encyclopaedia of knowledge, writes on the "ele-
mental origin of the universe and the bodies
comprising it, "' which of course means the atom,
and his opinions are tolerated and respected by
the authorities of the Church of the East.

In the seventeenth century, on the other hand,
during the papacy of Urban VIII when Galileo
formulated his now universally recognized theory
on the solar system, he was threatened with ex-
communication and torture by the Inquisition.

These facts we have presented without any bias
or prejudice but rather as facts of history, with-
out which man could not find or correct his er-
rors and thereby achieve the progress which we
witness in our own generation; a progress in-
deed 'in which the University of Nisibin could
justly claim an important share, for it was the
scholars of the Church of the East who trans-
lated all the sciences into the Arabic language,
and the Arabs in turn, gave that knowledge to
Europe through their centers of learning in Spain,
and thereby illuminated Europe which was im-
mersed in the Dark Ages.

Indeed, names such as Ibn Iskhaq (Bar Iskhaq),

Bukhtishau, Gauriel, and many other Assyrian’

scholars of the Church of the East, illuminate
the intellectual Islamic history of this period.
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It was these men who under the command of the
enlightened Khalifs, translated the philosophy and
scientific knowledge from Aramaic and Greek into
the Arabic language and,thereby contributed im-
measurably to the golden age of the scientific
knowledge and progress of Islam.

The intensity and importance of this contribution
may be gauged from the following letter written
by Patriarch Mar Tomotheus I in answer to some
pertanent inquiry addressed to him by Mar Sar-
gis Bishop and Metropolitan of Elam . . . "We
would that we did not have at a time like this,
says the Patriarch, to correspond with Your
Venerableness but rather on a more leisurely
occasion, with sober reasoning and the oppor-
tunity to examine to the subject more carefully.

The reason for this lack of time is that we have
been commanded by our victorious Sovereign to
join him in the land of the Romans (Asia Minor)
and, therefore, are unable to deal with maiters
that demand our immediate attention. We, there-
fore, left on June 7, of this year of 183 (Hajira)
and proceeded on our journey to our victorious
Sovereign.

He commanded that we go to him with royal hon-
our and expence and gifts, and a choice between
official (Royal) or our own private transportation.
We decided to travel by Royal Transportation. "

The Patriarch, thus having responded to the
questions of the Metropolitan concerning a Greek
philosopher that had recently come to their atien-
tion, continues: "Let Your Venerableness

1. The History of Religions, edited by David
Gordon Lyon, and George Foot Moore, published
by Macmillian Co, New York, p. 266.
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know that I believe that the title of this book is
strange and unknown even to the Greeks. While
we were translating the book of the Topiques
from Syriac into the Arabic language and there
were with us also some men together with the
Patriarch of the Makaye (Melkites) but they also
recognized its title with difficulty."

Ii was this same Patriarch, Mar Tomotheus I,

who had the famous three days theological debate ,

with Khalif Mahdi III in the year 781 A.D. in the
city of Baghdad which constitutes the only debate
of its kind between the head of a great Christian
Church and Khalif of Islam. Both men were of
profound learning and discussed freely the attri-
butes of their respective faiths. The Patriarch
recorded this famous debate in Syriac daily on
his return to his residence consisting of a beok
of some one hundred pages which has also been
translated into English.

CONCLUSION:

. Politics have always played a dominant part in
the history of all religions, and Christianity has
been no exception from the days of Constantine
to this day. This fact has profoundly influenced
not only the racial and national divisions which
have been the hallmark of the Christian religion
throughout the centuries but has also been a de-
ciding factor in the forming of the various theo-
logical opinions and interpretations that have
split the Christian Church into numerous factions
and sects existing in our own generation.

These facts are true not only of the Byzantine

era but also of the reformation which took place

in Europe. The very history and character of
the reformation speaks for itself. It was not
a reformation of repentance or conversion, it
was not concerned with the transformation of the
souls of men. There was no universally accep-

AL e ol e e ndlmen e a mafAnsann Tt
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rather several theories based on individual na-
tional aspirations and several reformers working
hand in hand with the ruling monarch or prince.
The real struggle was not for the souls of men
but for the wealth of Europe which was practic-
ally wholly controlled by the Church. It is,
therefore, with profound joy that we observe the
general awakening of the various Christian Chur-
ches and denominations to the tragic situation
that has existed for so long in the one body of
Christ, and for the unity of which He so fer-
vently prayed for to His Holy Father, saying:

"So that they may be one just as we are one."
er oot Jaul D ooqus ”
In this connection we have especially in mind the
action recently taken by the great ecumenical
Council of the Roman Catholic Church, and so
enthusiastically responded to by all the ancient
apostolic and the more modern churches. We
wish to welcome and to express our appreciation
w with us this morning of the Tre-

presentatives of that great church together with

the—Tepresentatives of all the other churches
and those belonging to religions other than Chris-
tianity.

It is our earnest prayer, and for which we ask
not only this congregation but also all those who
believe in the unity of the One Body of Christ,
to join us in beseeching God that He may in His
grace and mercy hasten the day for the unity of
all those who profess in Christ as their Lord
and their God, on the basis of the Holy Scrip-
tures, which constitute the foundation of His One
Holy Apostolic and Catholic Church.

Furthermore, recognizing the fact that the Son
of God came into the world not only to give peace
to those who believe in Him alone but to all man-
kind - "and on earth peace and good hope for
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men," we should therefore pray that His peace
may be bestowed to all men and nations irrespec-
tive of race or religion. In this context let us
especially pray for this historic land of Lebanon
by whose kindness and courtesy we have to day
performed this holy apostolic sacrement in this
city of Beirut. We pray especially for the di-
vine guidance for the President of the Republic
of Lebanon and all those working with him for
the peace and prosperity of this land.

We, likewise pray for the Arab Republic of Syria, -
from whose territory so many of our children in
Christ, both clergy and laity, Asgsyrians from
the Khabour region are present with us on this
holy occasion, that God may grant to that his-
toric land peace and prosperity.

All that we have said would indeed be incomplete
were we not to express our deep appreciation for
all the kindness which has been shown over the
period of years by the Greek Orthodox Church
toward the clergy and members of the Church of
the East in Beirut, especially in the person of
‘His Grace Matran Elia Karam whom we have
kn(lnwr:i personally and whose friendship we have
valued.

In conclusion, we invoke God's blessing upon all
those present here this morning, the inhabitants
of this land, and all mankind, amen.




