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4 - 12 October 2013  
 

Bishop Christopher and I are delighted to be leading this opportunity to 
make a pilgrimage to the holy places of south-east Turkey. This area has 
played an important part in Christian history. After the First World War, Turkey became a mainly Muslim country, 
but we will visit the abandoned ruins of Armenian Christianity and then the flourishing Syriac church of Tur Abdin, 
an area which after decades of decline is now showing signs of dynamic growth. 
 

The pilgrimage is in two parts. After seeing the spectacular  remains of the Armenian civilisation, we will share in 
the life of two monasteries, with their classical Syriac worship, as well as visiting two towns and villages where 
Syriac Christianity is central to people’s lives. We will also see the ancient cliff-side Monastery of Mor Awgen, 
recently re-opened after decades of being abandoned. 
 

We shall stop at many holy places, to pray and to reflect, listening both to the voice of history and to the people 
we encounter along the way. There will be formal times of worship, but also space to be still. 
Please note that there two long morning drives, and that the accommodation in the monasteries is simple. 
 

             The Revd Stephen Griffith 

TOUR INFORMATION 
 

The cost of this nine day tour is £1,495 per person sharing a twin-bedded room with private facilities.  We will stay 
in a mixture of comfortable hotels with private facilities and simple monasteries where facilities may be shared.  
 

We are on a half board basis, with breakfast and dinner included daily.  Time will be made for lunch stops en 
route.  We will be accompanied on our journey by a local tour guide who will pay all entrance fees on our behalf.  
We fly on Turkish Airlines’ scheduled flights from Heathrow Airport to Ankara, returning from Mardin to Heathrow 
with stops in Ankara and Istanbul.   All flights, airport and security taxes are included in the tour cost.   
 

The only extra that will be added to your invoice is the insurance premium of £34 (if required) and a £10 visa 
fee payable in cash on arrival at Istanbul airport.  Some single rooms are available and the charge is £120 (but 
singles may not be available during our four night monastery stays and have not been charged for)    Please, 
however, see the note 'Travelling Alone' printed overleaf.  A group gratuity fund will be arranged on arrival and 
you should budget for an amount of £30 as a contribution to this.   
 

Any special requests should be printed on the booking form. A deposit is payable now with the balance payable 
eight weeks prior to departure.  Full flight and accommodation details will be sent out with your travel wallets two 
weeks before departure. 

 
 

 TO MAKE A RESERVATION 
 

To reserve your place on this tour please complete the enclosed booking 
form and send it, with a deposit of £100 per person plus the insurance 
premium of £34 (if required), to the tour organiser at the address below.  
Please make cheques payable to McCabe Pilgrimages. 

 

The Revd Stephen Griffith, 

17 Sheen Gate Gardens, London SW14  7PD 
 

Tel: (020) 848 71165     email: sgriffith147@btinternet.com 



Friday 4 October JOURNEY TO ANKARA  
We depart Heathrow at 1125 arriving Istanbul 1715.  

Connecting flight to Ankara departs 1900 arriving 2005.  
Dinner and overnight in Ankara at Esenboga airport 
hotel.  

Saturday 5 KARS 
0910 flight to Kars arriving 1045.    Visit the imposing Kars 
castle, the last place held by Armenians after the First 
World War and the Church of the Holy Apostles which now 
functions as a Mosque. Spare time to enjoy the interesting 

mix of Russian, Armenian and Ottoman architecture of the 
city. Dinner and overnight at the Sim-er hotel in Kars 
 

Sunday 6 ANI 
After the Eucharist and breakfast, a morning visit  to Ani, 
with its spectacular setting  on the Arpa river. An Armenian 
royal capital since the tenth century and abandoned for 

hundreds of years, this vast ruin is full of reminders of the 
glories of Armenian Christianity. Late afternoon drive to 
Dogubeyazit, with views of Mount Ararat.   Dinner and 

overnight at the Sim-er hotel (same chain as in 
Kars) in Dogubeyazit. 

Monday 7 Aghtamar Island   
Drive to Van, for early lunch then visiting Aghtamar island. 
Aghtamar (Aktamar) is the beautiful location of one of the 
finest Armenian churches in the world. Decorated in relief 

carvings, the frescoes inside have recently been restored.  
Dinner and overnight at either the Buyuk Selcuklu 
hotel in Bitlis   … or the Kardelen hotel in Tatvan 
 

Tuesday 8 ARRIVAL IN TUR ABDIN  
Early start, driving past Hasankeyf the castle on the Tigris, 
lunch in Midyat, the main town of Tur Abdin. Afternoon and 
evening in Mor Gabriel Monastery.  The greatest of the 

monasteries of Tur Abdin, and the seat of the Bishop, there 

are strong links with the Church of England. After Evening 
prayer a time to explore. Dinner and two night stay at 

Mor Gabriel Monastery 
 

Wednesday 9 MONASTERY VISITS  

  
After Morning Prayer, the Eucharist and breakfast we visit 
Midyat with its important Syriac architecture, the ancient 
Monastery of Mor Yacoub, Salah and its monks, and the 

beautiful church of the Mother of God at Hah, and other 
remains of churches and monasteries.   
 

Thursday 10 MONASTERY VISITS  
After Morning Prayer and breakfast , we drive to Mor 
Awgen Monastery,  set in the cliffs and newly inhabited, 
then on to Nusaybin, visiting the fourth century Church of 

St Jacob, now re-established. Drive towards Mardin, 
stopping at Dara on the way.  Mor Hananyo Monastery, 
(Deir Zafaran) is the magnificent  former patriarchal centre, 
nestling under cliff-monasteries amudst lovely gardens. 

Dinner and two night stay at the Monastery of Deir 
Zafaran 
 

Friday 11 MARDIN   
After Morning Prayer and breakfast, we visit Mardin with its 
many churches, visiting the Priest at Forty Martyrs Church.  
 

Saturday 12 HOMEWARD BOUND 

1120 Departure by air from Mardin arriving Ankara at 1255.  

Connecting flight to Istanbul departs at 1500 arriving 1605.  

Onward flight to Heathrow departs at 1915 arriving 2115. 

 

DAILY PROGRAMME 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

TRAVEL TO TURKEY 
 

McCABE PILGRIMAGES 
 

Our pilgrimage is being organised in association 

with McCabe Pilgrimages, a company well-known 

in church circles and recognised as Britain’s 

foremost religious tour operator. Now celebrating 

almost 30 years in the business, McCabe 

Pilgrimages has been responsible for organising 

hundreds of parish pilgrimages to the Bible Lands.  
 

TRAVELLING ALONE 
Many of our passengers travel alone and object to 
expensive single room supplements. McCabe 
Pilgrimages will accept individual bookings on a 
'guaranteed share' basis.  We charge the basic price 
and accommodate you with a person of the same sex 
also requesting shared accommodation.  If we do not 
find someone to share with you, you will be 
accommodated in a single room at only 50% of the 
usual single room supplement. For single travellers 
who do require single accommodation this should be 
requested when booking and, if available, the normal 
supplement will be payable. 
 

PASSPORTS, VISAS AND HEALTH 
Check that your passport is valid for at least six 
months beyond the duration of this tour.  If you need 
a new passport apply NOW as there can be 
considerable backlogs at the passport offices.  Visas 
are required for Turkey for British passport holders, 
and obtained on arrival at a cost of £10.   If you are 
holding a non-British passport, or require further 
advice, please consult the McCabe office.  No 
inoculations are required.  We do, however, advise 
you to consult your doctor regarding your own 
personal requirements. 
 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 
McCabe will arrange comprehensive travel insurance 
cover for each passenger unless otherwise indicated 
on the booking form.  We have negotiated the 
premium (see ‘Tour Information’ section inside for 
rate) which as well as offering full medical and 
baggage cover also gives cover against loss of 
deposits.  Cover is arranged by Preferential Insurance 
Services Ltd and is underwritten by Optimum 
Underwriting Limited as underwriting agents for 
Groupama Insurance Company Limited – each 

aforementioned organisation is authorised and 
regulated by The Financial Services Authority (FSA).  
The policy wording sets out full details of cover and 
will be sent to you with your confirmation invoice. 
This document also acts as your insurance certificate 
so that your booking reference number is also your 
insurance policy number.     
 

A special feature of the McCabe insurance is that 
there is no age limit. Please, however, note it is a 
requirement that all insured persons must adhere to 
the Medical Health Requirements section on page 5 of 
the Policy wording document (which we will send you 
with your confirmation invoice).  If you answer yes to 
any of the questions asked within this section you 
must contact the HELPLINE  0843 208 1461.  This is a 
confidential service that will decide whether or not 
this insurance is appropriate for you.  If they decline 
to offer cover, or if you are unhappy with any aspect 
of the cover, you can return the policy within 14 days 
of issue and receive a full refund.  In cases of 
difficulty, we have specialist insurers we can 
introduce you to.              
  

AITO Quality Statement  
McCabe Pilgrimages is a member of the Association of 
Independent Tour Operators. The Association 
represents Britain’s leading independent tour 
operators and encourages high standards of quality 
and service. McCabe abides by the Association’s Code 
of Conduct and adheres to the AITO Quality Charter 
which can be viewed on www.aito.co.uk. Visit the 
website to find out more about the Association or call 
020 8744 9280.   

 
This pilgrimage is ATOL protected by the Civil Aviation 
Authority.  The McCabe ATOL number is 2920. 

McCabe Pilgrimages 
 

 

 

11 Hillgate Place Balham Hill  London  SW12 9ER 
Telephone 020 8675 6828 Fax 020 8673 1204   

Email alistair@mccabe-travel.co.uk 
www.mccabe-travel.co.uk 


